Publication Office, Greenville, Pa. 


The Expositor 


and Current Anecdotes 
Including THE TWENTIETH CENTURY PASTOR 

ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS MATTER AT THE POST OFFICE, GREENVILLE, PA. 

Copyright, 1921 


Editorial and Executive Offices, Cleveland, O. 


= 


VOLUME XXII 
issued Monthly 


SEPTEMBER, 1921 
Subscription, $3.00 per Year 


Number 12 
Total Number 264 


What Makes A Preacher Worth $5000? 


WILLIAM S. MITCHELL, Philadelphia, Pa. 


When a certain bishop was assigned to a 
certain western area he announced that within 
six months he would have ten $5,000 preachers 
in his area. This announcement immediately 
challenged attention, for the sum stated is 
“practically the top figure for ministerial re- 

_Muneration in this particular section, and 
_targely elsewhere. Clearly such salaries are 
not paid without some satisfactory basis for 
appraisal. What is a $5000 man, as the good 
bishop phrased it, and what makes him worth 
$5000, rather than $3000, say, or $2000? Hun- 
dreds of ambitious, successful preachers would 
_ like to know. Is it the possession of certain 
- rare gifts which are possible only to a few 
favored individuals here and there? Or, are 
' the facts explaining such a salary sufficiently 
- practical to make their study profitable for any 
man who aspires to rise? 
In considering the question it should be 
frankly acknowledged that it is never possible 
to measure a man, or a ministry by dollars. 
Many a noble ministry has been rendered for 
- compensation so meager as to make evident 
_ beyond possibility of disproof that there is no 
- necessary relation between the two. Not all 
~who serve for lower figures than that stated 
are inferior to the favored ones. Many a clergy- 
“man has chosen the lower wage because of its 
~ compensation in greater leisure for study and 
-its opportunity for a more personal ministry 
than that demanded by parishes paying the 
larger sum. More than one $5,000 preacher, 
in time of crisis, has tested the reality of his 
—eall and the sincerity of his ministry by his 
“willingness to go, even at large sacrifice, to 
charges far below the high standard of com- 
- pensation. 

Assuming that it is not certain rare gifts im- 
possible to most men which make a preacher 
worth the figure mentioned, then certainly the 
‘real reasons are discoverable from a study of 
‘a number of men who are receiving it. If it 
were possible to make an analysis of the 
bishop’s ten men, when he secures them, the 
“secret would be made known. Not being in- 
formed whether the bishop’s ambitions have 
yet been realized a study has been made of a 
_selected list of ten $5000 preachers, sufficiently 
“diverse in type, training, locality, age and 
“temperament to afford considerable light upon 
our question. 


Without question the first ability demanded 
by the churches paying this salary and higher 
is that to attract a congregation. Only in the 
very wealthy and exclusive churches, where 
the preacher is merely another expensive lux- 
ury, is there lacking the definite and expressed 
expectation of the throng. There is no failure 
more obvious than that of the empty or the 
emptied pews and no churches quicker to ob- 
serve this failure than the very ones willing to 
pay the $5000. 

This means, sharply, preaching ability—and 
plus, for many a preacher of ability is a poor 
crowd getter and consequent half success, 
while on the other hand not a few men of*¢ 
rather moderate pulpit ability have proven re-- 
markable successes through their cleverness 
in attracting people in large numbers to the 
churches they serve. The $5000 preacher 
must not only be able to preach, but must be 
able to get to his congregation with his mes- 
sage. When the hearers are few he must know ~ 
how to reach those who are not attending. In 
the parlance of the pew he must know how and 
where to “get business.” 

One of these ten men studied is a past mast- 
er at the timely topic. During the war period 
his war sermons, and they were exceedingly 
thoughtful, attracted great crowds every Sun- 
day evening. In this man timeliness is linked 
with a striking personality and a daring un- 
conventionality which is most refreshing and 
interesting. Another is popular because of 
the striking and original manner in which he 
puts his message. It may not be unusual in 
thought, is frequently meager, but, with the 
inspiration of the crowd, and he usually gets 
them, he never fails to please. With three 
others it is the beauty of language, the earn- 
estness and directness, the pungent, cutting 
sarcasm which put the sermon across. Of the 
old-time so-called eloquence there is little or 
none. That was largely a matter of manner 
and diction and to a modern congregation is 
apt to appear grandiloquent. Most of our 
popular modern preachers are men whose ser- 
mons are direct and conversational rather 
than oratorical, avoiding the labored theologi- 
cal argument of earlier pulpit days and dealing 
with problems personal to the moment. 

Another measure of success applied in se- 
lecting the preacher of this class is his ability 
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to add to the membership of his church. Mem- 
bership is the great stable base of church suc- 
cess and nowhere more important than in these 
larger churches where the relation between 
outgoing and incoming members is a very 
vital matter of continued prosperity. 

Every one of the ten men studied serves a 
large membership. This is one of the conse- 
quences as well as one of the causes of the 
large salary. Let the membership decline and 
the pastorate will soon come to an end. 

There are different ways of increasing mem- 
berships. Two of these men are known for 
their indefatigable follow up of membership 
prospects. One of these utilizes a fellowship 
committee to gather from every congregation 
and scour the neighborhood in search for 
names. These are grouped every month or so 
in great companies whose coming impresses 
the church with the success of their leader. 
There.are men unscrupulous in the manner in 
which numbers are added to their church. 
More than one person, under their adminis- 
tration, has been taken'in unbeknownst, the 
preacher guilty of that sort of maladministra- 
tion relying upon the natural unwillingness of 
the victim to make trouble over the matter 
and counting this additional scalp with all the 
glee of the Indian warrior. All such methods 
of addition are valueless. In contrast the 
records of others of this group who have 
quietly, inconspicuously builded year after 
year a great church family to which boys and 
girls and those previously without religious 
interest or commitment are continually added 
stand as the kind of big business a church 
cannot afford to pass by. One man is a “go- 
getter.” Hach year he personally aims at 
reaching two or three men of the most worth- 
while type. These he brings in singly through 
personal friendship and association. Another 
builds from his Sunday School. Every year 
results in a fresh harvest of teen age boys and 
girls. What wonder that his church is filled 
with young people. Another canvasses his neigh- 
borhood for the unconverted and using a great 
group of workers, assigns to each a small part 
of the great general responsibility, and sees 
a continual stream of new life coming into his 
church. Men of the $5000 class do not wait 
for some one in their congregation to suggest 
a prospect. They are as keen in the pursuit 
of new names as a life insurance agent. It is 
safe to say that every successful minister 
works from a well known and alive list of 
people who are prospects. 

Without some ability in administration no 
pastor can hold churches of this type, for 
they are large business institutions. The 
preacher is the key man. These churches have 
practically outgrown the four corners, county 
seat standards of church life. The old, volun- 
teer leadership, with its limitations in both 
time and training is useless here, without the 
guidance of up to the minute knowledge and 
skill. This is one of the things for which 
churches are willing to pay and to pay largely. 
It is expert knowledge and, as in business, 
commands a price. This knowledge is that of 
the modern Sunday School, its curriculum, or- 
ganization, direction, methods; the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society, its most successful methods, the 
work with men, boys, women, groups in the 
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parish. The modern minister must be as cap-— 
able of directing his business, in all the phases — 
of its departmental organization, as the busi- | 
ness executive in a similar position. Most men 
cut off their possibility of ever reaching this 
maximum salary figure by their unintelligent, | 
routine, careless and antiquated ways of carry- 
ing on the church’s business. The man who- 
wishes to rise to this level will be a tireless 
student of the ways in which other men handle 
their church problems, and be able to see 
where the work fails and why and be able to 
submit a remedy on the spot. 


The $5000 man is almost inevitably a capable 
financier. In the last analysis he makes his 
own salary. If he isn’t able to make it the 
business will get rid of him. He must know 
what to suggest when income lessens. He: 
must be able to organize an every member can-. 
vass, a subscription campaign. Frequently he } 
finds great assistance from the experienced 
men of business in his pews, but the initiative 
must be his and they expect him to carry the 
responsibility. There is no more certain mea-- 
sure of the actual worth of the highly paid 
clergyman in dollars and cents than the sus-: 
tained and growing income of the church. This} 
indicates attendance, interest, loyalty and re-- 
sponse to his leadership. A recent analysis of! 
the giving of the Methodist churches in Massa-,4 
chusetts revealed the fact that for every dol-+ 
lar in salary those churches paying above} 
$2700 gave at least an equivalent, and, corres- 
ponding to the increasing salary a greater sum,| 
until with those in the top grade more than $2) 
for every dollar of pastoral salary was given. 
Going the other direction it was discovered 
that the same proportion between salary and 
returns existed; of those churches in the $2000 
to $2400 group 3 pay as much as the pastor’s} 
salary, 1, 85c on the dollar; 5, 70c; 7, 60c; 4, 
50c; 6, 40c; 4, 30c; of the churches in the 
$1100 to $1480 only one is in the 90c class, the4 
next 7 in the 50c class, 5 in the 40c, 7 in the 
30c, and 17 in the 20c or below. | 


The $5000 preacher must be able to do more} 
than merely hold the church paying him suchi 
a salary where he finds it. He must have thed 
ability to carry it forward, to develop it, to en- 
large its program and make it even a greate 
success. He must be able to see in it more 
than those who have had its interests mosti 
deeply at heart and have known it through the 
years. Without doubt this same ability to seed 
and realize unrecognized possibilities is one of 
the substantial reasons for the larger salary) 
figure. One of the men in this study took a4 
substantial church of the highest order, bu 
rather stodgy life and refinanced it upon a4 
scale no member had ever dreamed. Thisj 
same man, going to another church, facing aj 
great building enterprise but hesitating be-| 
cause the subscriptions taken fell short of thed 
amount required by at least $100,000, threw they 
entire subscription list into the waste basket] 
and started all over again on a different scale, 
He personally took some ten previous sub-| 
scribers and increased their subscriptions from 
six to ten times the original amounts and this. 
in order to prove to his helpers that the thing! 
could be done, and the $500,000 rolled on tc| 
victory. Only the power to vision such a suc: 
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cess and the way in which to realize it could 
have brought this about. 


It is this creative ability which commands 
the greatest wage in the business and indus- 


_ trial world and the hard headed business men 


who look for this quality in their business as- 
sociates and employees expect it in their 
clerical leaders. They expect that the man 


- called to such ‘a responsibility will be able to 


meet its problems and possess the resourceful- 
ness necessary to solve them and the more 
difficult the problem the more wiliing they are, 
from a business point of view, to pay the price 
necessary to secure the man who can meet it. 


Studying the men in this group personally 


_ their stories are exceedingly interesting. Some 
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have risen rapidly, others more slowly through 
a number of salary gradations with corres- 
ponding responsibilities. Every one of the ten 
is what we call a personality, something in- 
dividualizes him from the crowd. With scarce- 


ly two of the ten is this distinguishing quality 


the same. With one it is a striking personal 
appearance, with another a keen intellect of 
challenging order, with another a fine faculty 


_ for friendship, with another a vividness of per- 


sonality, a pungency of utterance and a re- 


-markable initiative, with still.another remark- 
-able initiative, with still another remarkable 


able executive ability. With the personal knowl- 


edge of each of these men at different stages of 


their careers it was this distinctive something 
in practically every case which first. attracted 
attention to them and made their success pos- 


' sible. 


The wide diversity of these distinctive fea- 
tures would argue that most men have some 
particular gift or talent, or characteristic, 
which, if developed to full -possibility, will 
carry them upward. But these men are more 
than one talent men. Hight out of the ten 
would be regarded as unusually versatile. 
Only two have risen to their position by sheer 


“preaching. As a group they combine the abili- 


the executive, the promoter. 


ties of the preacher, the pastor, the educator, 
A hasty survey 


of a much wider group of this same class re- 
veals the fact that the majority are of this 
versatile type. The modern ministry, in its 
larger phases, is more than a one alley game. 
The great modern church is a complex affair 
and the man who heads it must be sufficiently 
many sided in his interests and abilities to 
meet -its myriad problems and cope with each 
successfully. 


The man who has the ambition to rise to 
the highest possible position of honor and trust 
and responsibility must realize that his own 
energies: and will power and resourcefulness 
and vision must carry him forward. There is 
no mysterious tide of fate which will float a 
man to the port of his desires. Ministerial 
success, like any other, is the fruit of arduous 
toil, but the toil must be intelligent. It must 
be effort which produces thirty-fold results for 
the expenditure rather than merely five-fold. 
It must base itself upon the most skillful use of 
those abilities with which the individual man 
is blessed and their utmost possible develop- 
ment. Education and training will do much 
but never will guarantee success without that 
something which is first within the man him- 
self and which comes from him as he meets 
his problems. Indomitable purpose, yes, and 
profound faith, are necessary, for in the last 
analysis the great religious leader must be one 
who knows how to work with spiritual forces. 
Indolence, intellectual lethargy, easy acquies- 
cence with mere routine of ministerial duty, 
the failure to deal constructively with church 
problems, the lack of personal initiative and 
the spirit of daring which boldly attempts the 
untried thing with the conviction of success, 
content with outworn methods and a limited 
vision of the church itself, its work and place 
are the chief foes of success. The ten men in 
our study every one has marched forward to 
victory over these foes. They first must be 
mastered. No business in this world is so 
vigilantly seeking for the men of initiative 
and ability as that of religion, nor is there any- 
where one more willing to reward these quali- 
ties more generously when they can be found. 


Saints’ Rest Church Calls A Pastor 


MARINUS JAMES, Secretary Baptist Council of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va. 


The benediction was pronounced. The old 
organist who for thirty years had presided at 


“the organ in Saints’ Rest Church looked in 
the’ mirror which reflects the good and bad 


behavior of the congregation, and shook his 


head. While the Hallelujah chorus thundered 


forth into space, a sad expression was seen ,on 


his face, and, looking up, he read the text that 


was carved in letters of gold on the wall, “How 
dreadful is this place.”’ 

One by one the members of the paid quar- 
tette, two of whom had been reading the jokes 
in the latest copy of “Life” during the sermon, 
disappeared, and the candidate for the vacant 
pulpit, Brother Paul Right, walked slowly to 
his hotel. He was middle-aged, a man full of 
high aspirations, dignified, yet free from airs, 


‘cultured but not overbearing. He was a min- 
“ister whose calling and election was sure. 


As he walked amid the throng of worshippers 


returning to their homes from the various 
churches of the city, he soliloquized, “I did my 
very best, and yet I was not myself. Somehow - 
a man cannot be natural and at ease when he 
preaches on probation. When I left home 
Mary said: ‘Paul, remember you are to repre- 
sent Christ; do not think of the impression you 
make. The Church has not called you to 
preach, but Christ!’ I think Mary was right, 
but why did not a committee from Saints’ Rest 
come and hear me preach in my own church, 
or look up my record in my home town? Why 
this sampling of preachers? They have tried 
out fifteen so far, and I understand there is a 
list of thirty candidates. Yet, my work is done 
at Calvary, and I need a change. I wonder if 
J’ll ever hear from Saints’ Rest again?” 


Some of the pillars of the Church lingered in 
the aisles to discuss the qualifications of the 
innocent victim. Sister Preached-to-Death was 
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the first speaker. “How did you like him?” 
“Like him?’ replied Brother Knockum; “you 
know that I want Brother Run About, who 
preached three weeks ago. He reminded me so 
much of my saintly father. Why, the brother 
who preached this morning did not even shake 
hands with me before he went out. I don’t 
want him.” Brother Sleep in Church, with the 
falsetto voice then spoke up: “I did not like 
his prayer. He forgot to pray for the office- 
holders. I have been a member of this church 
for forty years, and I know when a preacher 
suits me or not.” 

Sister Talk Too Much was next, all the while 
arranging the switch in her hair as it was in 
danger of falling out: “I liked his sermon well 
enough, but he is bald-headed, and I never did 
like a bald-headed preacher.” To which Sister 
Standpat, of forty-five summers, retorted: “I 
don’t mind that so much, but he is positively 
too old; I guess he is nearly fifty. We do not 
want an old man; we want a young preacher.” 
Brother Callum, who usually had the last word 
and, as a rule, had his own way, moved his 
chew of tobacco from the left to the right 
cheek, at the same time disposing of some of 
the superfluous liquid in his mouth, and thun- 
dered: “I have told the committee several 
times that we want a scholarly preacher. I 
want Brother Dry as Dust, from Waterloo 
Church. He is both dignified and deep.” 


In the meantime Brother Right was eating 
his dinner, happily ignorant of the discussion. 
He had spent sixteen years in public school, 
university, and seminary, and was a student 
still, though he had been in the ministry over 
twenty years. He spent the afternoon in his 
room at the hotel, engaged in prayerful 
thought, asking the God of heaven to use him 
mightily at the evening service. The thought 
that Mary was praying for him gave him un- 
usual power. 


On the following Wednesday night Saints’ 
Rest Church met to hear the report of the 
pulpit committee. Brother Callum read the 
report. His mind was made up that the 
brother who preached on last Sunday would 
never be the pastor of his Church, no matter 
what others might wish in the matter. One by 
one the actors in the drama (or was it a 
tragedy?) had their say. Some were for, some 
against the preacher of the preceding Sunday. 
The chairman, Brother Callum, tried to bring 
the meeting to order, but his efforts ended in 
chaos. Then the unexpected happened. Deacon 
Trust in God said: “Let us pray.” And thus he 
prayed: “O Lord, God of Hosts, Thou knowest 
all things; Thou knowest our limitations and 
our needs. Give us the willingness to surren- 
der our desires to Thy divine will. In Thine 
own good time send us an under-shepherd full 
of faith, wisdom, and the Holy Ghost, who shali 
lead Thy straying sheep into green pastures. 
Then we shall praise Thy matchless name and 
magnify Thee in Thy house. Hear, oh hear 
us, we pray, for the Saviour’s sake. Amen.” 

No sooner had the brother, who was known 
the county over as a praying man, said amen, 
when the prayer meeting room was flooded with 
light, and the Master walked in. The Man of 
Sorrows stretched forth His hand. It was nail- 
pierced. Sweet and low, in tones, such as no 
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one present had ever heard, He spoke: “Breth- | 
ren, my brethren! Why this confusion? Why |} 
did you not consult me? Did I not still the} 
tempest? 


Did I not call Saul of Tarsus, ang 
Wesley, and Spurgeon, and . 


” 


“Master! Master!” cried ‘Brother Callum,, 
“Bnough! Enough! What wilt Thou have us} 
do?” Then the Master suddenly vanished out; 


of their sight, leaving the people of old Saints’) 
Rest Church in tears and silent prayer. Was iti} 
imagination?. A vision? Some said it was;; 
others said it was real. Sister Faithful said 
she touched the hem of His garment as He 
left the room. 

That same night the question was settled.| 
The pulpit committee spent a sleepless night, 
but a night of prayer. On the following day) 
the committee met at the home of the praying} 
brother, who was made chairman of the meet- 
ing, upon motion by Brother Callum. The com- 
mittee voted to recommend to the church that} 
further sampling of preachers would be un-~ 
profitable to the samples as well as to the 
church, and that Brother Experience would] 
look after the pastoral work of the church 
until the right man was found to become: 
pastor. 


After two weeks sanctified by earnest prayer, 
the pulpit committee was ready to make a final 
report. At a business meeting of the church! 
it was voted unanimously to adopt the reportt 
and to invite Brother Paul Right to preach on: 
the following Sunday. He was not to be a 
sample this time, but the pastor-elect. 


The brother, who was a man full of the Holy 
Ghost, faith and wisdom, a man who was loved! 
by the righteous, but feared by the evil-doer, 
preached on the following Sunday morning. It 
was a glorious day. The time of the singing 
of the birds had come. The fields were greem 
and flowers bloomed everywhere. All heaven 
seemed to smile and the trees clapped theiri 
hands. Brother Right’s text was: “For I ami 
determined not to know anything among you) 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” Saints 
and sinners listened with tear-filled eyes as the 
preacher led his willing hearers to the scene 
of the crucifixion. All present felt as never 
before that their sins had driven the nails 
through his hands and that by his stripes they 
were healed. 


unanimously. The old organist smiled sweetly 
while the congregation stood and sang, “Praised 
God, from whom all blessings flow,” and said 
under his breath: ‘Saints’ Rest Church has} 
called the right man in the right way and at 
the right time.” 


As Paul Right walked to the home of Brother] 
Callum, where he was to take dinner, th 
strains of the organ came floating on the air 
through an open window in the church. It wast 
the Hallelujah Chorus. He imagined that 
angels went in and out, singing praises to God] 
His heart was jubilant, for he was certain that 
the call had come from God. | 

When Paul Right came home the next morn-| 
ing, Mary was waiting for him at the depot. 
She kissed him fervently and, with the old 
time love smile, she said: “Paul, Saints’ Rest 


Church did not call you; it was the call 4 
Christ.” 


a a 


How A Church Raised A Half Million 


ALBERT SIDNEY GREGG 


Euclid Avenue Baptist Church, Cleveland, 
has accomplished the “impossible,” just when 
everybody said it couldn’t be done because of 
existing business conditions. 

Resident members, with the aid of a few 
friends, have subscribed $515,000 toward a new 
building fund, and this amount, with a million 
dollars that will be derived from the sale of 
the old church property, will enable Dr. W. W. 
Bustard and his people to erect the long de- 
sired “Baptist Temple” in Cleveland. They ex- 
pect to have the largest auditorium, and the 
best equipped plant for church work in the 
Baptist denomination, if not in all American 
Protestantism. 

By a singular Providence, the trustees were 
able to lease a most desirable location on the 
corner of Hast Highteenth street and Euclid 
avenue, just across Euclid avenue north from 
the present church building. It has a frontage 
of 132 feet on Euclid avenue, and is 360 feet 
deep on Highteenth. The Euclid avenue front 
consists of stores that have been rented to good 
advantage. In the rear there is a business 
college, a hotel, an apartment house, a large 
double dwelling, and a variety of smaller stores 


- with fronts on Highteenth. The plan is to erect 


the edifice in the heart of this area and retain 
the stores on the two streets. An arcade al- 
ready built into the Euclid avenue front and 
used by the business college will become the 
main entrance to the church. The walls of 
the business buildings are strong enough to 
sustain several additional stories, which could 
be run up at any time. As the business center 
of the city is steadily creeping eastward to- 
ward this corner, upper floors cut up for office 
purposes, would rent quickly at desirable rates. 

A very interesting feature of this Baptist 
transaction in real estate is that the rentals 
will now carry the property and pay a profit 
of $5,000 a year. Furthermore, the lease could 
be sold for an advance of $200,000. And strange 
as it may seem, it is specified that when the 
lease expires the church may buy the property 
at the valuation named when the lease was 
signed. Any way you put it, the church has 
put over a fine business deal in getting control 
of this admirable site, which is regarded as the 
best church location in any large American 
city. 

For twelve years, Dr. Bustard, the pastor, 
has faced a packed church each Sunday morn- 
ing and evening, rain or shine. His hearers 
come from all over the city. Among his most 
ardent “boosters” are leaders in big financial 
business, political and professional affairs who 
do not have any particular church allegiance. 
Last winter when he was invited to become the 
co-pastor of Dr. Cortland Myers of Tremont 
Temple, Boston, there was such a popular de- 
mand for him to remain in Cleveland that he 
declined the Boston invitation, increase in sal- 
ary, bigger crowds and all. And then the offi- 
cials of Euclid avenue congregation offered to 
provide the money for the million dollar 
church, which will give him a larger hearing 


' than he would have had in Boston. 


Later when the matter of raising the money 


was discussed, business men in the church de- 
clared that the time was inopportune. The 
effects of the industrial depression were being 
felt on all sides, and very few showed much 
interest in the undertaking. But Dr. Bustard 
went right ahead. He obtained the help of 
Rev. F. H. Divine, formerly with the Home 
Mission Board, and set out to raise the amount 
needed. The ten days from April 20, to May 1, 
were devoted to the campaign. The only or- 
ganization was a cabinet created by the pastor, 
which had charge of the activities. Previous 
to April 20, there had been a series of cottage 
prayer meetings. Beginning with the 20th an 
“jnspirational conference’ was held at -the 
church, each night. These affairs were very 
informal, the attendance ranging from 100 to 
400. Addresses were given on stewardship and 
consecration. 

The undertaking was put on a high spiritual 
plane at the very outset. An atmosphere of 
faith was created that touched and animated 
every person who attended the meetings. There 
was no attempt to create a highly organized 
“machine” to raise money. But a great deal 
was done to intensify the conviction that “God 
has money we don’t know anything about,” 
and that “the invisible resources of God are 
available to those who believe.” The only 
slogan was a part of Neh. 2:20: “Then answer- 
ed I them, and said unto them: The God of 
heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his 
servants will arise and build.” 

In the very first conference with 150 people 
present, 50 of the number subscribed $150,540, 
and then right along each night additional 
amounts were announced, until the total had 
grown to $350,000, by May 1. On that Sunday, 
Dr. Bustard and Mr. Divine appealed to the 
congregation and raised enough to bring the 
grand total up to $515,000. 

A number of things occurred which proved 
beyond question that a real vital confidence in 
God will bring tangible results. For instance, 
a woman whom Dr. Bustard had led to Christ 
and taken into the church two days before the 
campaign began, gave $50,000 at the first con- 
ference, and later increased the amount to 
$55,000. She had not been put down even as 
a possibility, and yet she headed the list. A 
young man who had been a member only a 
short time subscribed $17,000. He had not been 
thought of for such a sum. Later it developed 
that $150,000 of the total came from men and 
women who had been members from one to 
two years. At the outset three leading officials 
said the money simply could not be raised and 
did not subscribe anything. Later, when the 
atmosphere of faith and consecration began to 
warm the entire church, these men contributed 
far beyond what had been expected of them, 
namely, $27,000, $12,000 and $11,000 respectively. 

There was a great deal of specific praying. 
Members were asked to pray definitely at 9 in 
the morning and between 12 and 1 daily. Mr. 
Divine asked for a list of all who could give 
$1 or more, and those names were made a sub- 
ject of special prayer. Furthermore he made 
up an estimate of amounts that should be paid 
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by the week from $1 up to $200 in order to 
raise the half million and when it was all over 
there was only $5,000 difference between his 
total and the amount actually raised. 

Not only was the money all subscribed with- 
out a blare of trumpets, expensive press pub- 
licity or an extensive organization, but a most 
unusual spiritual atmosphere was created. 
The church is literally packed to the doors 


morning and night with eager listeners and the . 


people are working as they have never worked 
before. 

In analyzing this very unusual victory it 
should be stated that during the twelve years 
that he has been pastor, Dr. Bustard has made 
evangelism supreme. He is quite sure that the 
best way to edify the saints is to induce men 


and women to accept Christ. Evangelism is | 
the keynote of his ministry, and the dynamo) 
that has made Euclid avenue church a center> 
of wide spreading religious activities. 

Five years ago two boys and a girl brought, 
some pennies to Dr. Bustard and said that they 
wanted him to start a building fund for a new’ 
church. He accepted the trust in all serious-. 
ness, and put the money in a bank. On May 1. 
these same children were presented to the con-- 
gregation by Dr. Bustard who told the story. 
The original pennies were given in faith, and 
the undertaking was consummated in faith. 
The New Baptist Temple will stand.as a monu- 
ment to the faith of a people who have come to 
know in a very special sense that God hears 
and answers prayer. 


) 


Business As A Stepping Stone to the Ministry 


CLAUDE ALLEN McKAY, Gardner, Mass. 


I consider the two years I spent in the busi- 
ness world as valuable a part of my prepara- 
tion for the ministry as any two years in col- 
lege or the seminary. 

It gave me the business man’s point of view. 
How little we can do for people unless we can 
stand in their shoes, put on their spectacles, 
and see as they see! -A religious or moral in- 
terpretation of the signs of the times is a part 
of a minister’s commission today. What if he 
be impractical, superficial, prejudiced, so that 
the business men discount his message and 
pity the messenger! Amos was more eloquent, 
and Moses more practical, and David more 
sympathetic, because of their first-hand busi- 
ness experience as shepherds. Our Lord 
called workmen from their work to enter the 
ministry. Jesus the Carpenter and Paul the 
tent-maker are the names that head the list 
of Christian ministers. 

It has helped me to test my own preaching. 
I sat for some years in the pew and listened 
to._my pastor preach. Today I go back to 
those Sunday mornings and enquire of my 
memory what I wanted to find in the sermon, 
what fed my tired mind and my hungry soul, 
and when and why I went away unsatisfied. I 
find that I cared precious little whether Moses 
wrote the pentateuch or whether any of the 
mooted questions concerning Isaiah or the 
epistles of Peter or other similar matters were 
settled or unsettled. But I find that when my 
pastor so interpreted certain choice portions 
of the Word to me that new light broke forth 
therefrom to illumine my heart and pathway, 
then I rejoiced as do those sitting in darkness 
when they have seen a great light. I find that 
I rejoiced in those days when from the pulpit 
I was made to see the moral significance and 
challenge of some current issue as I had not 
dreamed before. I remember that I found 
some “Missionary Sermons” rather too sta- 
tistical or sentimental. But I did rejoice when 
some particular foreign enterprise was so pre- 
sented that I wanted to invest in it and pray 
for it and know later how it prospered. Such 
sermons were not always labeled and adver- 
tised as “Missionary,” but they were to me 
_truly missionary business with a vision and 
guaranteed dividends. 

It has helped me conduct my own business 


and the Church’s. With five children, includ- 
ing one son in college, my wife, myself and a 
maid, I have a family budget for eight to plan 
and carry through. My business experience . 
taught me the value of a carefully apportioned 
budget, a checking account, bills paid promptly 
and a definite amount saved each year without. 
fail, even if it must be small. And we have 
never, in almost twenty years, failed to set, 
apart, accurately and sacredly, the Lord’s tithe. 
And there is the Church’s business. I often 
wonder if the minister who either has no sys- 
tem or bookkeeping method in his own business, | 
or thinks he is wiser than his banker and so: 
sinks his savings in speculative schemes in. 
preference to Government Bonds or Life In- 
surance—I say I often wonder how well the) 
business affairs of his Church are run? “He 
leaves it to the laymen.” Yes, but they need 
and desire competent leadership. Who is to 
tell them of the Every Member Canvass, how it 
works and how to work it? Who is to guard 
the church from the score of money-raisers 
who represent a “cause” until the benevolent 
societies of our own denomination has hada, 
full and fair hearing and their apportionments 
met? Certainly the business men in the church 
should take care of the church business, but 
happy are they if the pastor knows the local. 
and denominational needs and can lead and/ 
counsel with business sense. | 
It has helped me to meet men as men. I can 
remember that when our pastor dined with us | 
or called in our home, the chief topic of con-| 
versation was the Church, the Sunday School, | 
the ministry. Never critical or pessimistic, but. 
hopeful and helpful. But when I met the min-| 
ister at a social, at the Club, at the ball game, 
in the office, or on the street, I met him as man 
to man and was disappointed if he couldn’t get. 
out of his shell, leave off the tone and manner-| 
isms of his profession and be a man’s man. So. 
I read the newspapers today, not only for my | 
own self respect, but to keep in touch with that 
world in which the business man thinks six 
days out of seven. Then when I talk to him I 
hope I do not seem to him like an Egyptian | 
mummy or an absent-minded professor, but a 
wide-awake watchman on the tower. If I can. 
spare the time I see a good game of base ball 
occasionally. Some men can get closer to the. 
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real heart of the minister if the minister can 
talk and understand his language. I find a 
little gardening—some vegetables, a few flow- 
ers—makes a pastor more human to a lot of 
people. 


It has made me honor my profession. When 
I was a business man, I looked to my pastor as 
an expert in religion, as the physician is in 
medicine, or the attorney in law. If I enquired 
of him about the religious training of my child, 
I expected that he should have as definite and 


positive counsel as if I had asked the physician 
concerning the child’s health. If I apologized 
and excused myself perfectly for not being at 
church or the mid-week service, I did not ex- 
pect him to take my excuses as final but to 
treat them as a bridge by which we might en- 
ter on a helpful, kindly but firm treatment of 
my “case.” So I know that business men hate 
cant, avoid dogmatic theology, and despise a 
weak-kneed “sissy” for a minister, but they 
honor and enjoy a sincere, positive, optimistic 
expert in religion. 


God Watches O’er St. Michael’s Chimes 


MAUDE GARDNER, Greenville, Tennessee 


It wouid be hard to explain to a stranger 
the strong personal feeling which every native 
son and daughter have for the chime of bells 
which rest in the belfry of St. Michael’s—the 
beautiful old building that stands on the cor- 
ner of Broad and Meeting Streets in Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, for no sound appeals so 
touchingly to the heart of a Charlestonian as 
the sound of these “the sweetest chimes in all 
the land.” 


They love to tell—these people in the south- 
ern city by the sea—the story of this chime of 
bells, which attracts the stranger and makes 
them doubly dear to all born within the shadow 
of the lofty tower. 


In 1764 the chimes came from England, when 
the church designed by Sir Christopher Wren 
was also a light house by night, flashing out to 
sea the welfare of his majesty’s colony: “God 
rules the deep and all’s well.” Merrily the 
bells rang out the first marriages of those 
knights and ladies who braved a wilderness for 


liberty and love. They cheered the poor storm- 
tossed Huguenots, as at last they passed to the 
little French church, where they could worship. 
with the religion of their conscience, and in 
their sweet mother-tongue, just as the French 
service is held today in the same Huguenot 
Church less than two blocks from St. Michael’s. 

With the passing of the Stamp Act, the bells 
had tolled as if for a funeral, and they had 
rung out the glory of the young Republic with 
a pride that cost them their first banishment; 
for though Whig and Tory trembled, Major 
Traille of the Royal Artillery seized the bells 
on the pretense that they were a military per- 
quisite and had the chimes shipped back to 
England. But even there they could not for- 
get “once a Charlestonian, always a Charles- 
tonian;” so the bells had pleaded with the 
memory of a fellow townsman, then in Liver- 
pool, until he bought them and shipped them 
home again, and once more they rang out in 
the belfry of St. Michael’s. 

Gaily they chimed through the good old days 
when the planter was king until they became 
suddenly mute by the booming of the cannon 
off Fort Sumter. Then Charleston’s first de- 


‘“fense was to ship the bells beyond harm to 


Columbia, the capital. But there they fell in 
the wake of the Civil War and it was a long 
time before the shattered fragments could be 
recovered. Stricken though it was, Charleston 
toiled and saved until at last the old metal was 
reshipped to England and the bells recast in 
their original molds, by the successors of the 
firm that had made them one hundred years 
before, to come home again after their fifth 
ocean voyage, to rest finally—and for all time, 
let us hope—in St. Michael’s. 

The old, square, high-backed pews of St. 
Michael’s, and the sounding board over the 
pulpit, are retained to the present day, giving 
the interior a very colonial aspect. , 

The churchyard is also of great interest to 
the stranger. On the walls of the church and 
in the graveyard are many memorials of the 
distinguished dead of Carolina. Edward Rut- 
ledge, one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, sleeps in the churchyard of St. 
Michael’s, and other distinguished men lie 
beneath the shadow of the tower. 


In one corner of this quaint old churchyard 
stand what appear to be parts of a bedstead, 
made out of cypress and cedar, which marks 
the grave of Mary Ann Luyten, who died Sent. 
9, 1770. Her husband, unable to buy a tomb- 


(Continued on Page 1146) 
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Vitalizing Variety for Sunday Services 


WM. L. STIDGER, Pastor of St. Mark’s Methodist Church, Detroit 
Author of “Outdoor Men and Minds,” “Giant Hours With Poet Preachers” 


Variety! Variety! Variety! is the big word 
for a popular evening service in a church, 
whether that church be a city church with all 
of the competition of motion pictures by the 
hundreds, or in a small city with the indiffer- 
ence of a small city, or a country area with 
long distances to go to church. Variety is the 
magical word that will unlock all the doors of 
all the homes of the church-goers and those 
who ought to be church-goers. 

Variety has a vitalizing effect that is like the 
galt solution shot into the veins of a Cholera 
patient. I have seen this done in China in an 
epidemic of that dread disease. I have seen a 
patient lying lifeless and listless, with no 
color in his skin, his eyeballs rolled back until 
you could see only the whites; his pulse gone 
so that a well trained nurse could not catch 
the faintest trace of any heart action. Then I 
have seen a magical transformation come 
about by the injection of the most simple solu- 
tion imaginable; that of salt water. This shot 
into the veins in a very few moments will 
bring a perceptible heart action, it will bring 
color to the cheeks, and light to the eyes of 
the patient, and in a few hours he will be sit- 
ting up in bed talking with you. 

I have seen this same thing happen in 
-churches three times. I have seen a church 
audience in one small city shoot up in a month 
from an average of 200 scattered attendance 
to 1600 which overcrowded the church; and 
then in another church I have seen the even- 
ing audience shoot up in one month’s time 
from an average of 200 to 2000, which is the 
limit of the seating capacity of the church in 
a great city. What was the salt solution that 
did this? 

Just the simple matter of putting the vigor- 
ous, vitalizing force of simple variety into an 
evening service. 


“The Old Order Changeth” 


Yes, “The Old Order Changeth” and if it 
hasn’t it ought to! By that I do not mean any 
great sweeping figurative “order” such as the 
order of a great church, or even its funda- 
mental tenants or customs. I mean the “Order 
of Service.” 

Why stick to some old, set, formal order of 
church service just because it has been set 
down by a lot of old fogy Bishops or Ancients, 
of the dust choking past? 

The man, who in this day and age tries to 
stick to the old order of service for an evening 
audience simply will not have any audience. 


This change of the order does not necessarily 
mean that one suffers what may be called a 
“Let down” in the dignity or sacredness of the 
service. It does not mean that we have to in- 
troduce snow ball gifts or a paper sack of flour, 
or cakes to everybody that comes. Only a man 
who is desperately uningenious has to resort to 
such subterfuges. He does not even have to 
use motion pictures if he doesn’t wish to. 
Variety of another sort I have found, will work 
even in a big city. 
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If you.have a service of a reception of mem- 
bers, make it a feature. 
babies, make it a feature of your service. If 
you have special singing, make it a feature. 
If you have a choir, or a quartette, or a good 
soloist, advertise that fact and make folks in 
your city or town feel that that quartette and 
that choir, that chorus or that soloist is about 
the finest thing of its kind in town. 
name. 
“The Aeolian Quartette,” or whatever, just so 
you make it stand out as a regular feature of — 
your services. 
when they go to your church services there is 
going to be a series of “features;” that it isn’t 
just one, big, long single service, but that it is 
a “play within a play,” that it is a series of 
snappy, fascinating features. 


out I often advertise the feature part of my 
service like this: 


Where is all of this Big, Popular Program? 
You don’t need to ask, for it’s at the church | 


where you always find just such a worth while | 
service. 


ANYBODY CAN TELL YOU WHERE THAT IS 
Il 


Make It a Feature Service 
Make things stand out in the minds of folks. 


If you are baptising — 


Give it a 
Call it the “St. Mark’s Harmony” or 


Get the people to feeling that 


To make this feature idea in variety stand 


I, 


A. 

“BILLY” SUNDAY NIGHT : 
Interview with “Billy,” “Ma” and “Rody” 
by Pastor of Church. 

B. 
ARGALL QUARTETTE 
In Final Appearance Before Boys Go to 
France. Both Morning and Evening. 
GC. 
PRELIMINARY oo RECITAL 


THAT ere SING” 
With “Billy” epee Songs. 


ILLUMINATED WINDOW, WITH MUSIC 


PSTN NEY SUNDAY. SERMON AND A 
“TRAVELING HUMAN” STORY 
G. 

PICTURE TALK ON “RUTH” 


It’s at 
“THE CHURCH WITH THE CROSS, THE 
CHIMES AND THE CROWDS” 


ST. MARK’S METHODIST | 
Jefferson at Garland 
“The Big Church” 
FEATURING SUNDAY | 
First—Reception of 50 New Members. 
Second—Baptism of Babies—Morning. 
Third—Sermon, “Where God Is.” 
Fourth—Original poem, “Where God Is.” 
Fifth—Evening, “Billy Sunday Sing.” 
Sixth—Hcho Singing and Hymn Story. 
Seventh—Dramatic Book Sermon, “The 
Power of a Lie.” 
Big, friendly, warm-hearted services for 
everybody. 
Wm. L. Stidger, O. R. Gratton, Pastors. 


; 


any church to add variety to the service. 


preaching to empty pews. 


Sd tee i 


: 


Some of the Regular Features Found Useful 


For Variety 


As I look through my files I find a group of 
special features that may be used in almost 
Tear 
up the old formal evening service if you want 
folks. Leave it as it is and break your heart 
There are excep- 


tions to this but not many. 


leads off of course. 
_ throb! 


moving with variety. 


Some of the features I group under “Sing- 
ing Features.” The preliminary “Big Sing” 
Make it live! Make it 
Make it human! Make it leap and 
bound with laughter and happiness! Keep it 
In another article I have 


_ discussed some of the ways that a “Big Sing” 


- college town. 


may be given variety and these ways are in- 
humerable, including that most important item 
of giving your “Big Sing” a peppy name to be- 
gin with. We call, as I have said our big sing 
“The Billy Sunday Sing.” In another church 
I called it “The College Sing.” That was in a 
I have heard it called “The 
Heart Warming Sing.” The preacher was sug- 
gesting here that the preliminary singing got 
the hearts warmed up for the service and it 
was not a bad idea. “The Big Sing with the 


-Whistling Chorus,” “The Sing Sing at Seven’ 


was one name for it. Don’t just call it “The 
Big Sing.” Get a new name for the sake of the 
vitalizing power of variety. 

Then there are such features as throwing a 
spot light on a picture of Christ. It may be 
only a big oil painting, or it may be a picture 
of Christ in an art window. Or it may be an 
Illuminated Window such as this writer has 
tried out successfully and written of in this 
magazine. But the point is, that if you have 
such a window and illuminate it, feature it! 
Make it a feature of your evening service. 
Make it stand out. Lighting a beautiful white 
cross inside of your church will not count big 
unless you feature it! Having a great speaker 
in your pulpit like Bryan, or Peter Clarke Mac- 
farlane or Eddie Guest the poet, or Hdwin 
Markham, or a great singer like Madame Ellen 
Beach Yaw, will not get your service any extra 
folks unless you feature it! Preaching a great 
dramatic book sermon from  Bojer’s “The 
Power of a Lie” or from “The Great Hunger,” 
or from “Les Miserables,” or “Romola”’ or 
“The Scarlet Letter’ will not draw big unless 
you feature it! 

Shoot your service full of variety but feature 
that variety. Let folks know that it means 
something extra to you and it will mean some- 
thing extra to them, nine times out of ten! 


Lame Humanity at the Beautiful Gate 


REY. A. B. BELDEN, B. D. 


Acts 3:1-10 
The Gate Beautiful was worthy of its name. 
It was the eastern gate, we might well say 
the Dawn-Gate, of the Inner Court. of the 
Temple. Composed of Corinthian brass, a 


very resplendent metal, it towered to a height 


of nearly fifty feet, its breadth being about 
twenty. A score of men were needed for its 
opening and closing. It was not the most 
beautiful gate of the temple, for each gate, as 


you penetrated the sacred precincts, became 


more beautiful still. The inmost gates were 
overlaid with silver and gold, and upon the 


door of the Holy of Holies there hung a glor- 


ious vine wrought in the finest gold—symbol 


of the infinite wealth of God for human need. 


ful Gate. 


But lame Humanity was outside the Beauti- 
There it was, crippled and begging, 
fawning pitifully upon its fellows for a paltry 


pittance, bereft of dignity, beauty and power; 


a poor, mean, broken and battered thing, out- 
side God’s Temple. What a contrast! Infinite 
beauty and colossal wealth in stone and metal 
ugliness and privation in life! : 


 God’s Living Temples 


It is a contrast all too typical of every or- 
ganized religion. It may be less typical of 
Christianity than of other religions and of its 
essential spirit it is not typical at all, but of 
Christendom it is sufficiently true to touch all 
honest hearts with shame. Mendicancy is 
professional in Buddhism and in Mohammed- 
anism it is flagrant. Ivery mosque, however 
beautiful, has its living avenue of approach in 
beggars loathsome with dirt, disease and de- 
pravity. Confucianism has its professional 
beggary, Judaism was not without it. In one 
sense this is a compliment to religion since it 
means that humanity in its need finds the 


shadow of Religion, on the whole, more kindly 
than that of the world. But it is much more 
a testimony to the sad failure of all faiths as 
yet to wipe away the curse and reproach of 
human poverty. When we see gorgeous and 


- wealthy cathedrals rising from the midst of 


miserable rack-rented hovels; when we see a 
sight such as used to be common in Russia, 
crowds of hungry, ill-governed, hard-pressed 
peasantry, always living on the border-line of 
poverty, worshipping in churches lavishly dec- 
orated with gold and precious stones of all 
kinds, the scene before their eyes being liter- 
ally ablaze with the wealth that would mean 
for them freedom and opportunity really to 
live; when we mark the Beautiful Gate, and 
the neglected Humanity, we cannot but wonder 
whether God can be pleased that the religion 
which professes to exalt his name should so far 
forget his nature as to esteem his living hu- 
man temples of less value than temples of 
stone! ‘ea 
Humanity First 

It does our hearts good therefore, and cor- 
rects our perspective, to read of those first 
disciples of the Lord going up to the temple to 
pray and halting upon its alluring threshold 
to take heed of crippled humanity. Doubtless 
the beggar had often looked wistfully through 
the Beautiful Gate at the holy inner courts of 
the temple but the cruel necessity of his liveli- 
hood, as well as his lameness, kept him out- 
side. What a picture he presents of the multi- 
tude of our own day! They, too, are before a 
Beautiful Gate! A noble vision of the world 
as one vast happy temple of God, one glorious 
Divine home of perpetual peace, holds the 
modern heart in thrall. Yet how strangely, 
terribly impotent is humanity to step within 


1143 


its portals. Some essential of life seems lack- 
ing, some means of movement. Humanity is 
like a bird with a broken wing, like a man 
crippled of limb. There is no doubt in this 
situation as to where the Christian’s interest 
and function should lie. Jesus, much as he 
loved the glorious temple of stone, ever put the 
temple of the human heart first. So did his 
faithful apostles. The interest of Peter and 
John in this man is a great object lesson for 
us. It was something so vastly different from 
anything the poor fellow had known before. 
The Gates of the Soul 

Probably most of the passers-by who tossed 
him a coin were not thinking of him at all, but 
rather of their precious selves and the merit 
in God’s sight, which, according to Pharisaic 
doctrine, such a deed stored up. We are not 
without that kind of almsgiving in our own 
day in spite of Henry Drummond’s sharp con- 
tention that ‘‘one should be too interested in a 
beggar to give him a penny.’ But Peter and 
John had learned of Jesus to love men as mens 
to see beneath the shabbiest exterior all the 
Divine potentialities of a redeemed and sancti- 
fied soul! And so the beggar was startled to 
find himself an object of real interest at last 
to others. 

The Gate Beautiful was not more beautiful 
or more arresting to these disciples of Jesus 
than the gates into this man’s soul, into the 
living temple. “Look on us!” they cry to him. 
Cannot you feel the mutual greeting of those 
eyes? Eyes that were on the one hand full of 
a great surging, pitying love, and on the other 
of a great aching, wistful need. Love has a 
wonderful channel of expression through the 
eye. “From eye to eye the signal runs.” 

Whether the crippled man had or had not 
anyone in the wide world to, love and care for. 
him, he knew at that moment that there was a 
Temple of Comradeship and Love, through 
whose Divinely Beautiful Gates he was 
straightway invited to pass. Real Love beamed 
in gentle but all powerful radiance upon him 
encouraging his soul to live. Is it any wonder 
then that when the Name of Names, the name 
of the perfect love was uttered, all the forces 
of life in his soul and body were reinformed 
and quickened, and that they welled up tri- 
umphantly over the barrier of his lameness? 
This is what religion is in the world to do. 
This is what.we are Christians for—to fling 
open the Gate Beautiful to every crippled and 
impotent soul. 

Silver and Gold, or Power 

There is another contrast in this illuminating 
story that is very instructive. The beggar 
asked for money. That is not surprising. A 
society built, as society hitherto has been built, 
on the money standard has no right to expect 
anything else of its beggar. But evidently 
Peter and John were living by a different 
standard. “Silver and gold have I none, but 
what I have give I unto thee.” Not “such as I 
have” which seems to carry the suggestion of 
depreciation with it, as though what Peter had 
to give was not so valuable as silver or gold. 
“What I have give I unto thee.” We remem- 
ber a time when Peter said to his Lord, “We 
have forsaken all to follow Thee, what there- 
fore shall we receive?” How changed he is! 
Silver and gold seem to have lost their charm 


for him. Was it with a touch of shame I wony) 
der that later on he wrote, “We are not r 
deemed with corruptible things such as silve4 
and gold, but with the precious blood...” |, 
There is a story of a certain Pope who wai 
watching the bags of Peter’s pence being 
brought into the Vatican treasury. Turning t¢ 
a friend he said with a smile, “St. Peter is ne 
longer able to say, “Silver and gold have | 
none.” “No, indeed Sire!” replied his frienc 
seriously, “Neither is he able any longer to say 
‘Arise and walk’!” Is there no clear message]! 
in that for our modern discipleship? Anxious 
and rightly anxious as we are to see a more}) 
just distribution of our vast modern wealth} 
and to see it as quickly as possible, yet how 
tragic it will be if we lose in our interest ir 
“silver and gold” the gift of essential power! 


Supernatural Grace | 

The Christian disciple is the trustee anc{/ 
steward of a supreme treasure for humanity 
and it is not silver and gold. Peter and John 
were vehicles of the Grace of God in Christi) 
They were themselves, through Christ, in touch 
with God’s own vital energy, with fundamenta) 
power, and being equally open towards huz-|} 
manity, they went through life conveying tq 
mankind a spiritual blessing capable of renew- 
ing the souls, and in some cases at least, evem 
the bodies of men. 

Our sacerdotal friends are quite right about 
supernatural grace. It is possible to focus; 
through the human soul the essential creative 
force that made the heaven and the earth and 
the body and mind of man. They are wrong; 
however; when they shut up this gift of essen- 
tial power to any given order of men. [It is fou 
every disciple who will truly associate wit 
the Lord, and who will seek apostolic purity, 
earnestness and love. Every disciple is calle 
into the apostolic succession of a real unio 
with God in Christ, and a real union with Hu- 
manity in love. : 

Is this essential two-fold connection suffi- 
ciently close in the modern disciple to make 
him a channel of real power to lame humanit 
as it begs outside the Beautiful Gate? There is4 
a question indeed for us each to answer! | 

“They took knowledge of them that they hadi 
been with Jesus.” “What I have give I unto 
thee.” There you have the golden cable off 
Divine Power, running through Christ to these4 
men, and through them to:crippled humanity. 

There is a story of Tolstoy which tells how} 
the great Russian reformer was stopped in th 


an alms. Tolstoy found himself without a coin, 
but putting his hand affectionately upon the; 
man’s shoulder and calling him “Brother,” he 
explained his plight. The beggar lifted his 
hungry eyes to Tolstoy’s face, and they were} 
shining with tears as he said, ‘Never mind,| 
you have given me something better, you said! 
‘Brother’!” There is no other way for Chris-- 
tianity to satisfy the hungry world of our time. 
That world is much more hungry for real love: 
than for anything else. It is impotent to real-. 
ize its best ideals till it is loved into power. | 
And upon those who worship the God of Love, 
and believe in the Love that suffered even unto 
the death on the cross for us all, upon them) 
there rests the onus of Love’s vindication in) 
the world, of being the vehicles of its redeem-. 
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ing power to souls palsied by sin and fear and 
- doubt. , 

‘Talking once to the Pharisees who thought it 
sufficient to meet the beggary of the world 
with doles of silver and gold, Jesus uttered this 
_ great and liberating word: “Give for alms the 
_ things that are within.” Jesus, as always, is 
right. It is our souls we must share if Hu- 
_manity is ever to enter the Beautiful Gate of 
its best dreams. If then in our own souls we 
know the indwelling grace of God by which 
we ourselves overcome, that is our supreme 
Message and gift to mankind and we must not 
fail to share it. 

Nothing less than this supernatural grace of 
God, flashing from heart to heart and life to 
life over the cable of a great love, can save 


humanity. Our churches must become once 
again centers of this essential power. Our 
Christians must become once again living 


dynamos of supernatural energy. Here is our 
one task, our supreme function. However, we 


- 


_ may fail regarding temples of stone, we must 


not fail with the living temples. We must no 
longer permit the lure of silver and gold in any 


‘The Mechanics of the 


j 


form, whether as bribing us with comfort to 
ignore the awful economic need of the mass of 
the people, or as deceiving us in our reform- 
ing zeal as to its own redeeming efficacy, to 
tempt us from our true function which is to 
be personal vehicles of God’s re-creative Grace, 
through the intensity and reality of our love 
for him and for humanity. 

The Beautiful Gate guards the entrance to 
the Temple of the God of Love, and only by 
real loving therefore, can we hope to bring any 
therein or to enter in ourselves. “What I 
have give I unto thee.” “Give for alms the 
things that are within.” : 

“T gave a beggar from my scanty store 

Of well-earned gold. He spent the shining ore 
And came again, and yet again, still cold 

And hungry, as before. 


I gave a thought and through that thought of 
mine 

He found himself, the man, supreme, divine! 

Fed, clothed and crowned with blessing mani- 
fold 

And now he begs no more! 


Movie for Your Church 


F. B. McALLISTER, Pastor First Baptist Church, New Castle, Pa. 


3 “So you use a movie in your church—tell me 
about it!” This is only the introduction to a 
host of effluent and garrulous questions about 
the how and what of the whole subject of the 
Moving Picture Machine in the Church. Small 
but efficient machines of the portable variety 

- are appearing on the market in great numbers 
while churches are purchasing them in every 
community. There are, however, thousands of 
ministers and laymen who are holding back 
from purchasing a machine, not because they 
have scruples, but because they just don’t 

know about the many details that naturally 
arise when the consideration of the purchase of 

one of these machines becomes so close a 
reality that they are visualizing their names 
on the small dotted line at the bottom of a 
cinema contract. 

“Well, can we get the kind of films we de- 
sire? Does the machine really show as good 
a picture as the ones in the movie house? Are 
the machines complicated? Are they danger- 
ous and would we have trouble with the in- 
surance companies if we introduced a ma- 
chine? How is it possible to finance it so as 
to make it self supporting?’ These are but a 
few of the questions that have been put to us 
since we have purchased a cinema and the 
answering them with a bit of encouragement 
has been the cause of a large number of hesi- 
tators introducing into their institutions one 
of these vital assets in social, mental and spir- 
itual development. 

Having these questions, and the natural 
feeling that such a large investment might 
turn out to be a poor speculation, in mind, and 
not desiring to boost any make of machine, 
although I think we have the best on the 
market, I am going to set down a few par- 
helion experiences we have gleaned during the 
past year we have had the cinema. 

Of course, there will be some who will ob- 
ject to the introduction of a machine, but with 


its coming and the results in evidence of its 
value, this opposition soon vanishes and real 
enthusiasm for the possibilities of the new de- 
partment is evoked. 

In procuring a machine we secured one that 
was of the portable variety. It can be taken 
down in two minutes and can be stored in a 
suit case. It is wise when purchasing a ma- 
chine to get a good silver screen. This type of 
a reflector makes the lines very sharp. In 
fact, it is one ofthe best screens made and will 
last as long as the machine, if proper care is 
taken. Some think that they will economize by 
merely using a canvas. The canvas will only 
produce a fair picture and will prove a disap- 
pointment. 

A number of large firms handle also the non- 
inflammable films in conjunction with their 
machines. These then are no more dangerous 
than a common electric light and the expense 
of erecting a special booth is eliminated. This 
type of film is very desirous in every way and 
eliminates the heavy first cost. The machine 
that is non-inflammable can be put up any- 
where without danger. 

The matter of purchasing films has been the 
question that seriously puzzles the great ma- 
jority. This too is the most simple. Not only 
adequate films can be secured at near-by dis- 
tributing stations, but the company with whom 
you deal is anxious to secure any film you may 
desire. You will have a library of hundreds 
of films to select from. Some companies are 
striving to serve the churches and high schools 
in every particular and they are succeeding. 
Yes, you can have the films you want, and most 
generally, when you want them. Catalogues 
are placed in the hands of the customers and 
arranged in such a way that the user can 
easily determine the nature of the film secured. 

Rental charges are very reasonable. An en- 
tire evening’s program, with the best reels, can 
be put on for a few dollars. 

1145 (Continued on page 1153) 


e 


Verse Sermon Series 


WM. L. STIDGER, Author of “Giant Hours With Poet Preachers” 


Sermon Theme: 


“RREE SOUL’D AS A BANNER UNFURLED” 
Joaquin Miller gave us the sermon sugges- 
tion today in that uplifting four lines: 
“Gaze starward; stand high and unearthy; 
Free-soul’d as a banner unfurled; 
Be worthy! O Brother, be worthy! 
For a GOD was the price of the world.” 
The text: “Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore our God and Father is this, to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep one’s self unspotted from the world.’ 


I. To be Free Soul’d is to serve in the world 
and yet to keep one’s soul unspotted. ; 

Ours is an active, vital part of life; ours is 
to go down into the dregs of life to save, and 
to serve, but to keep our souls as free from 
stain as.a banner unfurled. Sir Galahad in 
the Abbey paintings in the Boston Library is 
always depicted in red, for that is significant 
of an “active” purity as contrasted with white 
which stands for a “passive” purity. Our re- 
ligion is a religion of active purity. Itisa red 
religion. It is a religion of action. We are in 
the world but not of the world. We are a part 
of it and yet we are free from it. 

II. Sin keeps youth from being “free soul’d.” 

George Ade recently resigned from the Trus- 
teeship of a University and said in his letter 
of resignation, “I never want to belong to an 
institution where they try to teach the young 
bird to fly by tying its feet to a branch of the 
tree.” 

That is what sin does to youth or to age. 
Sin ties the feet of humanity to the earth. It 
keeps them from soaring. It is a leaden 
weight. Sin is to a man what an iron chain is 
to an eagle. Man is capable of soaring but sin 
keeps him down. Sin is of the earth, earthy. 
Sin is not of the sky. I have a boy in mind 
now. He was built in his soul to fly amid the 
stars. 3 

He had eloquence. He had personality. He 
had life, and action, and strength, and brains, 
and ambition. He was selected in a certain 
High School class out of fifty to represent the 
class as orator at commencement time. No- 
body thought of any other than he. He was 
the outstanding man of the class. It was con- 
ceded from the beginning that he was the one. 

Ten years later he was a physical and 
mental wreck and he had never gone beyond 
High School. He had flown into the starlit 
ways. He had never neighbored with the 
clouds and blue sky—a thing that he was built 
for. Why? 

Because sin had tied itself to his feet like a 
leaden mountain and had kept him down. 

He was not “free-soul’d as a banner un- 
furled” for to be “free soul’d” one must keep 
one’s self unspotted from the world. 


lif. Other Things Keep One from Being 
Free Soul’d. 

A. Debt keeps an individual and it keeps a 
family and it keeps an organization from be- 
ing free. Especially is this true of an indi- 
vidual and a family. Dr. Harry Ward gays, 
“The income is the central fact in any home” 


A dishonest man or woman is not free. 


and most preacher-men will know from per-} 
sonal experience in hearing of family troubles 
that most of the tragedies of a home grow out) 
of the relationships to the income of that hom 

I know a bright young fellow this very min-: 
ute who has been out of college for ten year 
but yet who has not progressed far because h 
has been kept down by a burdensome debt of 
five thousand dollars. He will never soar ver 
high while he is in debt. No man or woman, 
no home, can be “free soul’d” while a hea 
debt is hanging to them. 

B. Hate keeps a human being from soaring. 
It makes him a slave. It keeps him down. 
When I was a basket ball coach I used to get 
my boys not to play mean tricks and not to: 
“get it in for’ an opponent and try to get even 
with him. I showed them that while they were 
doing that, their opponent was shooting a 
basket. I have seen many games won by an 
opposing team because one of my men wag 
trying to get in a little dirty work. Hate in- 
capacitates a man for the best that is in him 
Hate drags down. Hate does not let a man be 
“free soul’d.” 

C. Dishonesty keeps a man from soaring, 
They 
are slaves to the possibility of being discov- 
ered. They spend half of their energies in 
covering up their tracks. They have the haunt- 
ing fear constantly with them that they will be 
discovered. They cannot look honest men in) 
the eye. They are not “free soul’d.” 

IV. One hope there is for freedom of soul. 

That is Christ. One who has been dragged! 
down for years with sin can be released in a. 
minute if he will accept Christ. 

“And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men) 
unto me!” That sounds as if Christ meant us) 
to be free soul’d so that we could soar to him. 

“Let not your hearts be troubled; if ye be-- 
lieve in God, believe also in me!” 

That sounds as if Christ were talking to men 
who had some worry or some weight or some’ 
heartache or some sin and that he was offering 
them release from that weight so that they 
might be “free soul’d as a banner unfurled!” 

“Though your sins be as scarlet they shall 
be as white as snow,” sings the same release. 
from the earth. 

The free-soul’d man is a Christian man. 

Start life ‘“free-soul’d.” 

Keep “free-soul’d” by keeping away from sin. | 
“Gaze starward; stand high and unearthy; 

Free soul’d as a banner .unfurled; 

Be worthy! O Brother! Be worthy! 

For a God was the price of the world!” 


(Continued from Page 1141) 


stone and yet wishing to record his love as was 
the custom of his fathers, just set up a bed- 
stead and carved her epitaph on it. For more 
than one hundred and fifty years this curious 
marker of red cedar has weathered the storms 
and is still in a good state of preservation. 

Happy, serene dead, to sleep amid such con- 
secration, under the very shadow of the tower 
where rest the chime of bells, whose tones in 
life they had loved so fondly! 


1146 . 


eC 
¢ 
« 
- 
_ 
: 

j 

, 


/ 
+ 


- 


- 


_ @ song ready at a moment’s notice. 


Outline for A Song-Sermon on “The Song of All Souls” 


Psalm 23 
IRA T. GREGG, Glenwood, Mo. 


This plan for a Sunday evening service may 
be used with very little effort on the pastor’s 
part. It is well to have a single rehearsal with 
the choir to avoid the nervousness of getting 
We use 
“Songs for Service,’ and all the songs sug- 
gested may be found in that book. We offer a 
simple outline of our plan. 

“King David longs for the hills and valleys 
where he guarded the sheep. He longed to ex- 
change the howl of the bloodthirsty politician 
for the howl of the bloodthirsty wolf; the 
throne for the mossy seat; sceptre for crook; 
palace tapestry for carpet of green leaves and 
violets; expensive rugs for the velvety green 
of Mother Harth; the smell of the perfume- 
laden air for the smell of the soil; the affecta- 
tions of society for the realness of common 
folk; and the riotous feasting for the plain fare 
of the shepherd. David’s case is that of a 
homesick boy. (Aged members of the congre- 
gation sing first stanza of “Home, Sweet 
Home,” and young people repeat the chorus). 


Adeline Patti sang the songs of olden time 


z and the nations threw flowers at her feet. John 


McCormack sings of the Hmerald Isle and 
Mother Machree, and the heart of every Irish- 
man rejoices. David sang of life experiences, 
and every-day people catch a glimpse of the 
higher and better life. 


Psalm Twenty-three is a song of the common 
life. Singing it, we smell the fragrance of the 
great outdoors of God; we breathe the pure air 
of the quiet places; and we hear the faint 
movements of Nature’s manifestations of God. 

I. David sings a song of possession. He 
gave a clear testimony of his allegiance to God. 
(Mixed quartette sings “He is Mine.” No. 158). 

II. He sings a song of satisfaction. Life 


_ trance to Canaan. 


experiences are hard to understand. Moses is 
satisfied now even though hindered from en- 
(Male quartette sings “My 
Anchor Holds.” No. 184). 

III. He sings a song of rest. Ceaseless 
struggle of the heart. (Sing first, second, and 
fourth stanzas of “The Haven of Rest.” No. 
168). 

IV. He sings a song of peace. “Still waters” 
A picture of the deepness of the ideal life. 
Restful conscience because of no passionate 
uprisings. We do not hear the journey of the 
earth nor the trickling of the sap. Sing “ ’Tis 
So Sweet to Trust in Jesus.” No. 155). 

V. He sings a song of restoration. New 
body every seven years. A missionary to India 
became impatient at an Hindu servant, and 
slammed the door in his face. The victorious 
life experience destroyed this failing, and his 
testimony was, “For three months I haven’t 
even wanted to slam the door.” (Sing first 
four stanzas of “I Will Sing the Wondrous 
Story.” No. 28). 

VI. He sings a song of leadership. Isaiah 
35:8 duplicates this psalm. Time-worn testi- 
mony: “I have made many crooked paths. Pray 
for me that I may continue.” The path to the 
spirit realm is straight. (Sing “If Jesus Goes 
With Me.” No. 118). 


VII. He sings a song of joy. “My cup run- 


neth over.” Joy and fun are unlike. (Sing 
“Beulah Land.” No. 40). 
VIII. He sings a song of expectation. Fu- 


ture residence established. “Where is heav- 
en?” asked of a minister. ‘Buy provisions for 
a needy woman around the corner, repeat the 
Twenty-third Psalm, and you will never again 
ask where heaven is. (Sing ‘Home of the 
Soul’. No. 62).” 


Sermon on Stewardship 


REV. JOSEPHUS LEE 


I am here by request of my Presiding Hlder 
and the pastor of this charge to preach to you 
on the subject of Stewardship. 

I read Psalms the Eighth chapter and fourth, 
fifth, and sixth verses: ‘What is man that 
thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him? 

“Wor thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory 
and honor. 

“Thou madest him to have dominion over 
the works of thy hands; thou has put all things 
under his feet.” 

God’s Purpose in Man 

Man was created in the image of God. A 
little lower than the angels. In this being is 
combined the nature of two kingdoms, the ani- 
mal and the spiritual, and this combined na- 
ture we call human. 

This being we call man, was created for a 
glorious purpose. Man, with all other created 
beings and substances belonged to God; “Be- 
hold the heaven and the heaven of heavens is 


the Lord’s our God, the earth also with all that 
there in is.” Then God purposed to have this 
superior being to have dominion over the 
works of his hands on earth, that the kingdoms 
of this world should be the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ. 

The following little story will give the view 
point of God’s ownership as viewed by most 
people: 

A small girl approached her father, saying, 
“Papa, my Sunday School teacher said that all 
things belonged to God, Is that true?’ 

“Yes, darling, we belong to God, and this 
great world is His.” 

The little one thought for a moment and 
then asked: 

“Does our land belong to God?” 

“No, I paid one hundred dollars an acre for 
that land, that belongs to me.” 

“Does our auto belong to God?” 

“No, dear, that cost me three thousand dol- 
lars, that is ours.” 

“Well, papa, I understand it now, in general 
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God owns all things, but in particular he does 
not own anything.” But no, it is man who does 
not own anything. 


The Stewardship of Man 

God has given to every intelligence a work, 
and a talent for the work, as he was to have 
dominion over the works of God’s hands. There 
must be a diversity of fields in which man 
must work but in every field the work was for 
the glory of God in building a righteous gov- 
ernment for man. For this reason God put 
man under law—That law is epitomized in the 
Ten Commandments. 

Without law, there could be no government, 
the home, the church, the school, the state, the 
United States, all must have law. Then I ob- 
serve that without a penal code, there can be 
no law. I was in a home when a boy came to 
the door and threw dirt in on the carpet, the 
‘father threatened the culprit, but for the third 
time the boy repeated his mischief and then 
stood up in the doorway and said: 

“Now dad, you know you are telling a lie, 
you have told me a hundred times you would 
whip me and you never did whip me.” 

There was no penal code in the law of that 
home, hence no law. But not so with the laws 
of God. Wherever there is a “Thou shalt not” 
you may be assured there is a penal code and 
the offender must meet it somewhere in some 
way. The Government to be Established 

Plato’s Republic, Bacon’s Atlantis, and 
Thomas Moore’s Utopia, all have some com- 
mendable features but are only the shadow of 
a dream compared with the government our 
Heavenly Father purposed to establish upon 
this earth, and that purpose will be fulfilled. 
You have no doubt thought of God’s purpose 
and his plans as synonymous, but they are not. 
God’s purpose is as immutable as God himself. 
His plans have changed and do change to ac- 
complish his purpose. His glorious kingdom 
will be established on earth, but as a steward 
shouldest thou get in the way as a hinderance? 
“Thou mayest be no longer steward.’ Thou 
hast only to cast thine eye back to see kingdom 
after kingdom crumbling and falling because 
God was not honored and glorified; remember, 
O man! that God will be glorified, and if “thou 
shouldest make thy nest as high as the eagles” 
he will bring thee down. God will establish 
his government, where, without molestation, he 
can be our Father, Christ our elder brother and 
the Holy Ghost our abiding comforter. While 
man as a ruler will have dominion over Earth, 
Water, Air and Electricity, it is even now too 
late in the day for the cheap jokes of the 
skeptic about the books of Jonah and Daniel 
and the translation of Elijah, when man can 
cross the Atlantic in a submarine boat, fly 
through the air with the rapidity of the hawk, 
reap his harvest, thrash his grain, grind his 
grist, cook his food all by electricity, and yet 
while he talks to his friend a thousand miles 
away as he would a neighbor at his door, the 
dominion of man is in its infancy. Already this 
old earth would have bloomed and blossomed 
as the rose if man had been a steward of God 
instead of a servant of the devil. 

If God can put his law into men’s hearts, he 
can build a godly civilization and a godly com- 
mercialism will follow as day the night, 
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The Sabbath and the Tithe 1 


God reserved as holy to himself the Seventh: 
of man’s time and a Tenth of his income. Time 
must be given to rest, study the plans upon 
God’s trestle board and hear the word. Godl 
must send a special envoy to plant his word: 
“The Lord gave the word; great was the com-. 
“How then ij) 
shall they call upon him in whom they have: 
not believed? And how shall they believe ini 
him of whom they have not heard? And how’ 
shall they hear without a preacher? And how” 
shall they preach, except they be sent?” Doi} 
you believe in a divine call to preach? Then 
you must believe in a divine call to send the 
preacher, and when you withhold the tithe you 
withhold the message, and withholding the 
message you would withhold civilization and 
block commercialism, and are “cursed with a 
curse.” I visited a shoe factory where I was 
informed that from the cutting of the leather 
that sixty persons handled every shoe, and if 
one workman should drop out the entire fac- 
tory would have to suspend business until an- 
other person could be found to fill the place, 
because they were “fitly joined together, and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth.” | 
In like manner God expects you to fill your 
place and do your part, and should you fail 
God must put some one in your place. 


If the tenth belongs to God, and is holy unto 
him for a special purpose, it does not belong to 
you, and you can no more keep that money and 
be honest with your God than you could keep 
my money and be honest with me. David has 
said, ‘‘The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and _ delivereth 
them,” but we must not forget that if you had 
in possession a stolen tithe you do not fear 
him, and cannot claim the promise. Then if 
God does not guard you and yours you are at 
the pleasure of the enemy. 


Covetousness is the great sin of the world, 
and I truly believe that more souls will be lost 
through this sin than all others combined. 
Paul has well said: “The love of money is the | 
root of all kinds of evil.” It was the sin of | 
Achan, when he took the wedge of gold and 
the few shekels of silver causing God’s army 
to retreat before the enemy with loss of thirty- 
six slain, which also caused the death of Achan | 
and his family. A man was asked the worth 
of a certain farm, his reply was, “I do not 
know its worth, but I know what it cost. It 
cost the souls of an old man and his two sons.” 
“Hxcept the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build it; except the Lord keep the 
city the watchmen waketh but in vain.” When 
asked for tithe you may meet God’s anointed as 
did the rancher of Carmel: “Who is David? and 
who is the son of Jesse?” He learned who the 
son of Jesse was, when about ten days after 
his stewardship ended the Lord smote him that 
he died. It was not meaningless when God 
said: “Touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm.’ God has called them not 
alone to go but to prepare to go, and if you 
withhold the tithe, the messenger cannot do 
his work, the field, ripe unto harvest, must go 
to waste; and will God hold you guiltless who 
have been entrusted with his property, while 
you refuse a passage to his people? No doubt 


their land. 


you can cail to mind those who have taken 
over the stewardship where those before them 
had failed. God cautioned his servant Moses 
not to molest the Edomites, Moabites, and the 


Ammonites, telling him that he had given them 
But, I told you God changed his 


plans. When Moses asked to be permitted to 


' go up the king’s highway the Edomites. for- 
bade them passing and God must change his 
plan and send his people.a long journey around 


the border of Edom. 


God pronounced a curse upon the Moabites 
prohibiting them from entering the congrega- 


_ tion of the Lord unto the tenth generation: 
“Because they met you not with bread and 
_ water in the way, when you came forth out of 
_ Egypt; and because they hired against thee 


Balaam the son of Beor, of Pethor, of Mesopo- 
tamia, to curse thee.” Two and one-half tribes 
were given the land they did not expect, be- 
cause the stewardship of those who possessed 
it had ended. The Edomites forfeited their 
stewardship and God’s protection, we will give 
you a later message from the Lord. ‘Also 
Edom shall be a desolation; every one that 
goeth by shall be astonished, and shall hiss at 
all the plagues thereof, as in the overthrow of 


- Sodom and Gomorrah, and the neighboring 


cities thereof, saith the Lord, no man shall 
abide there, neither shall a son of man dwell 
in it.’ If you want to know how truly that 
land has been destroyed and how it has become 
a habitation of all that is filthy of animal and 
fowl, read the travels in the Holy Land, by any 
good author. 

The earth is strewn with wrecks of king- 
doms which have risen up to suppress the on- 
ward march of a godly civilization and they 
have been crushed. Fortunes have crumbled, 
men have been superseded with better men. 
O! vain man, wilt thou remember that thou 
art extremely smali to lift up yourself to op- 
pose an omnipotent God! 


It Pays to be Honest 


Usually when men have a loss they charge 
it up to God. Retain the benevolences, or keep 
back part of the preacher’s salary, or rob the 
orphans or the foreign field. Why don’t you 
tell your tax coHector you won't pay your 
taxes? Or your grocer, you have lost some 
money and therefore you will keep back your 
grocery bill? You have just as legal a right to 
keep the money you owe any one as to keep 
back the tithe. 

One will say, “I gave some money one time 
and got nothing back.” Thou hypocrite! Did 
you expect God to pay you for being honest, 
and did you give for gain? Do you pay your 
grocery bill expecting the grocer to give you 
something? You remind me of the Indian who 
wanted the white man to give him a horse be- 
cause he had not killed the white man’s chil- 
dren. Another one will say: “I will not make 
anything this year, I invested money which I 
will not get back.” How much did you invest, 
your nine-tenths or did you take God’s tenth 
and invest it for him without his consent? Did 
you make the investment as God’s steward, or 
did you invest to gain for yourself and family? 
You give God his tithe, it is his and it is holy 
unto God.- My stewards have as much right to 
keep my money as you have to keep God’s tithe. 


Another one says, “When I get fixed, then I 
will tithe.” I read of a man who was getting 
fixed, by tearing down his old barns and build- 
ing new ones, but God said, “Thou fool, this 
night shall thy soul be required of thee.’”’ What 
right have you to use God’s money to pay your 
debts, build yourself a house or anything else 
while the church is struggling, the world is 
bleeding, thousands are dying of hunger and 
cold? Did God favor you with plenty because 
it was you? If so he made a mistake or you 
would give him his part. 

We have only to look at the great work 
which has been done with our Centenary funds 
to convince any one that the World War would 
have been an impossibility if the civilized 
world had been tithing for the past forty years. 
Seven million of lives would have been saved, 
besides rivers of blood and billions of money. 
The great cry is how to keep down war. The 
best way is to give God his tithe and permit 
the church to move onward, with her soul 
saving power. I truly believe that if the peo- 
ple of the United States would all tithe as they 
should, in less than ten years the church and 
school would establish such a Christian civili- 
zation in Africa and China that the “iron 
horse” would be dashing through the interior 
of those countries as on our great American 
railroads, and the demand made upon us by 
commercialism could not be supplied. In this 
way God would pour out blessings there would 
not be room to receive them. 

You may withhold from God that which he 
has set apart as holy unto himself, you may 
build yourself mansions with his money while 
his house is dilapidated, you may refuse to give 
him for the Centenary or Christian education 
that which is his. Missions and other enter- 
prises of the church may suffer while you as 
a steward covet and hold God’s money; but be 
careful lest some Saul may lose his soul over 
lowing cattle and bleating sheep. Or some 
Nabal lose his stewardship for a few lambs. 
Or some Edomite lose his soul because he re- 
fused God a pass way through his ranch, bank, 
store, or factory, or office when God called for 
his own. I truly believe that covetousness will 
damn more souls than any other sin. I am 
made to shudder over the world, “A rich man 
shall hardly enter into the kingdom of Heay- 
en.” How hard it is for a rich man to be spir- 
itual, and give God that which is his. It is 
much easier for our preachers, on a small sal- 
ary to give their tithe than it is for a man who 
makes great sums of money. The woman will 
tithe with her small earnings while her hus- 
band with great earnings will not. But never- 
theless it is true: 

“The fibers of the life to be we weave with 
colors all our own; 

And in the field of destiny we reap as we have 
sown.” : 

“There comes to every man or nation, a mo- 
ment to decide; 

In the cause betwixt truth or falsehood, 

For the good or evil side, 

Some great cause God’s new Messiah offering 
Hach the bloom or blight, 

Parts the Goats upon the left hand 
And the Sheep upon the right, 

And thus the choice goes by forever 
Betwixt the Darkness and the Light.” 


1149 


Ministerial Efficiency in Personal Financ 


By the Author of “How a Minister Saved Twenty Thousand Dollars 


Ten years ago the writer wrote an article for 
The Expositor on How a Minister Saved 
Twenty Thousand Dollars, in which he related 
his own financial experiences. Since that time 
additional savings and increased valuation of 
property owned, ‘has more than doubled in 
value. Some time ago I read a paper before a 
city ministerial association which requested 
its publication. Since my former article ap- 
peared in The Expositor I am sending this 
there also. 


Ancient wizards had words to conjure with. 
Efficiency is the modern word with which to 
conjure. It is used in connection with every 
thing, from the handling of pig iron to the 
things of the kingdom of God. My first lesson 
in efficiency was in the making of berry boxes. 
The manufacturer said 2000 could be made in a 
day. The first year I made 400 a day. The 
next year I laid out my flats, put the tacks in 
the most convenient position, studied and 
counted the motions that I made, eliminated 
the unnecessary ones, practiced the necessary 
ones until they became second nature, then 
speeded up and made my 2000 boxes a day. 
That taught me a lesson which I later tried to 
carry into my church work and business life. 

We have been emphasizing efficiency in 
church work. The first requisite is an efficient 
ministry. Our ministers are efficient in many 
lines of work. They are efficient in spiritual 
power, knowledge of the Word, presentation 
of the Gospel truths, evangelization, missionary 
zeal, etc. I am to write of a phase of minis- 
terial life in which there is an amazing amount 
of inefficiency. It is a serious problem. It is 
kept under cover, borne with fortitude by the 
churches and the inefficient man passed on to 
other congregations with no word of warning. 

The United States Senate once had for chair- 
man of its finance committee a man who had 
no credit, not even for a beefsteak, in his home 
town. Think of the incongruity of the thing, a 
man who was a financial failure trying to man- 
age the financial affairs of the nation. 


There are preachers who are eloquent and 
able expounders of the Word, great advocates 
of missions, and orthodox to the core, who 
seem never to have read Paul’s statement, 
“Owe no man anything.” They seem to forget 
that this command is as important as baptism. 
There are ministers who can lead successful 
campaigns to raise money for the building of 
new churches, the payment of old debts, and 
the development of any department of church 
work, but who are “slothful in business” when 
it comes to their own affairs. 


The panic of 1873 swept away all that we 
had. The memory of that crucial period in my 
boyhood life led me to say, “No sheriff shall 
ever get what I have,” and led me to hate debt 
as I hated the rattle snake that tried to strike 
me down when a lad. The struggle that fol- 
lowed, taught me the value of a dollar and how 
to use it to good advantage. I write after the 
experiences of more than thirty years in the 
ministry. During those years I have made no 
debts, have lived within my income, reared my 


‘is often months overdue, and sometimes never? 


family in the usual comforts of a minister’) 
home, sent my children to High school and col 
lege, laid aside something each year, investee 
it as it accumulated, then later bought far 
lands and a home in town. Today I could cas! 
my investments for a sum more than equal t¢ 
the entire salary earned in my ministry. la 
not yet old enough to be “Oslerized’ anc 
preach every Sunday. 

I have never had a dollar left me and dur: 
ing these years I have assisted in the educa 
tion of a brother and sister and the support o 
aged parents. This by the way to show tha 
I know what ministerial efficiency in persona 
finance is, and that I am not writing any fine 
spun theories. 


I read the other day a protest against sc 
called “hyphenated-leadership.” By that was 
meant the Life Insurance preacher, the boo 
peddler preacher, the business-during-the-wee 
and preaching-on-Sunday preacher, etc. Those 
things are not essential to financial success 
in the ministry. A man can give his full tim 
to the ministry of the kingdom and provide for 
the needs of his old age. He can make himself! 
financially a man among men, and not be de- 
pendent on the charity of churches and board 
—if he will. 

If he will do so, he will add to his efficiency 
in the pulpit and to the community where he 
lives. During these years in the ministry 
have known many ministers who were failure 
in some respects. Sometimes they were mis- 
fits who should have plowed corn. Som 
lacked in sociability, or tact, or culture, o 
preaching power. Some broke the moral law, 
but my own personal observation is that th 
church has been harmed more by the financial 
inefficiency of her ministers, than by their 
lapses of the moral law. They publish far and 
wide the preacher who is immoral. The man) 
who is a financial failure is passed on to other| 
congregations, with resolutions by the official’ 
board. | 


Some one may say, what else can the min- 
ister do? He is underpaid, his meager salary 


ee 


paid at all. That is true. No class of men,, 


with such talents, is so underpaid. The aver-: 
age wage is small. Of the more than 100,000) 
ministers in the United States only 1671 re-} 
ceived from all sources enough in 1919 to re-. 
quire them to pay income tax. The driver of | 
the milk wagons in the cities get as large sal-| 
aries as the average city minister. I know all| 
these things but they do not change my be-. 
liefs. We are told much about the wonderful 
financial ability of the preacher. That he 
rears a family, buys books, clothing, food, edu- 
cates his children, furnishes an example of 
generous giving, etc., on his meager salary. It 
is said that some preachers can put their dol- 
lars through financial feats that would make 
the wizards of Wall street green wtih envy. I 
know some preachers who have business sense 
and use it. Also some whose wives are finan- 
ciers and who wisely manage the business side 
of the family life. I admit that some of the 
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preachers do wonders with their money, but I 
<now more who do wonders with other peo- 
ple’s money. I have never preached for a 
church, nor been asked to consider a call to a 
shurch, which did not have in its recent his- 
tory, the record of a minister who left un- 
settled accounts. These men had received as 
large a salary as I received, yet they lived be- 
yond their income. I have been a convention 
-oer all my life time. I was reared and edu- 
cated in a college town to which came the 
leading men of my church. I have known the 
leaders among us for more than forty years, 
yet I have never heard but one of them, in pub- 
lic or private, ever utter a word of financial 
advice to young ministers. The average preach- 
er is utterly untaught in money matters. 

To come to concrete examples. 
preached for a church, got so heavily in debt 
that they let him go to a larger church which 
offered a bigger salary. They hoped he would 
be able to repay them. Instead he got in debt 


again and they let him go at the end of two 


years for that reason. The first church then 
recalled him in hopes that they could collect 
the back debts. They not only failed to do that 
but he secured more loans and made more 
debts, none of which he ever repaid. Another 
preacher borrewed so much and lived to ex- 
travagantly that he owed almost everybody in 
the town. When he was ready to leave he 
asked a deacon for a loan of $200. He re- 
plied, ‘I will not loan you any more but I will 
give you fifty dollars and call our account 
square.” This man’s record became so no- 
torious that once when he asked the cashier of 
a bank for a loan he replied, ‘“‘You can have a 
loan on one condition.” ‘What is the con- 
dition?’ the minister said. “Ye must be born 
again,” was the cashier’s reply. 

I was asked to look over a pile of letters left 
in the pastor’s study by a predecessor. These 
letters consisted of duns from former fields of 
labor and amounted to more than $5000. These 
men were all splendid preachers. These 
things remind me of the darkey who said in an 
experience meeting, “Bredern, I’se been a 
mighty ornery nigger. I’se stole chickens and 
layed craps and poker, but I aint ever lost my 
celigion.” 

Are these exceptional cases? 
I would not write this article. I’can give 
scores of cases as bad or worse. The excep- 
tional case is the minister who keeps his rec- 
ord clear, pays cash as he goes and lives with- 
in his income. 

It is said that the minister is so busy. with 
spiritual things that he has no time to learn 
financial methods. Then take time and you 
will find you are far more successful in reach- 
ing the men of the community where you 
labor. One minister who does business on a 
cash basis, makes it a part of his program to 
keep informed on market conditions and finan- 
cial affairs. He is thus able to talk with busi- 
ness men, bankers and men of large affairs, on 
terms of equality. He knows what he is talk- 
ing about. He does this because, for him it is 
the door of opportunity, his way of gaining en- 
trance to their hearts. After a business talk 
he invariably leads up to some phase of the 
ereater business of the kingdom. We are told 
to be all things to all men. To do that we 


If they were, 


.sons on up-to-date farm methods. 


One man- 


must personally be on the square, financially 
as well,as in other ways. The minister who 
does this will have more power with the peo- 
ple, and infinitely more happiness and self 
respect, as well as the respect of the com- 
munity where he labors. One minister reads 
a good farm paper, so as to be able to talk of 
soil improvement, better seeds, pure bred stock, 
etc., to those of his congregation who are in- 
terested in farm life. He talks to them on 
their own plane, and often teaches them les- 
He wins 
out with it too. 

Boards for the support of super-annuated 
preachers are good things, but every minister 
ought to, barring the emergencies which some- 
times overturn all plans, be his own board. I 
know that only ten men out of a hundred are 
worthy $1000 or more at fifty years of age, but 
the preacher ought to try and be one of the 
ten men. He ought to carry life insurance, ac- 
cident too perhaps, but he ought to learn first 


of all how to do without the unnecessary 
things. 
Campers in the North woods are advised, 


after they come home, to put the things they 
took with them in three piles. First, the things 
used every day. Second, the things used oc- 
casionally. Third, the things not used at all. 
Then next trip to the woods take only the first 
pile. Preachers might get a lesson here. One 
minister buys every pretty necktie he sees. 
He has piles of them at home. If he breaks a 
five dollar bill, he might as well throw the rest 
away for it will soon be gone for the first 
things he sees which are cheap or that take 
his fancy. Some are cranks on buying things 
cheap. That is all right, if you need them. 
Get your clothing, books, and household sup- _ 
plies when prices are down and it is a good in- 
vestment. Don’t buy unless you need these 
things. A young couple were studying and 
practicing scientific efficiency in household 
management. The young husband discovered 
that he could get his shirts made by a seam- 
stress for 35c each if he bought his goods by 
the bolt. He bought a bolt and saved $23 on 
the price of his shirts but he had sixty-nine 
shirts all alike. 

That is efficiency with a vengeance. Cut out 
the things you don’t need. Live within reason. 
Don’t have oysters every night during the 
winter when you have to buy them on credit. 
Buy, and read, not once but several times the 
book called “Keeping Up With Lizzie.” Get its 
lessons well in mind and practice them. I 
called in a preacher’s home. He and his wife 
were just balancing their weekly accounts. I 
asked them to finish before visiting with me. 
I asked how they managed their financial af- 
fairs. There was a column in their account 
book for each principal item of expense, as 
Groceries and Meat, Fuel and Lights, etc. They 
had their budget, lived up to it, set aside some 
each week for the savings account. There was 
some common sense, financial sense, in that 
home. 

Now we are going to assume that you have 
saved something. I am frequently asked by 
ministers, what are safe investments for them. 
The margin of safety, stability of earnings, 
marketability, interest rates, attention requir- 
ed, location of investment, these and other fac- 
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tors, have a bearing upon a safe and profitable 
investment. A safe investment should be one 
that will not depreciate in worth, the security 
should not be fluctuating in value, the interest 
should be as high as is consistent with con- 
servative investments of similar class, and it 
should be readily convertible into cash if oc- 
casion demands. The minister’s equilibrium 
should not be disturbed by any risk connected 
with it. It should be an investment in some- 
thing, not so far away but what he can assure 
himself of its safety and keep in touch with 
any changes which might occur. Listen, don’t 
don’t, DON’T, invest in patent gates, rubber 
plantations, rice farms, orange groves, paper 
cork factories, Florida or California Real Hs- 
tate companies that offer great rates—and yield 
nothing in return. Don’t buy stocks in mines, 
oil companies or the get-rich-quick schemes 
that are being worked off on a gullible public. 

When you get a glittering proposition, put 
it in the stove and think about your work, in- 
stead of the marvelous profits you would— 
never get if you invested in it. Don’t buy 
beautifully engraved certificates of stock in 
Mexican companies where gold dollars grow 
on coffee bushes, tomato vines or rubber 
plants. You know what I mean. Your mail, 
like mine, is flooded with beautiful advertising, 
which is sent to thousands of preachers. The 
firm belief of investment sharks is that a 
sucker is born every minute, and that most 
preachers are suckers. When these tempta- 
tions come, don’t yield. Keep your money. “A 
fool and his money are soon parted.” If a 
thing looks good to you, ask your banker to 
find out about it for you before you invest a 
dollar in it. He will save you and yours many 
an unhappy hour. You have a right to pro- 
tection. If you can’t protect yourself, make a 
confident of a good banker, and let him do it 
for you. One of the leading western preachers 
says, “Three times I have invested all I had; 
way-ups sold the steck; it was absolutely sure; 
there could be no loss, yet three times I have 
lost everything. Now if an angel from heaven 
should come trying to sell me lots in the city of 
Paradise I should tell him to go to—Hades.” 
Capitalists are looking for the “sure things.” 
Most of the mines and oil wells and schemes 
that are exploited are of such a character that 
capitalists will have nothing to do with them. 
Then why should you? When you have quit 
going into debt and have saved a little get a 
business advisor. My own case as an example. 
When I had saved my first $25 I sent it to a 
banker at my old home and asked him to de- 
posit it and send me a time certificate drawing 
3 per cent. The banker in my church, and with 
whom I did business knew nothing of why I 
sent my money away. Neither did the congre- 
gation. It is a good thing to keep your busi- 
ness to yourself. Some churches want a 
preacher to pay cash for all he gets but they 
do not want him to have a dollar besides. As 
the ruling elder of one church told me, “it 
makes a -preacher too independent for him to 
have some money as Rey. M has.” When 
I had accumulated $500, the banker made a 
farm loan for me. This banker had a reputa- 
tion for square dealing. No one ever lost a 
dollar through him. Dealing with such a man 
is far safer than the making of promiscuous 
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loans to friends who would want to borrow 
you if they knew you had money to loan. Y 
may not get as high rates of interest, whe 
you make loans through the channel of a ban 
but you are more likely to get the princip 
back, with a fair rate of interest. You wor 
hard for your money, don’t let some one wo? 
you out of it easily. It is better for a minist 
to advise with a good banker, than with som 
member of his church, for the banker is traine 
to keep the business secrets confided to hir 
which is more than can be said of the averasg 
church member. A preacher wrote me, “If} 
minister has not judgment enough to save + 
to ask for help along that line, it wouid be: 
great blessing if some good Christian busine 
man would take him in tow, and show hi 
where and how and why and when.” Ari 
again, if you have had such a banker adviss 
as I have suggested, your relations with hi 
become collateral in a certain sense, throug; 
which other bankers come to trust in you. 
will thus give you standing with other banl 
and bankers that may be of value to you whe 
you need credit. 

As to forms of investments, U. S. bonds pa 
about 4 per cent. Banks pay depositors fro} 
3 to 4 per cent on time certificates. Specull]) 
tive stocks pay 5 per cent and are very unce4 
tain. Farm mortgages pay 5 to 6 per cent nm 
and are absolutely safe if the titles are goa 
and were properly looked after when the loa 
was negotiated. For the moderate investor, 
speculator, the real estate mortgage is the ma] 
satisfactory form of investment. Since earliey 
times, money loaned on productive land, h 
constituted, probably the safest known form 
investment. The insurance companies that ps 
the largest dividends are the companies th 
invest the largest sums in farm loans. If! 
farm loan is a good thing for the insuran 
company, it is good for the small investc 
Such loans can be secured from first cla 
banks. Almost any bond which is paid frat 
the taxes of the people is safe. These a 
School, Road and Municipal bonds, with Schce 
bonds given the preference. These are so 
usually in small denominations, and offer ¢ 
the qualities of a first class investment, whe4 
safety is the first thought. No matter wh] 
else you invest in, buy insurance in good, o 
line companies, not the kind where you hai 
to die before the company does to get yo 
money. 

Some ministers have an eye to a bargain | 
real estate and can safely buy a home, ir} 
prove it, live in it during their pastorate ail 
sell it later at a profit. But not all can | 
that. Some who were reared on a farm || 
who have some knowledge of farming, may 
justified in buying farm land for rental. || 
know one minister who paid $2700 for twent 
acres, rents it and nets about $400 a year fra 
it. Besides the place has increased $1500 | 
value. I would not have the preacher tall 
time from the great work for the Master, bi 
many who make a megs of their finances cou 
have spent the time now spent in weeping al| 
worrying, in saving something and caring fi 
those savings and been far more efficient bi 
sides in the Lord’s work. The day of the < 
mond tree, when the grasshopper shall be) 
burden, when the clouds return after the 4 


| 


comes with old age. The proverbial rainy 
day will come, maybe with old age, maybe 
sooner. Get ready for it. You have a right to. 
You will be a better Christian and a better 
minister if you can hold up your head and not 
be bound under the burden of debts. Quit 
making them and live within your income. 
Micawber, one of Dicken’s characters, says 
when a man’s income is twenty pounds and he 
spends twenty pounds and sixpence the result 
is misery. When his income is twenty pounds 
and his expenses are nineteen pounds and six- 
pence, the result is happiness. Sound phil- 
osophy this and good advice. A minister does 
not have to be a miser to save. With the use 
of good sense, some self denial, wise judgment, 
careful thought and planning given to the 
financial side of life, he can lead his own peo- 
ple into a larger spiritual life, care for his 
own, and with the blessing of God which is 
promised to those who give as the Lord has 
prospered them, he can at least provide a home 
for himself and the comforts of life for the 
days “when the sun goeth down.” 
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To make the machine self supporting has 
been to some a serious problem, but many 
churches are meeting this issue nicely. Various 
plans are in execution. The charging plan, 
that is, having an admission fee of a few pen- 
nies, is largely used. Some institutions have 
a free entertainment one night, then, with a 
longer program another evening, charge a 
small sum to cover expenses. Most churches 
finally come to the bi-yearly-concert plan. 
That is, twice a year put on a grand concert 
with the best local talent obtainable and at the 
conclusion have a special feature with the 
cinema. A heavy charge can be made for this 
and the concert can be made so attractive that 
it will draw large numbers and through this 
plan enough money can be made to run the 
movie free for the next six months. This plan 
is heartily recommended. Frequently the 
Church School uses the Cinema as a means to 
draw the children out on Sunday by giving 
them a ticket on Sunday for attendance which 
admits them to the Cinema-Concert the follow- 


ing week. 
The work of the cinema is considerable and 
should be departmentalized. At least two 


should be broken in to not only run the ma- 
chine but also care for it, for it should be care- 
fully oiled every time it is used. An older man 
should be chosen to be the superintendent of 


cinema and he should have assistants. This 
head should always be notified when the ma- 
chine is to be used and be there himself to 
run it or have one of his assistants. In his 
hands should be placed the catalogue and he 
should become a guiding influence in the se- 
lection of the films. One of the assistants 
should be made the treasurer and this detail- 
ing of the work of the machine and its use will 
take much responsibility from the pastor’s 
hands. 


The machines are not complicated. Any one 
with a mechanical mind can learn to operate a 
cinema in a short while—then all is needed is 
practice and the matter of changing the reels 
and oiling is negligible. 

If a good machine is secured there need be 
no doubt as to the nature of the picture. They 
will show up well and prove as good as the 
machines at the better movie houses. 


The matter of showing the pictures on Sun- 
day is one for the individual church to decide. 
We never use our machine on Sunday, but 
some churches do in our community, and, they 
say, to good effect. 


The first cost of the machine is rather 
troublesome, but after a personal subscription 
has been made, and an appeal is always good 
for half the cost of the machine in cash, the 
concert-movie plan will most generally clean 
up the rest. All movie companies will sell 
their machine on the installment plan and -lib- 
eral allowances are happily made. 


Do the folks come out to the weekly movie- 
concerts? It has to be seen to be believed 
perhaps, but in this case seeing is believing 
and the value of the cinema is unlimited—but 
it was not the purpose of this paper to touch 
on the values. merely the mechanics of the new 
department. The movie can be used to good 
effect both in the city and country and will 
solve many problems in both places. 


SPEED LIMIT 


An Englishman was boasting to Pat about 
the speed of English trains. 

“Why, Pat,’ said the Englishman, “we run 
our trains so fast in England that the tele- 
graph-poles look like a continuous fence.” 

“Do they now?” said Pat. ‘Well, sir, I was 
on a train wan day in Ireland, and we passed 
first a field of turnips, then wan of carrots, 
then wan of cabbage, and a large pond of 
water, and we were going so fast that it looked 
like Irish stew.” 


A New Service For Expositor Subscribers 


Giving Them a Chance to Reach Laymen With Some of the 
Inspiring Special Articles Appearing in The Expositor 


i sts i i in August 
We have had quite a number of requests for reprint of article that appeared in 
Expositor—“Grandma’s Testimony at the Science Prayer Meeting”—in booklet form and we have 


instructed our printers to proceed with the printing of five thousand. 
$3.00 for 100, postpaid 


$1.00 for 253 


Send in your order now: 


i imi l i j “A Heart-Winning Church,” 
There is a limited supply left of reprints in booklet form of A E 
by Bean Ariottly Stone, D. D., Chicago; and “Men Winning Men,” by Bishop Edwin H. Hughes. 


: Same prices. 


F. M. BARTON, Publisher. 
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Gems for the Busy Trail 


WILLIAM BARNES LOWER 


There are times in every life when one has 
to create his own fire. There are moments 
when the soul seems shocked at is own .naked- 
ness and hurriedly seeks for mental dress. It 
is hard to create a fire if no thought fuel has 
been gathered before. 

If we can go to the wardrobe and hurriedly 
throw over the barren soul a coverlet of 
‘thought the soul takes to rest as the tender 
babe upon the wooing breast of the mother. 
What a garment of joy is a well-stored mind!’ 
What greater incentive to a positive walk of 
rightness every day than to know those words 
of John Kendrick Bangs: 


The thing you think 
May be pen and ink. 
The thing you say 

May be but verbal play. 
The thing you do— 
That’s you. 

How often our ideals are shattered and we 
discover weaknesses in our best friends we 
never suspected. Suddenly our hero has fallen 
wounded. How it brightens life to go to the 
closet and bring out that little gem of Joaquin 
Miller’s: 

“In men whom men pronounce as ill— 
I find so much of goodness still, 

In men whom men pronounce divine, 
I find so much of sin and blot, 

I hesitate to draw the line 

Between the two, since God has not.” 


Or this little bit from Browning helps me to 
estimate myself and place a higher estimate 
of value on my fellow man: 

“All I could never be 

All men ignored in me 

This, I was worth to God, whose, 
Wheel the pitcher shaped.” 


Happy indeed is that mind that has tucked 
away that little gem by Henry Van Dyke on 
“Old and New Friends”: 

“Make new friends, but keep the old; 
Those are silver, these are gold. 
New-made friends, like new-made wine, 
Age will mellow and refine. 

Friendships that have stood the test, 
Time and change are always best. 
Brow may wrinkle, hair turn gray, 
Friendship never- owns decay; 

For ’mid old friends kind and true, 
We once more our youth renew. 

But, alas! old friends must die, 
New friends must their place supply. 
Then cherish friendship in your breast; 
New is good, but old is best. 

Make new friends, but keep the old; 
Those are silver, these are gold.” 


When the trail which we have chosen leads 
us over the rugged mountains of discourage- 
ment, and when we can only see the windings 
but not yet see the terminus, how the little 
poem of Edmund Vance Cooke, “How Did You 
Die?” makes the climb easier: 


“Did you tackle that trouble that come your 
way 


With a resolute heart and cheerful, 
Or hide your face from the light of day 
With a craven soul and fearful? 
O, a trouble’s a ton, or a trouble’s an ounce, 
Or a trouble is what you make it; | 
And it isn’t the fact that you’re hurt that 
counts, 
But only how did you take it? 


“You are beaten to earth. Well, well, what’s 
that? 
Come up with a smiling face; 
It’s nothing against you to fall down fiat, 
But to lie there—that’s disgrace. 
The harder you’re thrown, why, the higher you 
bounce; 
Be proud of your blackened eye. 
It isn’t the fact that you’re licked that counts; 
It’s how did you fight—and why? 


“And, though you be done to the death, what 
then? 
If you battled the best you could, 
If you played your part in the world of men, 
Why, the Critic will call it good. 
Death comes with a crawl or comes with a 
pounce; 
And whether he’s slow or spry, 
It isn’t the fact that you’re dead that counts,. 
But only how did you die?” 


Sam Walter Foss puts into poetry most force- | 
fully a heartening word for the winding trail: | 


“There are hermit souls that live withdrawn 
In the place of their self-content; 

There are souls, like stars, that dwell apart 
In a fellowless firmament; 

There are pioneer souls that blaze their paths 
Where highways never ran; ; 

But let me live by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 


“T know there are brook-gladdened meadows. 
ahead 
And mountains of wearisome height; 
That the road passes on through the long 
afternoon 
And stretches away to the night. 
But still I rejoice when travelers rejoice 
And weep with the strangers that moan; 
For I cannot live by the side of the road 
Like a man who dwells alone. 


“Let me live in my house by the side of the | 
road | 
Where the race of men go by— 
They are good, they are bad; they are weak, 
they are strong; 
Wise, foolish. Well, so am I! 
Then why should I sit in the scorner’s seat, 
Or hurl the cynic’s ban? 
Let me live in my house by the side of the road | 
And be a friend to man.” 


Perhaps you have toiled hard and climbed | 
wearily all the day and you are now above the 
“timber line.” How barren is all nature about | 
you, and the awful silences above and beneath | 
you! How rich is hé who can draw from his 
chamber of memory that gem from William 
Cullen Bryant, “To a Waterfowl”: 

(Continued on page 1170) 
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September is the month for the gathering of 
the clans. The cross calls to service for others, 
and the fall campaign begins. It is not easy 
to start the machinery going especially if the 
church has been “closed” for the summer. 
Hven if everything has been going on as usual 
no doubt. many people have been away and the 
activities haye been curtailed. There is no 
question about the need of something to 
awaken the people and put new enthusiasm 
into the organization. 

We are in the habit of calling this beginning. 
of “after vacation” endeavor or fall activities 
the Rally Season of the church. Our readers 
are located in so many different sections of the 
country (and parts of the world) that we can 
not set any one Sunday and designate it Rally 
Day. With some this day comes the first Sun- 
day in September, but with others the last day 
of the month, while in some localities the first 
Sunday in October is the day. 

The exact date is of small consequence. We 
will treat it as Rally Day and undertake to 
suggest to our readers suitable methods for 
the occasion. There is no more important 
date in the church year and should be ade- 
quately planned for. 

* * * 

We are going to suggest that you secure and 
read as early in the year as possible “The 
Modern Meaning of Church Membership” by 
John M. Versteeg (Methodist Book Concern, 
N. Y.) It is different from many of the books 
that have been written about the church. It 
is not a criticism but an appreciation. It has 
a “snap and a go” to it that creates confidence 
and encourages loyalty to the church. It is 
only 160 pages long and is easily and quickly 
read. We suggest that you get a copy of it and 
make its message the basis of your Rally Day 
sermon. 

You will find much encouragement and 
stimulation in a book from the press of the 
Macmillan Co., N. Y. ($2.50) entitled “The 
Spirit.” It is a symposium on the relation of 
God and man considered from the standpoint 
of recent philosophy and science. The papers 
are edited by B. H. Streeter, fellow of Queen’s 
College Oxford. This bock has been referred 
to as being one of the most significant contri- 
butions to the refutation of the mechanistic 
theory of the universe, and a stimulating de- 
fence of vitalism. The book seeks to present 
“a religion passionate and ethical, mystical 
and practical.” This, too, is a good book to 
read at the beginning of a new church year. 

* * * 

The month of September is, for many pas- 
tors, a planning month. There are ten months 
ahead of us and they are going to be strenuous 
ones. We might as well face the facts bravely. 
There is a tremendous struggle on between 
capital and labor and the whole country and 
the world at large are in an unsettled condi- 
tion. Almost everything is in the balance and 
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what the minister needs is vision to see and 
mind to understand and will to achieve. Now 
the one thing we all must do, no matter what 
else we may do or think and that is to keep the 
church moving forward by well ordered plans. 
Let us think over and through our plans for 
the friendly every-member-canvass, the finan- 
cial success, plans for evangelism, and young 
people’s work. If you did not do this during 
vacation, now is the time to get busy. 

Let us make a personal request.- Put the 
name of the editor of this department on your 
mailing list and send him everything you pos- 
sibly can in the way of printed matter and 
sermon topics, etc. Tell us how you raise your 
money, how you reach and hold your men and 
young people. What are you doing Sunday 
nights? Tell us about how you use moving 
pictures and the stereopticon. Everything will 
help to make this department not only the 
best in the world, but the most helpful to our 
readers. Send everything to Rev. Elisha A. 
King, 594 South 11th St., San Jose, Cal. 


PLANS FOR RALLY DAY 

1. Rally Day is the usual name given to 
the day of arousement. Another term is “Com- 
mencement Day,” and still another ‘‘Post-Vaca- 
tion Program.” It might be called “The Fall 
Revival.” Perhaps the newest term is “For- 
ward Step Day,” or “Forward Step Week” if 
the program lasts a week as it does in some 
cases. It is iinportant to call things by their 
right names and a fresh or different name often 
arouses attention. 

2. The efforts of Rally Day are usually 
focused on the Church School. This is per- 
fectly natural because the children and young 
people are familiar with the periods of be- 
ginning school work. They have been on va- 
cation and their families have been more or 
less away and lax in regard to church attend- 
ance. The aim of the revival program should 
be first of all to call in the members of the 
Church School. 

3. The best kind of rallying program in- 
cludes the whole church. In a small-town- 
church it is possible to reach everybody, and 
to stir up every society and organization. A 
letter or card should be sent to everybody or 
to each family either by mail or Boy Scouts or 
by a visitation committee. Incorporated in the 
announcement may well be the outline pro- 
gram of church work from “Rally Day to 
Christmas.” Looking ahead this way gives the 
people something special to think about 

4. As to invitation let us suggest the Codi- 
gram published in colors by the Goodenough 
& Woglom Co., N. Y. This is 7x8 inches in size 
and has a place for the signature of pastor or 
superintendent ($1.25 per 100). Their series 
of post card invitations, also in colors, at the 
same price, are about the most beautiful we 
have ever seen. Woolverton, at Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, can furnish Rally Day cards (black and 
white 3x5 inches) at forty cents per 100. From 
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David C. Cook, Elgin, Ill., you can secure at 
low rates many devices. We suggest that you 
write for Cook’s catalogue. You can also get 
from him posters and decorations for the day. 
Do not forget your own denominational head- 
quarters. Very likely you can secure what you 
need from that source. Before deciding on an 
invitation go to your local telegraph station 
and ask the manager if he would furnish you 
with telegram blanks and envelopes free. You 
can have these printed and delivered to your 
people by one of your young people’s clubs. 
This has been done in some cities and it re- 
duces the cost to the church and advertises 
the telegraph company. 

5. The souvenir for the day is an important 
item to the boys and girls. It may be a little 
button or a picture card, but it ought to be 
something. The firms mentioned under No. 4 
will furnish these at a reasonable rate. 


6. Do not forget the offering envelope. From 
this source you are to receive the money to 
pay your Rally Day expenses. It is best, we 
have found, to send the offering envelope along 
with the invitation. This usually brings the 
largest returns. People are willing to give 
in this way especially if they know that the 
money, or a part of it, goes to pay the ex- 
penses. If you are using the Duplex Envel- 
opes of the Richmond, Va. type, you may al- 
ready have special envelopes. 


7. In some churches it is very much worth 
while to combine the Church School session 
with the morning service of worship. In some 
parts of the country the Church School meets 
in the morning and in some others in the 
afternoon. On Rally Day a combination meet- 
ing brings the church into close relation to 
the school. This plan ought to be the means 
of enriching the whole service. Sometimes, 
but not often, the special program is at night. 
It is considered best to have it in the morning. 


8. The program itseif it the most important 
part of the day. Most churches and schools 
work very hard to get a crowd. When it gets 
there ‘feed it,” as C. D. Meigs used to say. 
Give the folks a good, interesting and instruc- 
tive program of music, recitations, dialogues 
and addresses; not long ones, but well select- 
ed and, as far as possible, have them apply to 
church and school efficiency. The program 
should be planned around a certain idea or 
purpose so that when it is over everyone will 
be conscious of the purpose and work of the 
school and the church and feel like taking 
hold. That is really the value of it all. 


9. Rally Day should be made to produce 
new names and addresses for the calling com- 
mittee to look up. One Rally Day that we ob- 
served brought us a large number of new peo- 
ple. We enclosed with our invitation a card 
of admission to the exercises bearing a space 
for the name and address of the person using 
the card. The ushers were provided with pen- 
cils and instructed to secure the signature of 
each person attending. Extra cards were pro- 
vided for those who had forgotten to bring 
the original. Through this plan we found sev- 
eral “lost” pupils and families and learned of 
many new “prospects.” These cards of ad- 
mission were filed and used to great advantage. 


RALLY DAY IN WISCONSIN 


Rey. M. S. Benjamin of Florence . 

We hold our Rally Day soon after the public © 
school opens, generally on the second Sunday — 
in September. Our Rally Day is principally © 
under the auspices of the Sunday School but 
we try to make it for the whole church and © 
generally hold it on Sunday evening, because 
as a rule our evening services are more largely © 
attended than the morning services. 

For this year’s Rally Day we have secured 
a number of slides on various church activi- 
ties which we expect to show the evening of 
the rally at the conclusion of the program. 
The slides are various class pictures of the 
Sunday School, Daily Vacation Bible School, 
boys and girls camping pictures, delegates to 
various conferences or conventions during past 
year. 

Our superintendent of the Sunday School 
being very original, during July and August 
promised to take a picture of every class that 
had perfect attendance during said month. 
Consequently every class had its perfect at- 
tendance and its picture taken. Slides were 
made of these which in showing naturally 
draws every member of the Sunday School and 
the members of the church, being parents of 
the school children come to see the faces of 
their children on the screen. You can imagine 
what a large attendance we have. At that 
time .we lay our fall and winter plans before 
the whole congregation. 


RALLY DAY CANDLES 

The following interesting story and practical 
method is of special interest. At Pilgrim 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y., Rally Day as such was 
a failure. It was well planned and looked as 
though it must succeed, but a beautiful Satur- 
day was followed by a record breaking Sunday 
with the wind seeking a resting place at the 
rate of 72 miles an hour, and the rain descend- 
ing in sheets. But we had a rally service just 
the same, with a survival of the wettest. A 
second effort at a rally was made a few weeks 
later, though it was not called a rally. Invita- 
tions to all the members of the school were 
sent out announcing a candle day service and 
on this Sunday there were racks of candles 
upon the platform, each shelf bearing the name 
of the teacher and having upon it a candle for 
each member of the class. 

At roll call the names of the classes were 
called and all who were present had candles 
lighted for them. Provision was made for vis- 
itors’ candles as well, and soon the whole plat- 
form was in a blaze of light. Only a small per- 
centage of the Sunday School enrollment failed 
to be present. An inspirational address was 
given and Pilgrim Sunday School started out 
on its fall campaign, having had the most 
successful rally in its history. 


COMMUNITY RALLY PARADE 

In the town of Winnebago, Minn., all Protes- 
tant Sunday Schools united in a grand parade 
on rally day in which a third of the population 
marched. Led by drummers the parade went 
through the business section of the city, and 
at a certain corner, all-rallied around a flag- 
staff and sang “America” and “Onward Chris- 
tian Soldiers.” 
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¥ The Westminster Presbyterian Church 


TWO MONTHS’ FALL PROGRAM 
of 


Berkeley, Cal., worked out the following rally 
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plan last year. The dates and themes were as 
follows: 
September 19—Loyalty Day. 


Pastor’s Theme, “The Church—My Duty.” 


; September 26—Rally Day in the Sunday 
School. 
_ Pastor’s Theme, “The Church and Bible 
School.” 


: 


; 
4 
the Family at Church. 


October 3—Family Day. Every Member of 


Pastor’s Theme, ‘‘The Church and the Home.” 
_ October 10—Auto Day. Bringing the Shut- 


In Ones to Church. 


Pastor’s Theme, “The Church Ministering.” 
October 17—Lookout Day. “Lift up your 
eyes and look on the fields.” 
_ Pastor’s Theme, “The Church’s Vision and 
Obligation.” 


RALLY DAY IN A LIVE CHURCH 
Rey. Leroy Dakin of Charleston, W. Va., in 


a forceful article in ‘“‘The Baptist” says some 
vital things about Rally Day. We have taken 
the following extracts from it: 


“The first task in preparation for rally day 


‘is to determine upon the dominant objectives 
of the church for the months ahead. The sec- 


ond is to prepare such a program for the day 


‘as shall move the souls of folk and stir them to 


earnest resolution and desire to hitch them- 
selves up to the work of the church with eager 
conse“ration of mind and heart. The third is 


‘to muster out the whole body of church folk 
that they may hear the rally day program and 


be mobilized for the proposed ministry. 
“Back of raily day is the conviction that hbe- 


yond all our distinctly personal obligations as 


disciples of Christ there are other definite and 


important obligations upon us as churc’: mem- 


bers. Each church has a ministry in and to its 


community. Ali members are under obligation 


to team-work for the achieveine.! 


of this min- 
istry. It cannot ve escaped except by dis- 
loyalty. This is the program of ministry to- 
ward which rally day looks and which is its 


task to present and interpret so as to command 


‘eager response and ready allegiance. The 
wealth and attractiveness of the church’s op- 
portunities for worshipful service, instruction, 
training, teaching, leadership, friendship, and 
the investment of personality, talents and re- 
sources, must be presented with all the appeal 
their merit warrants. The whole ministry of 
the church constitutes the challenge that is to 
be presented on rally day.” 

Concerning the Program of Preparation he 
enumerates the following things that should 
be done: 

“A pastoral letter to the whole church con- 
stituency calling all to service and enclosing 
an enlistment card suggesting possible activi- 
ties. 

“Presentation of the fall program to the 
church for approval and adoption after neces- 
sary changes. 

“Attractive postcard announcement concern- 
ing school fall program over the signatures of 
the director and the superintendent of the 


school. 
“Conference of school staff on fall program 
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for the school. 

“Postcards from teachers to all enrolled pu- 
pils and prospects. 

“Departmental staff meeting to complete 
definitely plans for rally day, introduce new 
workers in the departments, etc. 

“Meeting of the whole school staff, with 
church officers and workers at mid-week serv- 
ice of church for special prayer and consecra- 
tion service. 

“At succeeding Sunday morning services 
during the month: The Lord’s Supper and our 
call to walk with God; reference to public 
schools and Christ’s commission to the church 
to teach; going-away service for college stu- 
dents, with a message on Christ’s call for our 
best. 

“Pcsimning of regular Sunday evening evan- 
gelisti¢ campaign with after-meetings for 
praise and testimony.” 

He does not think of Rally Day as an end 
but rather as a means to an end. He has this 
to say about the Campaign Program after 
Rally Day: 

“October will be visitation month. The dea- 
cons and the deaconesses will lead the church 
in an every member visitation campaign. 

“A second pastoral letter will breathe a per- 
sonal word of inspiration and entreaty an@ cil: 
in all enlistment cards not brought in cz valiy 
day. 

“The first week will be adult week: Brother- 
hood banquet; women’s rally; all adult classes 
at mid-week service for word from pastor and 
special class business meeting following. 

“Young people’s week in charge of pastor’s 
assistant and young people’s council. 

“Children’s week with special parties for all 
departments of the elementary division of the 
school. 

“Three-day workers’ institute. 

“Hallowe’en social under auspices of young 
people’s council. 

“November and December program of per- 
sonal evangelism. 

“Mirst two weeks of November nightly meet- 
ings for prayer. Daily house-to-house can- 
vassing, beginning at the doors of the church, 
to find the unsaved and the non-churched. 

“Decision day in the school on Thanksgiving 
Sunday. : 

“Preparations for Christmas services. 

“Various organizations used to quicken in- 
terest in and strengthen the evangelistic effort 
of the Sunday evening services. 

“Those who are to run in a race prepare for 
it and come to the line at the call to get set. 
The starter’s call, ‘Ready!’ is a summons to 
listen alertly for the pistol—the signal to run. 
The work of the days preceding rally day con- 
stitutes the call to ‘get set.’ Rally day itself 
is the ‘Ready!’ cry. The program of rally day 
is the ‘pistol’ releasing all to do their best for 
Christ and the church. It is time now to ‘get 
set’ for the greatest service we have ever ren- 
dered for the advancement of the kingdom of 
our Christ.” 


REACH THE BOYS WITH MODERN CALL 

If you would like to be reminded of the ma- 
terial progress the world has made, examine 
the printed invitations used by the churches 
since church publicity began. Every invention 
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of great importance has been used to point a 
moral or embellish a piece of printed matter. 
The steam cars, electric cars, the bicycle, the 
automobile, and now the flying machine. We 
used to print pictures of the telephone, the 
telegraph, etc. Now almost every boy in the 
land is either talking “wireless” or practicing 
it. Our town is full of amateur wires and poles 
and stations for the purpose of sending and re- 
ceiving messages. The boy is wide awake in 
this particular field. 

The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, has 
proven-its understanding by publishing a 
splendid ‘Radio Message” Rally Day invitation. 
It is illustrated showing the wireless apparatus 
and a young man at the instrument. It is a 
post card and is ready to be mailed. The price 
is $1.25 a hundred, $6.00 for 500. If you use it 
you will surely make a hit with the boys. 


WINNING WAYS RALLY 

The St. Andrew’s School has an attractive 
Rally Day poster. At the top is a picture of 
an up-to-date automobile. Under it are the 
words “All Aboard.” Rally Day is the last Sun- 
day in September and the call reads, “All 
aboard for a trip into the new year of a doing, 
growing, going school.” At the bottom is this 
suggestion, “259--U—260.” 


RALLY DAY BULLETIN 

Send to Woolverton, Cedar Falls, lowa, for 
his “Rally Day Bulletin.” You will find it full 
of suggestive messages, invitations, pins and 
almost everything for your use already pre- 
pared. The prices are reasonable. The small- 
est church in the country can have such print- 
ed matter. 


RALLYING THE CHURCH FORCES 

One of the best pastoral preparations for 
Rally Day we have seen comes from the First 
Congregational Church of Denver, Colo., Rev. 
Robert Hopkin is pastor. He wrote the fol- 
lowing message and sent it to all his people 
on a post card: 

This card is to remind you that the summer 
truce to our church activities has come to an 
end, and that on Sunday morning next, at 11 
o’clock, public worship will be resumed. On 
the Sunday following, at 10 o’clock, the Church 
School will be reopened. Surely never before 
in all the history of the world, was the church 
needed more than at the present time, for the 
true church is the leaven of all those peace- 
bringing qualities which war-weary men and 
women are everywhere seeking so eagerly to- 
day. Your minister realizes the importance of 
the church’s place and the church’s mission 
as he never did before, and he will always en- 
deavor to make the various services a real aid 
to the development of the higher life in the 
individual, in the city, and in the world. Will 
you not regard our church as your opportunity 
to help on the coming of the better time, and 
by your loyalty and devotion make it strong 
and efficient for the glorious work to which 
it is called? 

Attend the Reopening Services Next Sunday! 


RALLY DAY NOTES 
1. In sending out your Rally Day invitations 
write a special note to the absent members. 


Ask them to forward a “written excuse” th 
can be read, or otherwise used, in connecti 
with the exercises. Also enclose an offeri 
envelope. 

2. Pay special attention to the pupils, bot 
old and young, who have attended all the sum 
mer sessions of the school, either the regula 
Sunday School, or the Vacation Daily 
School or some other school during vacatio 
absence. | 

3. Take plenty of time to arrange the pre 
gram and ample time to train the young pec 
ple. Several years ago we saw a program a 
most thrown together. It went wretchedli 
One of the workers said, “I will never under 
take to get up another program on so sho» 
a notice! Next year we will begin in plenty c 
time.” Better not have a program at all tha 
to have one you have to apologize for. 

4. Print this on your Rally Day literatur 

“The church is not a refrigerator for pré 
serving perishable piety. It is a dynamo fa 
charging human wills. The object of th 
church is not to tell how to dodge difficulties 
but to furnish strength and courage to meé 
them. The business of the church is not tf 
furnish hammocks for the lazy. It is rather t 
offer well-fitting yokes for drawing life’s loads 
The man who does not attend any church vir 
tually votes to do away with all churches.” 

5. One very effective incentive to increase: 
attendance is a chart showing the attendance 
of the school (and the church if possible) fo 
the past year. Show how and where improve 
ment for the new year can be made. 

6. Rally Day is a good day to “install” nex 
teachers or officers or establish new depart 
ments such as the Home Department (if th 
school has never had one). This is the seasoi 
of beginnings. If you are introducing a mov 
ing picture machine dedicate it today. 

7. If it seems wise to make any distinctio3 
between those who have merely been away 01 
vacation and those who are really “back-slid 
ers” (in matter of attendnace) a special lette 
could be sent to the latter announcing th 
event as a “Home Coming Day.” 

8. Some churches have had a “grand pro 
cessional” of all the departments of the churc! 
school from the cradle roll to the home depart 
ment. All march in singing “Onward Chris 
tian Soldiers.” This worked so well on on 
occasion that on the year following the chure 
officials were urged to join the processior 
This group headed the line and made a dee 
impression. As they reached the platform the 
took their places, as on a reviewing stand, an 
“reviewed” the departments as they passed by 


FROM RALLY DAY TO THE EVERY 
MEMBER CANVASS 
The Steubenville, Ohio, Christian chure 
printed an outline of its fall campaign the las 
Sunday in July just previous to the vacatio 
month which was evidently in August. Th 
people had a chance to see the program fro} 
September 7, to October 12. This was called 


-“Go to Church and Sunday School Campaign 


(Six strenuous weeks). The program is sus 
gestive and we present it here in part as fo 
lows: 
Look Forward 
Fall Campaign in Our Church and Sunday 
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, School Work 

1. Go To Church and Sunday School Cam- 
paign: . : 

Sunday, Sept. 7—Parents’ Day. Every Pa- 
rent Present. . Sermon—‘The Parent as a 
Teacher.” 

Sunday, Sept. 14—Boys’ and _ Girls’ 
(ages 8-16). Object Sermon—‘100 Per 
Boys and Girls.” 

Sunday, Sept. 21—Children’s Day (ages 5-8). 
Sermon—‘The Child to Lead.” 

Sunday, Sept. 28—Old Folks’ Day. 
—‘A Debt We Owe.” 

Sunday, October 5—New Membership Day. 
HKvery one a personal worker. Sermon—‘“Los- 
ing to Save.” VICTORY GIFT DAY—Bringing 
Souls and Money to God. 

Sunday, October 12—Festival Day (Home 
Coming). Sermon—‘“‘Assembling Together.” 
A Thanksgiving day Junior Congregation wor- 
ship last Sunday in every month, beginning in 
September. Full announcement made later. 

2. Social Visitation Campaign (for six 
weeks, beginning October 5). 

3. Graded Mission Study Classes (six weeks, 
beginning October 5). 

4. Hvangelistic Meetings (three weeks, be- 
ginning October 26). We are planning to make 
this a big meeting for soul saving and recon- 
secration. 

5. Every Member Canvass (for local ex- 
penses of church and missions). To make this 
campaign a glorious success preparation has 
already been begun. 

. Let’s Start Our Fall Work With A Vim! 
Hverybody on the Job Sept. 7. 


Day 
Cent 


Sermon 


A VACATION REMINDER FROM THEIR 
PASTOR 

Not every minister feels it his duty to send 
business messages to the members of his 
church. It is a free period and most ministers 
seek to forget their church burden for a time. 
That is what vacation is for. However, there 
are times when the wise and anxious pastor 
may well devote a little vacation thought to 
his church. Here is a letter from Rev. A. S. 
Beale, of Highland Church, Lowell, Mass. It 
shows careful thought and planning. Mr. 
Beale says: 

“This is a letter from the pastor of your 
church. It is written while he is still away on 
his vacation, but he is at work making prep- 
aration for the coming season of happy effort 
in Highland Church. 

“Now if he is willing to give of his vaca- 
tion time to seek the success of the work in 
your community, he feels sure that you will 
give a few moments to the reading of this let- 
ter. And he is also sure that you will do your 
best to make effective the suggestions he 
wants to offer. 

“1. Highland Church has a program for the 
entire season. That means business, does it 
not? Will you take the enclosed copy of the 
program and read what we seek for the month 
of September. 

“(a) Highland Church will make much of 
social features this year. This month we have 
plans making for a get-together social and for 
other rally methods. 

“(b) Note in this connection the Visitation 
Sunday on Sept. 21. That day we hope to have 


a visiting of every family in our parish; not 
for money, but just for friendship’s sake. 

“2. The great, big desire of your pastor’s 
heart is that you will take hold and make this 
church ‘of the people, by the people and for 
the people’ a real community center of loving 
fellowship and American ideals. That is what 


the. Congregational Church in this neighbor- 
hood ought to be.” 


DRUM UP A CROWD 

Send 95c to F. M. 
Barton, Caxton Bldg. 
Cleveland, Ohio, and 
get a copy of this 
cut for your church 
calendar. 


TEN IDEAS FOR 
RALLY DAY 


In a most interest- 
ing article in “The 
Continent” by Agnes 
Miller, we are told 
of the _ following 
things to do on Rally 
Day: 


DONT FAIL TO BE 
"PRESENT ON=« 
1. Let the super- 


RALLY DAY 


coming year’s work according to a clear plan 
which shows definite goals to be attained by 
the school. For instance, outline different 
courses to be studied, definite philanthropic 
activities to be engaged in, specific sums of 
money to be raised. A general view of the 
work is interesting to all older pupils and 
teachers. If care is taken to announce only 
What can safely be undertaken, expectations 
will likely be exceeded. 

2. Do a_ beautiful service to your own 
church by having the school, or perhaps one 
department plant bulbs, either outdoors or in 
boxes, which will come up the following spring 
for Haster use. 

3. Young children are easily overlooked on 
rally day. .Avoid this mistake by having one of 
the best teachers tell a good story for them, 
which, while announced especially for the 
younger children, will be so carefully selected 
as to interest older ones also and thus hold 
the attention of all. 

4. Make: much of the offering. Have it col- 
lected, consecrated, counted and the total an- 
nounced during the program. Then give a 
brief interesting statement about the work for 
which. it is intended. 

5. Feature the singing particularly. Have 
plenty of good devotional and patriotic hymns, 
carefully selected. This is an easy and, with 
a little care, a successful way of getting en- 
thusiasm started, and it is excellent to employ 
on an opening day when it is hard to get a good 
speaker. 

6. Announce any prizes which are to be 
awarded in the course of the year. Try hav- 
ing class prizes as well as awards for indi- 
vidual work. 

7. Give an invitation to a social event for 
the whole school, which is to be on a definite 
date usually not more than two weeks away, 

8. Announce some new attractions not used 
before in the church or school—the formation 
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of a children’s choir, the preaching of chil- 
dren’s sermons, story-telling once a month 
during the opening exercises, or the like. 

9. Have a special message of encourage- 
ment for the teachers somewhere in the pro- 
gram. The pastor may speak briefly to the 
teachers, so that the pupils may see that the 
teachers are held in respect by and have the 
support of the authorities. 

10. If any teacher or member of your 
church has visited a distant part of the coun- 
try during his vacation, ask him to give a 
brief talk about it and to arrange a small ex- 
hibit of the picture post cards and snap-shots 
which undoubtedly he has, for the pupils to 
look at after his talk. This is a simple and 
eifective way of helping the Americanization 
program. 


A GREAT EVANGELISM FOR THE FALL 

The following splendid plans are taken from 
“The American Missionary Magazine” and are 
exceedingly suggestive: 

The work of the church frequently opens in 
the fall with a church Rally. If properly ad- 
vertised and carried through a Rally will re- 
enlist the members returning to their homes 
after their summer vacations and enlist the 
newcomers to the parish. It causes the people 
of the community to think of their obligations 
to the church and to plan for their own par- 
ticipation in its worship and service. It ac- 
quaints the community with the church, its 
plans, its methods, its personnel, and its out- 
look. 

The Object of the Chureh Rally. The object 
of the Church Rally is to put the worship and 
service of the church into the thought of the 
people, and everything should be done to this 
end. Some useful methods are the writing of 
personal ietters to former members, the use of 
printed invitations, the wide distribution of 
material bearing upon the work of the church, 
and attractive announcements in store win- 
dows and in the daily papers, together with 
an inviting and wide-awake program for the 
day, and, above all else: in value, the per- 
sonal work of the members of the congrega- 
tion in inviting others. The church of course 
is under a very heavy responsibility that the 
program as advertised be carried through, and 
that all who have.a part in the program really 
“deliver the goods;”’ that the music and the 
sermon and all other parts of the service be 
such as to cause those who come in response 
to the invitation to want to make church- 
going, and especially to this church, a part of 
their weekly schedule. 

The Fall Canvass for New Names. In pre- 
. paring for Rally Day the pastor and his work- 
ers must compile an accurate list of newcomers 
and to this list new names will be added con- 
tinually. The public school cards will supply 
the names and addresses of families having 
children. 

The Fall Visitation. Following Rally Day 
there should be a painstaking visitation of the 
entire parish. In doing this a pastor may use 
to advantage some of his lay-helpers, but it 
should be borne in mind that a visit from a 
layman never takes the place in the mind of a 
family of a visit from the pastor himself, 

Pastoral Calling. It is not necessary to intro- 


duce here a discussion of pastoral calling ex- 
cept to say this: In making a call on a family 
the pastor should have in mind just what his 
object is. This may be outlined in part as fol- 
lows. He represents the organized church in 
its worship and service, and his conversation, 
as well as his presence, should emphasize this 
act. His conversation will naturally begin 
with the family, the members of the family, 
where they have employment, if they are pro- 
gressing in their employment; what kinds of 
ambitions the different members may have; 
what sort of an ideal the mother has for the 
future of her children; what are the dominat- 
ing interests in the family life; what interest 
there is in religion; what participation they 
have had in church life and work heretofore; 
the special needs of the family; in what man- 
ner the church may make a definite contribu- 
tion, both to the family life and-to the lives of 
the individuals, and to what specific tasks in 
the church they can be invited. These are in 
brief some of the topics the pastor should have 
in mind as he directs his conversation. Of 
course it is understood that the pastor will be 
wise enough not to make this evident, but the 
visit should result in the pastor’s coming away 
from that home with these items of- informa- 
tion securely fixed in his own mind, and as 
soon as he reaches his study he should put on 
paper his impressions, the needs and the op- 
portunities of this family. In this way he has 
before him the data upon which to base the 
campaign which he and the members of his 
church will carry through, the object of which 
is that the church shall minister to the needs 
of this family, and shall win them to whole- 
hearted service in the church and fellowship 
of its worship. When one realizes the long 
and careful period of cultivation required to 
bring a family not in touch with the church 
into active participation in its worship and 
service, he will weigh very carefully the var- 
ious elements of such a program and will ap- 
praise the introductory visit and analysis of 
conditions and opportunities very highly in- 
deed. A parish visitation carried out along 
these lines will indicate to the church and its 
officers the possibilities for evangelistic serv- 
ice in the year’s work. 

What is here described as “The Fall Visita- 
tion” and listed as part of the fall program 
ought to be in a way continuous; that is to say, 
the pastor will be finding new people whom he 
will look up in the same painstaking way as 
he has those of whom he learned through the 
fall activities. If this work is not started and 
carried as far as possible in the fall, it adds 
much to the complexity of the after-Christmas 
or pre-Lenten program. 

The Fall Reeeption. Many churches plan 
for a fail reception of new members at the 
October or November communion. If the Visi- 
tation has been carefully made it will be found 
especially advisable to follow with a fall re- 
ception of members, for the pastor will find 
families who are willing and ready to join the 
church at the first invitation either by letter 
or on confession. There will also be a number 
who, though willing, were prevented for one 
reason or another from uniting with the church 
at the Haster or spring communion, but who 
are now ready to become members. A sgur- 
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prisingly large number of people may be 
brought into the church at the fall communion. 
The pastor should prize such an ingathering 
very highly, not only because those who unite 
with the church in the fall gain what amounts 
almost to a full year of service, but also be- 
cause such a reception will give tone and di- 
rection to the whole year’s plan. It will cen- 
ter the thought of the church upon this fact— 
that the church has a clearly defined program 
with a definite aim, the enlisting of people in 
the worship and service of the church. 

Results of the Fall Work. The pastor should 

come to the holiday season having accomplish- 
ed three definite things: 
_ 1. Through the Rally he has encouraged his 
people to keep up the habit of regular church- 
going, and has assisted others to form the 
church-going habit. 

2. Through the visitation he has secured 
the names and addresses of new families, with 
definite information concerning them without 
which his efforts are bound to be shots in’ the 
dark. 

3. He has welcomed into the church all 
those who are willing to come, and by so doing 
given his people a vision of the possibilities of 
the year’s program, and has registered clearly 
in the minds of the people his determination to 
carry through a practical plan of church work. 


AN AFTER VACATION LETTER 

Rev. J. R. Morgan, of Minneapolis, sent the 
following to his people after he returned from 
vacation. In ways like this a pastor can keep 
in sympathetic touch with his people: 

My dear Friends: 

I am glad to greet you after a wonderfully 
refreshing vacation when I have taken time to 
view the task and opportunity of our church 
from a distance. I am deeply convinced that 
we have a real field for service and am more 
confident and enthusiastic than ever before. 

Next Sunday morning at 10:30 we shall re- 
sume the services of our church and I am 
looking forward with delight of meeting again 
in the worship of Him whose blessings have 
been so real and unmistakable. 

We have seen our church grow in spirit and 
in usefulness. We have found that faith and 
courage which is so essential to success. We 
have laid foundations deep and strong and are 
now ready for increased responsibility. I 
thank God for the joy of continuing to serve 
you in sacred things and remind you of my 
growing desire to be more truly your pastor 
and friend and brother than ever before. 

I call upon you to abandon yourself in en- 
tire consecration to the honorable service of 
God and number yourself among those upon 
whom we can depend as we array our forces 
to meet our new problems. 

Trusting that I shall meet you on Sunday 
morning and thanking you for what you have 
meant in the past as I count on you for the 
future. 


LABOR DAY SUNDAY THIS YEAR 
For many years Labor Day or Labor Sunday 
has been a most interesting and helpful occa- 
sion in many churches. The cause of the work- 
er with all the usual humanitarian appeal 
made a strong presentation. The programs 
usually provided by the Federal Council were 


they? 


instructive and interesting. The churches 
throughout the land have done much to en- 
hance the cause of labor by these annual pro- 
grams. The social creed of the churches has 
long been a real part of the churches’ program, 
but it has not always been lived up to or fully 
appreciated as an ideal. Now we are face to 
face with some very vital and serious consid- 
erations. 

This year the local church and minister 
must recognize the unsettled condition that 
exists in the whole world. Capital and labor 
are not working in perfect harmony and we are 
not sure their ideals are anywhere near the 
same. A friend of the writer, a labor leader, 
said recently that he is sure that both sides are 
at fault. He hopes to see all the questions at 
issue between them settled by arbitration and © 
conciliation. The Christian leader is asking 
that capital and labor come together and in the 
spirit of fairness and desire to understand each 
other, discuss all the conditions and come to 
an agreement that will look forward to co- 
operation and progress. 

There never was a time when the spirit of 
Christ (the spirit of Good Will) was needed 
more than now. The minister can do a world 
of good this year by preaching a sermon on the 
fundamental need of good will among men. No 
progress can be made so long as there is mu- 
tual suspicion, and hatred existing among men. 
If the church has any mission to the world 
just now it is to tell men the necessity of gat- 
ting together. What the world at large needs 
is the religion of Jesus Christ. It needs to 
practice it. 

The church must not retract from her pre- 
vious emphasis upon the social gospel. If the 
teachings of Jesus cannot be applied to the 
social conditions of the present what good are 
Christianity has influenced the world 
tremendously in the past and it will continue 
to do so in the future. Every minister can help 
the cause of brotherhood and justice this year 
by preaching a Labor Day sermon on the fun- 
damental principles of good will, brotherhood, 
and progress. Make a plea for justice and hu- 
manitarianism. Urge arbitration and concilia- 
tion. Deal with the great laws of the Chris- 
tian life, and avoid petty party propaganda. 


SUNDAY EVENINGS ABOUT DOORS 

Rev. H. S. Smith of Atlanta, Ga., has used 
the following topics on “Seven of Life’s Doors” 
with much success. 

The Door of Opportunity. Rev. 3:8. 

The Wonderful Door. Jno. 10:9. 

The Door of the Heart. Rev. 3:20. 

The Magic Door. Luke 11:9. 

The Closed Door. Matt. 25:10. 

The Door of Hope. Hosea 2:15. 

The Last Open Door. Job 38:17. 


PUBLICITY THROUGH ART 

Rev. Fred R. Marsh of Tavares, Florida, is 
following a unique plan in advertising his 
services. He has drawn several water-color 
views illustrating the subject of the coming 
week and some of the young people have put 
in the lettering. These are placed in a prom- 
inent place in the town and people stop to 
view the pictures and so get knowledge of the 
meetings. 
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HOW ONE MINISTER GETS CHILDREN 
TO CHURCH 

“Rev. Henry Hughes, of Keene Valley, N. Y., 
has inaugurated in his church a unique cus- 
tom,” says the “N. Y. Congregational State 
News,” “calculated not only to bring to the 
morning service all children in the parish be- 
tween the ages of 10 and 15, but to hold their 
close attention to all parts of the service. Mr. 
Hughes has sent the following outline oi this 

plan: 

“The children are provided with small note- 
books in which they enter the number and title 
of hymn (if no title a sentence or two of the 
hymn), the Scripture lesson, where it is in the 
Bible and what it is about, a few sentences 
from the prayer, the second hymn, the text of 
the sermon and a page or two about subject 
matter of sermon, and the closing hymn. 

“The notebooks are handed in to the pastor 
at the end of every two months for his examin- 
ation. Each one whose book shows attendance 
six Sundays, and is acceptable, gets a good 
story book. In this way every child will get six 
books a year. The value of the plan is first, 
that children attend preaching service; they 
come with their parents and enjoy doing so. If 
parents do not attend, this may interest them. 
Second, children learn to listen and will be- 
come familiar with hymn book and hymns, 


Scripture, prayer and sermon and they will re- 


member. Third, children get good books to 
read. A family of three will have 18 books at 
the end of the year.” 


A NEW COMBINATION LANTERN 


Many experts think the “SVE” combined 
moving picture projector and stereopticon is 
the coming machine. Surely it is a wonder- 
fully compact and perfect machine. It is built 
on the “suitcase” plan. 
agree that it is a remarkable instrument. Our 
readers will do well to write a letter to the 
Society for, Visual Education, Inc., 347 So. La- 
Salle St., Chicago, for illustrated material, 
prices, etc. If you wish to keep entirely up-to- 
date you will wish to know about this machine 
which is bound to revolutionize the ministry 
of picturization. 


A GOOD SAMARITAN 
Dr. Martin E. Anderson of Immanuel Pres- 


byterian Church, demonstrated during the sum-. 


mer a way in which city pastors often can be 
of help to the underpaid pastor of the small 
towns in which they preach. He spends his 
summer vacations at Hamlin Lake, near Lud- 
ington, Michigan, and worships in the Luding- 
ton Church. A year ago he occupied the pulpit 
of the Presbyterian church in Ludington, and 
on his return this summer he again preached 
to the congregation. The pastor of the church, 
Rev. W. C. Jones, took part in the service with 
him, but disappeared at its close by request of 
Dr. Anderson. The city minister then told the 
congregation that the salary being given its 
minister was not sufficient and that it probably 
would lose its minister if it did not do some- 
thing to help him meet the increased cost of 
living. Cards were passed by the ushers and 
the resulting pledges enabled the church to 
increase Mr. Jones’ salary $500.—Continent. 


We have seen it and. 


SLOGAN SERMONS 


Richard Braunstein, pastor of the Methodis 
Episcopal Church of Sharon, Conn., has ju 
closed a series of “Slogan Sermons” whic! 
were congregational getters and audience hol 
ers. They were attractive and interesting no 
to say inspiring and informative because 
their themes, brevity and illustrations. Th 
“slogans” used were, “Your King and You 
Country Need You,” “Eventually, Why Na 
Now?” “There’s a Reason.” “Say It With Flow 
ers,” and President Harding’s phrase, “It Mu 
Not Happen Again,’ when the occasion wa 
the arrival of 5000 bodies of the soldier dea 
at the Hoboken, N. J. pier and President Har 
ing gave the oration at the ceremonies. 


CHURCH PRINTING 

In answer to an inquiry sent to the Duple 
Envelope Co., of Richmond, Va., the secretar; 
sent the following reply: 

“We have enlarged our facilities, and ar 
now: prepared to do almost any kind of print 
ing—church bulletins, special notices, lette 
heads, circular letters (multigraphed or print 
ed), record blanks or cards, programs, in sho 
any items such as these that a progressiv 
church is almost sure to need occasionally. 


ELECTRIC SIGNS 

The American Sign Co., of Kalamazoo, Mich: 

is prepared to make electric signs for churches 

Send to them for their booklet “Rays of Light 

and see if it is not possible to secure an illum: 

inated sign for your church. Mention THI 
EXPOSITOR). 


PRINTING A WEEKLY PAPER HIMSELF 

Rey. J. E. Buttrell, pastor of the Methodis 
Church of Livingston, Texas, is certainly < 
genius. He prints a weekly paper which hg 
calls “The Little Methodist.” He gets it ou 
each week on his “Rotospeed” and mails 
copies in one cent stamped envelopes to everr 
family connected with the church. He says i 
has proven a splendid means for reaching his 
people. He draws pictures, diagrams and al 
sorts of things with his stencil and prints a| 
the same time he produces the typewritter 
composition. 


LET VISITATION DAY PRECEDE 
RALLY DAY 

The Trinity Reformed Church of Akron, 0. 
had a Visitation Day last year, September 19: 
The following paragraph was printed on the 
calendar: 

“This is Visitaiton Day. About fifty work: 
ers expect to visit four hundred homes this 
afternoon. It is a time for getting acquainte 
and putting spiritual things first. Feel free 4 
talk over the affairs of the soul and of the 
church.” 

This visitation preceded the annual promo: 
tion and rally day just one week. In announce. 
ing the event the following was printed on the 
calendar: 

“Bring your Fathers and your Mothers. 

Bring your Sisters and your Brothers. 
Bring your Uncles and your Aunties. 
Bring your Grandmas and your Grandpas. 
Bring your Friends and your Neighbors. 
Bring your Kiddies and your Babies. 
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No matter what kind of weather. 

We will have a fine time together— 
And don‘t you fail to remember > 

It’s the last Sunday in September.” 


E PLAN YOUR MOVING PICTURE 
= MINISTRY NOW 
: The past six months has witnessed a rather 
heated discussion of the use of moving pic- 
tures in churches on Sunday nights. Some of 
the objectors cannot seem to understand the 
meaning and purpose of the moving picture in 
its relation to moral training and religious 
q ‘uplift. There is a graphic illustration of the 
importance of the eye in education in THE 
_ EXPOSITOR for August, 1913. The article 
; states that 82 per cent of the information we 
receive comes through the eye. If you speak 
for eighty-two minutes to an audience most of 
3 what you say will be forgotten. If you try to 
_ describe something and are painstakingly care- 
- ful most of what you say will not stick. But 
suppose you throw a picture of the thing you 
wish to describe on the screen. The eye sees 
it and with the other mental helps the impres- 
sion is vivid and lasting. 
This argument was made for the stereopti- 
con. Now it can be used with tremendous em- 
eobasis for the moving picture. But there 
seems to be a misunderstanding on the part 
of some as to the purpose of introducing the 
movies into the church. We have heard it said 
that the purpose is to secure an audience, win 
a crowd! This is a sort of separation of 
methods. It would seem as if the pictures 
were secular and the sermon sacred. Some- 
how this sense of division should not exist. 
The whole evening service should be a reli- 
- gious service and the pictures just as much a 
part of it as the hymns or talk by the minister. 
If this is not the chief aim of the second serv- 
_ice then it should be educational. With a care- 
ful selection of. pictures and the cultivation of 
a true religious atmosphere the Sunday even- 
-ing service can be made as effective, and 
usually more so, than with address, book re- 
view, recitals, dramatics or similar things. The 
writer does not use these pictures to get a 
crowd and then preach to it. He uses his pic- 
tures to preach the sermon and educate the 
audience. The regular church service with 
“music, scripture, prayer and _ devotional 
atmosphere provides the setting. 

Every minister who uses a stereopticon or 
moving picture machine will do well to con- 
sider his program for the fall and winter dur- 
ing the month of September. In order to 
answer many inquiries that are constantly 
coming to the editor of this department we 
give the following information: 

1. Those who are seriously studying the 
moving picture and wish to keep up to the 
times should subscribe for the ‘Educational 
Film Magazine,” 38 W. 42d St., N. Y. City ($1 
a year, monthly). Through this magazine you 
can become a subscriber to the Loose-Leaf 
Catalogue and Information service. This will 
cost you $5.00 a year. _ 

2. The Moving Picture Age, Chicago, issues 
a 145 page book called “1001 Films.” This is 
a reference book for non-theatrical film users. 
It is packed full of the kind of information you 
need with addresses of film distributors. This 


little book is given as a premium with a sub- 
scription to the magazine. 

3. “The Screen” (Vol. 1, No. II) has just 
come to our desk. It is a monthly journal of 
motion pictures for business, school and 
church. This costs $1.00 a year. Address The 
Aldan Publishing Co., Inc., 114 West 44th St., 
N. Y. The May, 1921, number is full of inter- 
esting things. 

4. We wish to commend the use of the In- 
dustrial and Educational pictures furnished by 
the Bureau of Motion Pictures and Exhibits of 
the Industrial department of the International 
Committee of the Y. M. C. A., 347 Madison 
Ave., N. Y. City. First of all write them for 
their catalogue. The cost of this service is 
small, practically free, and it is excellent. 

5. There is another service open to churches 
throughout the country and it is very satis- 
factory. It is The American Red Cross. Some 
of these pictures are free and some cost only 
a trifle. They teach the humanitarian spirit 
and show the value of service. Inquire of your 
state headquarters. ‘ 

6. Our experience with the Community Mo- 
-tion Picture Bureau has been very satisfying. 
The headquarters is at 46 West 24th St., N. Y. 
City. There are agencies in all the principle 
cities in America. Send to headquarters for 
their catalogue of “Sunday Night Services.” 
This Bureau will make up programs for you 
and furnish you with what you need appropri- 
ate to the place, the time, and the money you 
have to spend. , 

7. Films may be had of almost any State 
University Extension Department at a very low 
rate. Write to the nearest one for information. 
Also write to your senator or representative 
at Washington and ask him to send you an- 
nouncements of the government’s supply. 

8. So far we have referred to motion pic- 
tures and we have not exhausted the supply 
yet. Look through the advertising pages of 
this magazine from month to month and you 
will find others. You will find an article in 
the May, 1921, issue, page 810, that is very 
valuable. The June issue carries another valu- 
able article on page 900. We endeavor to keep 
our readers informed on the growing value and 
use of the movies. Do not, however, give up 
the stereopticon. It is not displaced by the 
moving picture. These illustrative agencies 
should supplement each other. They are be- 
coming intermingled, anyway. 

The Underwood & Underwood Company, 
Room 1103, 417 5th Ave., N. Y., has produced 
lantern slides on non-inflammable film rolls by 
means of the Touriscope attachment. Now 
they can send you their wonderful illustrated 
lectures by mail for a few cents postage and 
by using your Touriscope attachment you can 
have the very best at your door. Send for a 
catalogue. Perhaps you are not aware that 
the Underwood standard lantern slides have 
been purchased by the Keystone View Com- 
pany, Inc., Meadville, Pa. Write for their new 
catalogue. Turn to the June number, page 901, 
and you will see an account of the New Idea 
Service System, Vinton, Iowa. Get into touch 
with this service. It is being improved and put 
upon a better foundation than ever before. In 
a later number we _ will tell you of other 
sources of eupply, 
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We have found it of value to use one night 
a week for a community program in our 
church. The people enjoy it and your church 
can reach a very large number of “outsiders” 
and do a world of good. It more than pays for 
itself. Then we use Sunday nights for both re- 
ligious and educational programs. This the 
month, we repeat, for planning and we wish 
every user of pictures abundant success. You 
are carrying on a Picturization ministry of 
great value. There is no doubt about it. 


A NEW AIBSHIP ATTENDANCE 
STIMULATOR 

Amos R. Wells and H. G. Simpson have 
worked out a remarkable contest for Church 
Schools and Churches that is bound to suc- 
ceed. It is calculated to build up not only at- 
tendance but offerings, enrollments, Bible 
reading, etc. A map of the world based upon 
Mercator’s projection is used, fourteen cities 
are plainly marked. These are identified by 
reproductions in half tone of pleasing scenes 
or landmarks on the border of the map. The 
airships start at New York or the city nearest 
home and make one city a week under perfect 
conditions. 


We have never seen a more complete educa- 
tional plan for stimulating efficiency in church 
and school. You should write to Goodenough 
& Woglom Co., 14 Vesey St., New York City, 
for further information and if possible begin 
the contest directly after Rally Day. 


DO YOU NEED A BOOKCASE? 


A few weeks ago we needed additional book- 
case space for our growing library and made 
inquiries at the furniture stores. We were 
surprised to discover that to add to our pres- 
ent sectional bookcases we would have to pay 
nearly $10 a section. We could not afford it. 


We, therefore, turned to the advertising 
pages of The Expositor and found the C. J. 
Lundstrom Mfg. Co., advertisement and sent 
for the catalogue. Here we find cases, as good 
as any, that we can afford to buy and we wish 
to suggest to our readers who need more room 
for their expanding libraries that they also 
send for Lundstrom’s new catalogue naming 
reduced prices. 


WINTERS’ BULLETINS POPULAR 


We have recently seen a letter from a mi 
ister who enthusiastically commends the Wi 
ters’ “Rev. Kyle Bulletin Board.” He is urg 
ing all his minister friends to secure boards 0 
the strength of his own success. He is nov 
proposing an electric attachment called 
“flasher” that throws the light off every fev 
moments thus attracting attention to the nc 
tice on the board at night. Our brother, who i 
a subscriber, goes still further and sugges 
“preaching set-ups” for The Expositor Method 
Department. The idea is a good one and w 
will consider it, but first let us call your at 
tention to the forthcoming book of set-ups th 
come from the recent contest. We have calle 
this kind of publicity the “New Evangelism. 
See the article under this head in the Jun 
number, page 903. We advise every reade 
who has never used the new style movabl 
type bulletin boards to write to the H. E. Win 
ters Specialty Co., Davenport, Iowa, for cata 
logues and the new book of silent preaching 
texts and phrases. 


PROTECT YOURSELF 
The 20th annual report of The Ministers 


Casualty Union has just come to our desk. 
There are 36 pages of the names of clergymen 
who have been paid claims. Six accidental 
death claims of $2000 each (one $2500) have 
been paid. We believe that every minister 
should join this insurance society because of 
all men in this world the minister is less able 
to meet losses by sickness than any others. If 
you have never considered the matter seriously 
do so at the beginning of this church year. 
Write to the Ministers’ Casualty Union, Audi- 


torium Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. 


While we are writing of accident insurance 
and sick benefits let us also call attention to 
the 162nd annual report of the Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Fund life insurance. This was the 
first life insurance company in America and is 
conducted for the benefit of clergymen. If you 
have not considered taking out a policy in this 
company before why not write to the home 
office, Commonwealth Building, Philadelphia. 
Pa., for information. 
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Fighting the Desert (674) 
2 Tim. 4.2; Gal. 5:17; Rom. 6:11; Acts 26, 28 


James Tyson, a Bushman in Australia, died 
worth $25,000,000. “But,” he said, with a char- 
acteristic semi-exultant snap of the fingers, 
“the money is nothing. It was the little game 
that was the fun!” Being asked once, “What 
was the little game?” he replied with energy: 
“Fighting the desert. That has been my work. 
I have been fighting the desert all my life, and 
I have won. I have put water where was no 
water. And beef where was no beef. I have 
put fences where there were no fences and 
roads where there were no roads. Nothing can 
undo what I have done, and millions will be 
happier for it after I am long dead and for- 
gotten.” 

Fighting the moral deserts of the lives of 
people is the splendid task of every Christian 
worker. It is a sterner task than fighting the 
deserts of nature, important as this may be. 


Labor 
Hee. 9:10; Jno. 5:39; Matt. 2:8 

“Kepler, the astronomer,” says Haddock, 
“carried on his investigations with prodigious 
labor. In calculating an opposition of Mars, 
he filled ten folio pages with figures, and re- 
peated the work ten times, so that seven oppo- 
sitions required a folio volume of 700 pages. It 
has been said that the discoveries of Kepler 
were secrets extorted from nature by the most 
profound and laborious research.” 

The Divine secrets of the Word are ‘likewise 
yielded only to those who search out carefully, 
prayerfully and teachably the messages con- 
tained therein. . 


(675) 


A Church that Seattergood (676) 


Couldu’t Buy. 
Rutheda cia 22 e2.Tim: Lbs Matty 1:16 

Presbytery had gone to one of its country 
churches for its meeting, ostensibly to trans- 
act business, but also mindful of fat chickens 
and delicious pumpkin pies. We did not meet 
any multimillionaires. There were no “sights” 
except the plain farm country. But we chanced 
to meet, not for the first time, the head of the 
kind of family that helps to make America our 
kind of America. 

He is a quiet man with little of the merely 
conventional expression of enthusiasms about 
“my family.” But here is his and his wife’s 
contribution to America’s future: A, superin- 
tendent of schools in a Minnesota town; B, 
student at theological seminary; C, teacher in 
high school all three college graduates) ; D, on 
farm, president of the local Christian HEndeav- 
or Society and a trustee of the church; H, in 
the United States navy on the battleship New 
York; F, attending high school; G, H and I, 
in grammar school—five sons and five daugh- 
ters, “all to have a chance for college if God 
spares us.” 


Y, Ve 5% 7 Ya Me Ye te ate ote eM \/ 
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The little church of 131 members, now also 
without a pastor, is in the open country away 
from railroads and other towns. It is pros- 
perous with the community. The church has 
béen noted for the number of students sent to 
college and the number of young people sent 
out to do distinctly Christian work. There have 
gone from this small church seven ministers, 
one foreign missionary and one woman mis- 
sionary to the Mexicans in the United States. 

Such churches, such people and such fam- 
ilies are the hopes of our country and the king- 
dom of God. 

Tafluence (677) 
Roms 1521; (Gal, 6:2; Prov. 13220 

A writer who signs himself “Hye Witness” 
describing West Point records this dialogue: 

The Visitor—When the cadets go away for 
those exhibition drills that are supposed to- 
represent perfection in maneuvering men, do 
you take thei all along, or only the men who 
have had the advantage of a year or so of West 
Point training? 

The Officer—We take them all along. 

The Visitor—Then how do you get perfec- 
tion? 

The Officer—Those who are good make those 
who are poor do better, 

The Visitor—O! 

This is the age long ideal of the Christian 
Church and we cannot remind ourselves too 
often of the privilege we have of “strengthen- 
ing the feeble knees” and in emergency help- 
ing one another and so fulfilling the law of 
Christ. 

Victories Won Measure (678) 
The Value 

Rev. 73143 Hebv 1i:393 12:13 52) Dim: 426507 

The writer referred to as ‘““Hye-Witness,” re- 
plying to Dr. Eliot’s recent criticism of West 
Point and its value to the country says: 

“Does West Point get results?’ The answer 
can be at once very general and very specific. 
During the 118 years of the academy’s exist- 
ence the country has never lost a war and the 
supreme direction of all its wars has been in 
the hands of West Pointers, and the policies 
have been academy policies. No other single — 
institution in this country has produced so 
many men so pre-eminent in a single calling. 
The list reads like the roll of drums and the 
singing of bugles—Grant, Lee, Sherman, Sheri- 
dan, Albert Sydney Johnston, Stonewall Jack- 
son, Joe Johnson, George Thomas, George B. 
McClelland, Goethals, Bullard, Legget, Persh- 
ing. 

Is this not after all the final answer given 
unbelief by the Christian Church? Jesus Christ 
bas won and is winning victories as is abund- 
antly attested by a “Great Cloud of witnesses” 
in every land where He has been proclaimed 
as Saviour and Lord. 
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A Finer View (679) 
Mal. 3:17; Heb. 2:13; Matt. 12:12 

A famous book about Alpine climbing starts 
in an arresting way. Its author describes how 
he gazed once, in company with one of the best 
of Swiss guides, on the dingy and dreary ex- 
panse of roofs and chimneys through which 
the Southwestern Railway emerges from the 
smoke of London. He fancied that he read on 
his comrade’s face a longing for his native 
mountains, and he said to him with a sigh, 
“That is not so fine a view as we have seen 
together from the top of Mont Blanc.” 

“Ah, sir,” was the unexpected reply, “it is far 
finer.’ The guide had a glimpse of the lives 
throbbing under the roofs and chimneys; of 
their interests, their conflicts, their tender- 
nesses, their hungers and thirsts, their possi- 
bilities and powers. Nature at its sublimest 
could not show anything so sublime. It is 
what God saw—the lives of men in their ruin 
and tragedy, and yet their extraordinary capa- 
bility and priceless worth. It was why his 
Love sent his Son to be our Saviour.—Dr. 
Smellie. 


Which? 
heenime, 4: 85 Heel. 4:65: 1 Cor. 14233. 
It cost $2000 annually to-support each sol- 
dier or sailor at the front during the war. It 
cost about the same amount for the full sup- 
port of a Christian missionary. One or the 


(680) 


other we must have—and multiply. Which 
will you have? 
Unecencerned About Sin (681) 


Prov. 15:85. Heb. 3:13; Jno. 3:19 

A Christian worker meeting with a soldier 
over in France who was returning for a leave 
of absence entered into conversation with him. 
The mud of the trenches in which he had been 
only two nights before was clinging to him. 
He had passed unwounded through much fight- 
ing and his experiences were most interesting. 

When asked about his spiritual life the sol- 
dier said: 

“Oh, we all pray -out there.” 

“Indeed, what do you pray for?” 

“That we may be kept safe from German 
bullets.” 

“Do you ever pray to be saved from your 
sins?” 

“No, I can’t. say we pray for that.” 

Commenting on this conversation the Chris- 


Christmas Greetings 


The custom of sending greeting 
cards during the holiday season 
is growing. 

Just tell us that you are interested 
and we will send you free samples. 
We print the single and duplex en- 
velopes and all sorts of specialties 
for use in church work. 


The Wooilverton Printing Co. 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 


tian worker said: “Now I do not say that God 


does not answer such prayers, but he would 7 


like to answer their cries of penitence.” 


How An Athlete Overcame (682) 
Psa. 37:5; Jude 24th verse; Matt. 28:20 
There came to him one day in the study of 
Dr. Handley Moule, at Ridley Hall, Cambridge, 
a fine young student of his, a thorough Chris- 
tian man, and also a very good footballer. He 
came with a very melancholy face, unlike him- 
self, and said he must give football up. When 
pressed for a reason, he replied that it was be- 
cause of his temper, which was sometimes lost 
in the game, and the losing of which brought 
reproach upon him as a Christian. “I don’t 
think you need give the game up,” was the ad- 
vice offered to him. “It is perfectly right for 
you at your time of life to play, and it does no 
harm to a Christian man’s influence to play a 
good game. It is right for you to be on the 
football field. Where it is right for us to be, 
we may be assured that our Lord Jesus Christ 
is with us, and_in us, as surely-as at a prayer 
meeting, the church, aye, at the Table of the 
Lord.” In short, Dr. Moule reminded him that 
he might reckon confidently there upon his 
Lord’s presence and power. “And,” he added, 
“do not so much try to keep your temper as 
instantaneously to ask your Lord to keep it for 
you, at the moment, in the very rush of the 
game.” The young man returned a day or two 
later, with a face quite different. “It went off 
splendidly,” he said; “I did what you said, and 
he was true to his word! I said, ‘Lord, take 
charge!’ and he kept my temper for me, and I 
never enjoyed the game so much!” 
The lesson is obvious. The Lord Jesus is 
able to keep us in every circumstance of life. 


A May Morning (683) 
Gal. 41:23 Mate 21519? 1) Pete tie oie 
Prohibition came in as mild and loving as a 
May morning; and it was a May morning, so 
full of the promise of joy and plenty; so easy 
was it to change from the bad habit of life to 
the good one. The change was in line of God’s 
beautiful evolution. Humanity will grow bet- 
ter from now on, seeing that it has cut loose 
from alcohol. This is not simply sentiment. It 
is a real thing in human experience. After a 
short time, when we get used to it and people 
get as much alcohol as possible out of their 
veins, they will look out on a lovelier life and 
treat one another kindlier. They will all want 
to do something handsome and make the little 
life around them sweeter than it has ever been. 
we will then reach the life of a real freedom. 
We Will then reach the life of a real freedom. 
through the years——From Ohio State Journal, 
Formerly Pro-Liquor. 


Gratitude 

Luke 6:38; Eccl. 11:1; 2 Cor. 9:6 

I have often coveted the place you people 
hold in the hearts of the Belgians and have 
wondered why it was. I shall never forget 
hearing a member of one of the noblest pa- 
trician families of Brussels speaking of you, as 
she said when asked why they reverenced 
America ‘because the only flag that flew in our 
country for two and one half years was the 
stars and stripes.’ In the little towns, among 


(684) 
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trict today, as I consider the make-up and | 
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from this outrage? 


them Ostend and Brussels, we saw the flour 
sacks your land preserved as mementoes and 
gaily decorated and on some the motto ‘Give 
us this day, Lord, our daily. American bread.’ 
—Harry Holmes of Australia. 


Dancing Upon a Volcano 
1 Sam. 20:3; Heb. 3:13; Rom. 6:23 
Several months ago young people of Brest, 
France, were greatly enjoying themselves 
dancing at one of the large American bar- 
racks near town that had been deserted, until 
they ascertained that a large number of cases 
and boxes piled along the walls were filled 
with deadly explosives. On the boxes were the 
warning words “dynamite,” “lyddite,”’ “gun- 
cotton,” and “detonators.” As the words were 
English the dancers were unaware of their 
danger. Police officials recently found the 
floor covered with cigaret stubs, stubs of cig- 
ars and empty bottles. Sin is deadly whether 
we know it or not. He who follows its ways 
will meet with ruin. 


(685) 


Angling for Insults (686) 
Is. 47:2-3;° Nah= 3:5; 1 Tim. 2:9 

Chicago, April 11—(Kditor of The Tribune)— 
Answering X Y Z in an article published in 
your paper last Sunday. This lady asks why 
it is no girl can walk down State street without 
being spoken to or insulted. I consider that 
the men have a perfect right to insult a great 
many of the girls they meet in the loop dis- 


dress of the girls is positively disgraceful. I 
think there is nothing so humiliating and mad- 
denning to a good woman as to have to gaze 
upon the airy costumes and painted face of 
nine out of twelve girls you meet today in the 
loop district. 

X Y Z asks how can a girl protect herself 
I will answer this young 


lady thus. If you will clothe yourself with 


_ decent covering and let your complexion be 


natural and not appear on the streets as a 
painted freak with your eye brows plucked 
and cheeks rouged up, you would not have to 


ask a policeman to protect you.—Josephine 


Tripp. 


Tomorrow (687) 
Matt. 8:21; 1 Thess. 5:3; Hzek. 11:2-3 
“A Christian man, whose name I have just 


| now forgotten, while enroute to Houston, Texas, 


say 


\%) 


finding that he had 45 minutes between trains, 


- called at the home of a friend and found him 
seriously ill. 


In a little while he was talking 


with his sick friend, who was not a Christian, 
about the needs of his soul’and urging him to 


SPENT 


I must catch my train. 
fore I go?” he pleaded. 


j. 2°? a 


immediately accept Christ as his Saviour. 
“T have only a few minutes to wait and then 
Won’t you decide be- 


“No,” replied the sick man. “Stop and see 


“me on your way north and Ill let you know.” 


“But you are a very sick man. Take my 


Saviour before I leave.” 
“Oh, I'll get well and be around in a few 


days,” answered the procrastinator. 


Decide now. I plead with you not 


“No, no! 
But he could not prevail upon his 


o delay.” 


friend though he remained so long that he was 


compelled to go to the station on a run in 


order to catch his train, 

On reaching Houston the Christian man re- 
ceived this telegram: “Five minutes after you 
left your friend died.” 

The poor, foolish soul was that near the 
brink and still saying “Tomorrow.” 


Chinese Gordon’s Counsel (688) 
Jno. 8:32; 2 Cor. 13:8; Eph. 4:25 
ee Chinese Gordon, Robert E. Speer 
said: : 
“If you tell the truth you have infinite power 
supporting you; but if not, you have infinite 
power against you. The children of kings 
should be above all deceit, for they have a 
mighty and a jealous Protector. We go to 
other gods,—Baal; etc.—when we lie; we rely 
on other than God. We may for a time seem 
to humbug men, but not God. It is indeed 
worldly silliness to be deceitful. .... Oh! be 
open in all your ways. It is a girdle around 
your loins, strengthening you in all your way- 
farings.” It is the fearless and exceptionless 
veracity of such men which gives them their 
power. To the men of acknowledged highest 
character no lie is justifiable. They do not 
gird their loins with deceit. In their inward 
parts is truth. 


Better Than Drugs 
Roms L162 1 Cor Vslss) Acts. 17218 

Just before his execution by hanging, the 
Chicago murderer, Dear, began pacing his cell, 
shivering as though chilled and asking repeat- 
edly for “a shot of something.” At length he 
prevailed upon the minister, Mr. Williams, to 
plead with Jailer Danes to allow the phy- 
sician to administer a drug. 

“It’s cruel to let him suffer,” the minister 
told the jailer. ‘‘Can’t you let him have some- 
thing?” 

“Give him religion,’ Danes replied, “that is _ 
better than drugs.” 

There are multitudes without prison walls to 
whom that advice should be given. It would 
save many a bitter tear when the realization 
time arrives. 


(689) 


But He Portrayed the Truth (690) 
Jno. 8:40; Acts 7:54; Rom, 1137 

A Jewish critic of Sargent’s statue repre- 
senting the synagogue voices his objection to 
it in the following words: 

“Sargent represents the synagogue as a grim, 
austere, unwomanly woman, with blinded eyes 
and bent head from which is falling a crown. 
In her hands is a broken sceptre and she 
clutches to her breast what is supposed to be 
the tablets of the law. All about her is chaos 
and ruin. 

‘The face of the woman is no: that of a 
Jewess. The Israel should have been pictured 
more properly as an old man with flowing 
beard. This conception suggests that the syna- 
gogue represents things that are broken and 
passed away. Not only does the Jew believe 
that Judaism never died, but that it has re- 
tained its vitality and still maintains its in- 
fluence.” 

The great artist has only photographed in 
marble the facts which the blinded Jew alone 
fails to perceive. Surely one has but to con- 

(Continued on page 1169) 
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Present-Day Parables 


JOHN F. COWAN, San Diego, Cal. | 


Interviews for Christ 


Spiritual Clinics are becoming a favorite way 
of giving service to young men, in Lansing, 
Mich. Fifteen leading men of the city are find- 
ing great pleasure in meeting by appointment 
young men who are groping their way, and 
talking over with them conditions, their fu- 
ture plans and ideals. One of these men is a 
doctor, another a lawyer, another an elec- 
trician. Boys go away from these talks with 
their heads up, new hope in their hearts, bet- 
ter plans for their lives, and the assurance of 
having wise and sympathetic friends to guide 
them. Over seventy boys have been helped in 
this way, and the Y. M. C. A. secretaries who 
have engineered and are behind this good 
work, are constantly watching for young fel- 
lows to steer into these clinics who need just 
such help. A wise minister might do the same 
thing in his church, or the superintendent in 
the Sunday School. 


Going An Extra Mile (692) 
That it would not take such a tremendous 
extra effort on the part of each 35,000,000 work- 
ing—or non-working—Christians to inaugurate 
an era of immense gains for the kingdom of 
Christ, is illustrated by the statement of Floys 
W. Parsons, in TheSaturday Evening Post, that 
if means could be devised to increase the mile- 
age of all American railway cars ten per cent 
annually, it would be equivalent to adding ap- 
proximately 246,000 additional cars to the 
equipment of the railroads. That is, if every 
car would travel only two miles more a day, 
freight car earnings would be increased ten 
per cent. 


Co-Operation (693) 
Recruiting for life-service workers in the 
various departments of church activity, that is 
now going on, ought to be encouraged by the 
statement of Mr. Carl Baer, head of the Pro- 
duction Department of the St. Louis Chamber 
of Commerce, who says that the business men 
of the city are in such close sympathy with the 
farmers that they have sent as high as 5000 
men in a season into the harvest fields, to help 
meet the shortage of harvest help. “We made 
a canvass of the industries of St. Louis and 
signed up the men who wanted to have a little 
change in their work and get some country 
air and food.” There are always plenty of men 
open to the suggestion of a change of activities, 
and an organized campaign is sure to find them 
and open their eyes to the vision of the Mas- 
ter’s harvest fields. 


“Magnetic Chrsitians” (694) 


What do we mean by “magnetic” preachers 
and teachers and personal workers? If you 
enter a factor where mariners’ compasses are 
made, you will see quantities of the com- 
pass needles that have not yet been magnetized 
lying around pointing in all directions. By and 
by you enter a room where the compasses have 
been completed and are ready for the magnet 
to be applied which gives them that peculiar 
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power by which they ever after point to the 
North Pole. The “magnetic” worker is he, or 
she, who can bring the human needles into 
contact with the Magnet—Christ, that he may 
take those whose lives point to fashion, or busi- 
ness, or political power, and make them point 
to the uplifted cross that saves the world. So 
was Dr. Grenfell magnetized for Labrador 
through the instrumentality of D. L. Moody. 
So was Gov. Handly magnetized for Prohibi- 
tion. So were Billy Sunday and Gypsy Smith 
magnetized for evangelism. 


Leavyening (695) | 

A strong illustration of the leavening of the? 
kingdom of Christ is afforded by the way the; 
influence of Hull House, Chicago, has per-- 
meated Halstead Street and vicinity. At first) 
there were but the two workers—Jane Addams} 
and Miss Ellen Gates Starr; today there are} 
fifty men and women who reside in Hull House 
and give their services, paying their own ex- 
expenses. On all sides of the human life 
around them, like the leaven in the meal, they 
come into contact with it—a club of Greeks, 
an electrical club, social and economic clubs, 
a school of citizenship, art, music, a women’s 
club of 238, neighborhood parties, a gym 
nasium, athletics, and altogether eighteen or- 
ganizations. More than 1000 boys are enrolled} 
in one club. Hight hundred school children at-} 
tend cooking, sewing, housekeeping classe 
after school. So the leaven spreads throughout} 
the whole mass, by daily contact with Chris-j) 
tian life. 


od 
a 


Saturated With the Bible . (686) 

An illustration of a Christian who was satur- 
ated with the Bible so that it exuded from every 
drop of ink that he put upon paper, was Rob: 
ert Browning, as is shown by the book: ‘The! 
Bible In Browning.” In “The Ring and the} 
Book,” alone, there were 568 allusions to the 
Bible, running through fifty-three books of the} 
Old and New Testaments, omitting only John’s) 
second and third epistles of the latter. He was! 
Christian in his deepest thought and the puri) 
pose of his writings; but just as strongly im) 
ei with loyalty to the Christian’ 
ook. | 


F Games in Which All Take Part (6977) 

Dem: cratizing our sports, is one of thifi 
necessi =3 of the time that the great war ha! 
taught us. The Sengalese soldiers in Franc} 
learne tase ball from the Americans, and th} 
travellers on the little steamers that ply uJ 
and down the Senegal River may see the blaci}. 
village boys playing our national game undef. 
the palms, with a raz fcr a ball and bats froz) 
a boab tree, proudly ceached by their tribe] 
heroes back from the war. The A. E. F. atti 
letes in the great Inter-Allied Games in Pari|) 
have been spreading the “Play for Everybody) 
gospel among populations where the childre 


i 
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Baron Couberton, reviver of the Olympic game}, 


after the war, said: “We have come to see that 
our Huropean games were a long way from 
being democratic. What can we do to demo- 
cratize them? It is a vital question. For mil- 
lions of men, international friendships were 
forged anew on the common field of battle, and 
made enduring on the friendly field of sports.” 
And so, not only the African, but the Japanese 
and Filipinos, the Belgians and French, are 
waking up to the fact that play has a universal 
appeal to men, and is a part of God’s plan for 
keeping his children happy and healthy. 


A Vision of Service (698) 
To give young people a vision of service, is 
to unlock wonderful treasures. During the 
war, the country appealed to its farm boys, 
through the Food Administration, and 1200 
Ohio boys added $20,000,000 to the farm pro- 
ducts of the state. They raised the average 
yield of corn from thirty-five bushels per acre, 
to eighty-one, according to A. R. Sandles, 
president of the Ohio Agricultural Commis- 
sion. One boy, Arnett Rose, of Lima, grew 131 
bushels per acre in 1913, and 153 bushels in 
1914. No work in a church pays better than 
the boys’ work. 


Volunteering for Christ (699) 


How volunteer patriot laborers overcame a 
strike of seamen and dock laborers in Den- 
mark affords a fine example of community team 
work. When the Danish steamships were tied 
up, the Community Aid offered its services, and 
Was soon in 2 position not only to load and un- 
load the ships, but to man them with crews, 
whom they were able to protect from the 
strikers. Notable among the 200 Danish ves- 
sels that sailed was the Frederic VIII for New 
York, with college professors scrubbing the 
decks, men of wealth stripped to the waist 
feeding the furnaces, and technical volunteers 
to fill all the posts requiring experts. Com- 
munities, with the spirit that this Community 
Aid evinced, can settle many of their own labor 
troubles without calling in the troops. 


Find the Man First (700) 


The value of leadership in the kingdom of 
Chric+_i1s paralleled in the industrial world. 
Chas. M Schwab Says wat wmemavor the ques- 
tion of buying new plants comes up, he Deve: 
considers first the merely financial side, but 
only: “Can we get the right kind of men to 
manage them?” James B. Dill, who organized 
the United States Steel Corporation, once said, 
“J can find a million dollars ten times where I 
can find one man capable of administering af- 
fairs represented by a million dollars.” Cam- 
paigns of the church for money are not half so 
vital and important as the search for men to 
lead the churches and be like Moses and Paul 
and Wesley and Sheldon and Mott and the 
average successful pastor and church educa- 


tional leader. 


Millions Wasted—Life Wasted (701) 


The little leaks in human life that might be 
stopped, but are not, are the causes of losses 
heavy enough to almost stagger us when we 
see the total. Putting the average loss of the 
workingman from his task at seven days a 


year, as the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany estimates it, in terms of money, some- 
thing like $700,000,000 a year are wasted, a 
large part of which might be saved by apply- 
ing preventive measures. For instance, ty- 
phoid, our ability to suppress which was dem- 
onstrated by the war, takes thirty thousand 
lives a year. The little leaks of spiritual vi- 
tality and productiveness need to be taken into 


account with the same seriousness. The lack 
of prayer is a tremendous loss. Neglect of 
Bible study is another. 

Character In Votes (702) 


The power of example in faithfully discharg- 
ing a civic or religious duty is shown in the 
story by Henry Van Dyke in Scribner’s, of the 
old doctor, a saint, a sage, a joy to every heart 
in the place; everybody knew and loved him. 
Every election day he drove to the polls in his 
carryall, driven by an illiterate Irishman. He 
went in and voted the Republican ticket, and 
then came out and held the reins while Pat 
went in and voted the Democratic ticket, say- 
ing with a grin as he came out: ‘Begorra, I 
nulligated th’ ould dochter’s vote.” But did 
he? Besides the actual ballot itself, there was 
what may have been a mightier if a more subtle 
factor in the politics of the town—the power of 
a wise and venerable man, steadfastly perform- 
ing a simple duty of citizenship, that counted 
far beyond the ballot he had dropped into the 
box. That is where character registers its 
vote, in the town, in the nation, in the kingdom. 


Now That the War is Over (703) 

Christian democracy had a shining exempli- 
fication, recently, in the transformation of a 
butterfly of fashion who had, during the war, 
invited soldiers from the camps to her father’s 
home for entertainment. After the boys had 
been discharged and gone back to their usual 
vocations, the girl came to her mother one day 
with the exclamation: “What do you think? I 
found Lieutenant B delivering groceries at 
our kitchen door this morning. I invited him 
to dinner Sunday.” “But you must not do 
that,” objected: the mother; “he is not of our 
set.” “But we had him here before. I’m sure 
he is worthy; he is earning money to complete 
his college course.” “It is not the same now,” 
insisted the mother. “Do you mean, mother, 
Uilau tis arvaralla ara nat as honorable as hic 

er the 


uniform?” You may guess whe boy in 
overalls dined with them next Sunday. How 
would it have been in your town? Your “set?” 

Proof Against Temptation (704) 


The camera furnishes an illustration on los- 
ing the capacity to be tempted. “After exposure 
of the mind to impure thoughts,” says Henry B. 
Wright, “it is possible either to develop the 
plate and fix the picture permanently; or to 
instantly flood the plate with the light of Jesus 
—then the picture is forever destroyed.” 


(Continued from page 1167) 
sider the tragic situation of the Jew in Hurope 
during the Great War to know how accurately 
their life has been portrayed. Even their na- 
tive land was won for them by Gentiles and 
they are to become tenants through the gen- 
erosity of those who are not of their blood. 
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What About the 


During hot days church work lightens up a 
bit. It is the pastor’s opportunity to get in the 
coolest place he can find and line up his fall 
work. It is poor policy to wait until all is 
started then begin to worry over a program of 
regular sermons for the most productive period 
of church work, namely, Sept. 1 to Jan. 1. 


Last year I mapped out and gave the follow- 
ing with very gratifying results. It gives 
variety to your message, answers the question, 
What shall I preach? and furnishes a program 
of action. Each P. M. service is evangelistic. 

Sept. 4, A. M—Topical sermon. Text, Rom. 
1:6. Subject, “The Called.” 

P. M.—Text, Luke 11:23. 
am a Christian?” 


Sept. 11, A. M.—Doctrinal sermon. 
John 14:17. ‘God in Human Life.” 

P. M.—Text, Luke 20:18. “Jesus the Rock.” 

Sept. 18, A. M.—Sociological sermon. Text, 
John 10:10. ‘The Program of Jesus.” 

P. M.—Text, I John 2:7. “The Abiding Life.” 

Sept. 25, A. M.—Evangelistic sermon. Text, 
I Tim. 4:12. “Boys and Girls and Church Mem- 
bership.” 

P. M—Text, John 17:12. “Carry On.” 

October 2, A. M.—Ethical sermon. Text, 
Rom. 12:2. “Enlistment Against Environment.” 

P. M.—Text, Luke 16:27, 28. “A Voice of 
Warning.” 

October 9, A. M.—Character sermon. 
Peter 3:11. “The Christian Character.” 

P. M.—Text, 1 Tim. 1:15. “An Old Saying 
that is True.” 

October 16, A. M.—Textual (changed to ad- 
dress by visiting missionary). 


“How do I Know I 


Text, 


Text 2 


(Continued from page 1154) 


“There is a Power whose care 

Teaches thy way along that pathless coast— 
The desert and illimitable air— 

Lone wandering, but not lost. 


He who, from zone to zone, 
Guides through the boundless sky thy cer- 
tain flight. 


In the long way that I must tread alone: 
Will lead Ty steps aright.” 


If some day you catch yourself grumbling at 
the circumstances over which, perhaps, you 
have had little control; if your eye is not con- 
scious of the beauty in rain or sunshine; if 
your ear has not caught the winsome note of 
the lark, or if you have been so stupid as not to 
linger where the violets cast their fragrance at 
your feet, let Robert Louis Stevenson speak to 
you in this noble confession of faith that came 
from his heart: 


“Tf I have faltered more or less 

In my great task of happiness; 

If beams from happy human eyes 
have moved me not; if morning skies, 
Books, and my food and summer ra.n 
Knocked on my sullen heart in vain— 
Lord, thy most pointed pleasure take, 


Fall Campaign? 


P. M.—Text, Psa. 119:59. “Decision.” . 
October 23, A. M.—Expository. Text, 2 Peter) 
1:5-8. “A, Progressive Religious Experience.” | 

P. M—Special Service. Text, John 9:4. 

October 31, A. M.—Topical. Text, Matt. 16:6. 
“The Signs of the Times.” 

P. M.—Text, Rom. 8:28. 
Promises.” 

Nov. 7, A. M.—Communion. 
24. “Memorials.” 

P. M—Text, 2 Cor. 6:2, 

Nov. 14, A. M.—Doctrinal. Text, 1 Tim. 6:13. 
“The Church, an Expression of the Liie of 
Chris#y 

P. M.—Text, Eph. 6:6. 

Nov. 21, A. M.—Sociological. 
49. “In His Service.” 

P. M.—Service of Song. 

Nov. 28, A. M.—Thanksgiving. 
LOS TERS: 

P. M.—Text, Rev. 3:29. 

Dec. 5, A. M.—Ethical. 
“Family Religion.” 

P. M.—Serimon by former pastor. 

Dec. 12, A. M.—Character. Text, Ezek. 11: 
19. “Readjustment.” 

P. M.—Address by a reformer (Union sery- 
ice). 

Dec. 19, A. M.—Textual. 
Matt. 18:2, John 2215: 
Symbols.” 

Dec. 26—Christmas Theme. 

Yours for our common task, 
ROLLO C. SPEER, 


Bloomington, Indiana. 


“The Prince of 


Text, 1:Cora ie 


Text, Luke 2: 


Text, Matt. | 


“Jesus at the Door.” 
Text, Acts: 13831,6 28 


Text, John -13353 
“Neglected Christian 


And stab my spirit broad awake.” 


Again we can make the spirit subdue the 
flesh and our toil be inspired to lofty ends, as 
we catch the sweet note from Van Dyke: 


“Hivery mason in the quarry— 


Every builder on the shore 
Everv wreedsuiam 1 tue torest— 


Every boatman at the oar, ‘ 
Sawing wood or drawing water, 
Splitting stone or cleaving sod; 
All the dusty ranks of labor— 
In the regiment of God— 
March together toward His temple, 
Do the work His hands prepare. 
Faithful toil is holy service, 
Honest work is praise and prayer.” 


Or take this verse of Van Dyke: 


“This is the gospel of labor—ring it ye bells 


of the kirk— 


The Lord of Love came down from above to 
live with the men who work. 

This is the rose that he planted, here is the 
thorn-cursed soil— 


Heaven is blest with perfect rest, but the bless- 
ing of earth is toil.” 
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- half won.” 


- £0. 


Tete rdeneriee 


RALLY DAY COMMUNION SUNDAY * 
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RALLY DAY build up the wall.” Neh. 2:17. 


Pastors, initiate a Church and Sunday School 
Rally Campaign. You may call it a Church 
and Sunday School Attendance Campaign. Not 
a mere spurt, but a steady effort to increase 
regular attendance. Remember “well begun is 
Like riding on a toboggan slide: 
The better start you get the further you will 
Cafeful September preparation ensures 
October and November success. Now is the 
natural time for renewed loyalty to Christ and 
the Church. How can it be better manifested 


than in regular attendance on Divine worship; 
in faithful private and family prayer, in Bible 


study in the Bible school, in joyful witnessing 
to win others? Call your officers together into 


' joint conference to consider the Autumn Loy- 
alty Program. Organize your whole church on 


_ the every member. group plan. 
- group and district leaders into leaders Circles 


Gather officers, 


-for the study of programs, methods, and for 


prayer and fellowship. Begin early. Do not 


- forget the value of an every member social 


' visitation. 


- Young People: 
do greatly. 


= 26. 
“We have been beaten twelve times. 


Make much of the days before and 
after the set Rally Day. ° 


Suggestive Texts and Themes (705) 
Dreaming and Doing: Rally Day Talk to 
Gen. 37:5. Dream gently and 


Holding Fast, or Perseverance: Rev. 2:25, 
King Robert Bruce said to his followers: 
Let us 


learn a lesson from the spider and try again.” 
He did try and succeeded, and kept on trying 
till he drove the enemy out of Scotland. 


4 work in the midst of years.” 


“O Lord, revive thy 
Hab. 3:2. 
“Let the 


The Rally Day Idea: 


Essential Thoughts for Rally Day: 


word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 


mdom.” Col. 3:16: 

Rally Day Outfit: I. Shod to walk. Deut. 
633:25; Eph. 6:15. II. Girded-to serve. Psa. 
18:82; John 13:4. III. Armed to fight. Eph. 


€6:10; 1 Tim. 6:12. 


Rally and Work: “So we built the wall.” 


Neh. 4:6. 


The Firing Line and the Base of Supplies: 


1 Sam. 30:24. 


The Man for the Gap: “I sought a man,” 


etc. Ezek. 22:30. 


Rally Day Roll Call: “God put it into mine 


“heart to gather together the nobles, and the 


reckoned,” etc. 


Ey 


gladness.” 


4 


19,. 20. 


and the people, that they might be 
Neh. 7:5. 

Rally Day Gladness: “And there was great 
Neh. 8:17. I. Their gathering. 
Their feast. III. Their gladness. 
“Occupy till I come.” 


rulers, 


II. 


Carry On: Luke 


19:13 


Christianity Aggressive: “Go.” Matt. 28: 


fhe Call for United Effort: “Come, let us 


How to Win Victories: 
strength of the Lord God.” Psa. 71:2. 

Samuel’s Rallying Day: “Come, let us go to 
Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there.” 1 Sam. 
nee bea 

Rally Day Under Nehemiah: “And all the 
people gathered themselves together as one 
man into the street that was before the water 
gate.” Neh. 8:1. 


“T will go in the 


A Wonderful Old Testament Rally (706) 


“But it came to pass... So we built the wall; 
and all the wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof; for the people had a mind to. 
work.” Nehemiah 4:1-6. 

Every real work for God will certainly meet 
with opposition both from without and within. 
Strength to endure and overcome must come 
from the Lord himself. For a time Nehemiah’s 
work went on well and prosperously. The 
breeches began to be stopped, the walls to go 
up, and the workers were full of hope. Then, 
all at once there is that big word But. Then 
came discouragement and hindrance to test 
their faith and fortitude. They bore the test 
well. They met the enemy’s But with faith’s 
Nevertheless—‘‘Nevertheless, we made our 
prayer unto God.” 


It was a great time of rallying in Israel. It 


has its lessons for our Rally Day or Rally | 
Week. 
I. Their persecution. “When Sanballat 


heard that we builded the wall.” If,the Lord’s 
enemies cannot stop the work, they are sure to 
laugh at and ridicule the workers. Opposition 
comes from half-and-half people. Let us be 
real, out-and-out for God. Sanballat asked five 
questions in one breath (verse 2). Nehemiah 
answered by prayer. This is always safe. The 
opposition was in bitter feelings, angry words, 
deadly actions. 

II. The prayer. “Hear, O Lord, for we are 
despised.” Although the enemies were bitter 
and fierce the Lord was Israel’s refuge and 
strength. Nehemiah did the best thing. They 
went straight to God in prayer. 


III. The progress. “So we built the wall.” 
How very expressive that little word So. It is 
a word of confidence, earnestness, success. 
“So I prayed to the God of heaven.” “So it 
pleased the king to send me.” “So I came to 
Jerusalem.” “So we built the wall.” So—so. 
Co-operation and perseverance pushed the 


work forward. “And all the wall was joined 
together.” “For the people had a mind to 
work.” Work is a great cure for ills. It is a 
great means for accomplishment. These are 
lessons for our time to Rally. Let Nehemiah 
be our teacher for today.—H. 


Scissors Secrets. Rally Day Talk (707) 
There.are a number of resemblances and a 
good method of work. It may not be unprofit- 
able to make a note of these correspondences. 
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I. In the first place, the worst thing that 
can befall a pair of scissors is for the rivet to 
work loose. No matter how sharp are its 
blades, a loose rivet makes a dull tool. 

And so, if there is a screw loose in your 
method of work, it won’t work. The teacher 
makes full preparation, but all his questions 
are leading questions, and his class goes to 
sleep. The preacher writes capital sermons, 
but he delivers them in one tone, and his con- 
gregations dwindle. The business man is thor- 
ough, energetic, and hlonesi, but he fails to 
study the tendencies of trade, and his pank 
balance becomes leaner and leaner. If you are 
sure you have the right tool for your work and 
still your work goes halting, look to the rivet. 
There’s a screw loose somewhere. Tighten it 
up. 

II. Occasionally one gets hold of scissors 
whose blades have become bent, and a pair of 
drumsticks would be as useful as such scissors. 
They may start well, close to the rivet, but in 
a jiffy the cutting becomes a haggling, and then 
there’s a cloth clog, and that’s all. 

It is just like any method of work that is 
not quite “straight,” that admits any deviation 
from the truth, such as false statements about 
goods, or a fictitious show of learning in the 
Sunday School class or the pulpit. These 
methods work well for a short day, but they 
soon bring confusion and failure. 

III. Another essential for a usable pair of 
scissors is that the handles should just fit your 
fingers. If the thumb and finger-holdes are 
too large, or too small, or inclined at the wrong 
angle, though they deviate only a trifle from a 
perfect fit, yet that trifle will wear your 
muscles and nerves through hours of toil, until 
at last you throw the scissors away. They 
may be precisely adapted to Miss Eda’s thumb 
and finger, but that fact makes them no fitter 
for yours. 

In like manner many a worker has taken up 
a method because Mr. Jones or Mrs. Brown has 
used it effectively, without stopping to think 
whether he resembles Mr. Jones, or she Mrs. 
Brown. Mr. Jones may extemporize success- 
fully, while a quire of paper is your tool. Mrs. 
Brown may serve Christ best by managing the 
socials, and you by baking the cake. There’s 
a pair of scissors somewhere for every hand, 
and alas for the weary fingers that get the 
wrong pair! 

Wherefore, workers, keep your methods in 
good order. Even Socrates could grow tire- 
some if he always asked questions in the same 
way. Even Wanamaker could grow poor if he 
ceased to invent new business. Even Tenny- 
son would have lost his bays if he had followed 
“The Brook” with “The Torrent,” “The River,” 
“The Lake,” and “The Ocean.” However stout 
your steel, friction is stouter. There’s no 
edged tool but its edge needs the occasional 
grindstone. New ways are good, even though 
they are no better, just because they are new. 
Keep your scissors sharp. 

IV. Finally, have you never noticed how 
much more briskly you use bright scissors than 
scissors that sulk from the eye? They may not 
be rusty, they may be straight and sharp, but 
they have the color of a cloudy day, while the 
polished steel flashes merrily under every sky. 
{(f anyone employs large numbers of seam- 
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stresses, it will pay him to hire a boy just for 


‘the purpose of shining up their scissors. 


Oh, enjoy your work! It really makes little 
difference what method you use if you take 
little interest in it. It may be the best way in 
the world of doing your task, but your success 
will be short if your face is long. Polish up 
your toil. Exult in your labor. Rejoice in the 
most humdrum details of your occupation. 
Know sunnily that this is God’s world, and 
that God is in it. And God bless your scissors 
and you!—A. R. Wells, D. D. 


A Rally Week (708) 
The following is a suggested program for a 
week of rallies. Several speakers on. the spe- 
cialties each evening. 
Monday Evening. Home Department Rally— 
:30. Song and prayer service. 
:45. “Home Department: Its Aim.” 
:00. “Benefit to Visitors.” 
. “Benefit to Bible School.” 
:30. “Benefit to the Home.” 
:45. ‘“House-to-House Visitation.” 
:00. Distribution of souvenirs. 
Tuesday Evening. Cradle Roll, 
Parents’ Rally— 
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Primary and 


7:30. Song and prayer service. 
7:45. “Cradle Roll.” 

8:00. “A Little Child in the Midst.” 
8:15. “First Impressions.” 

8:25. “A Plea for the Boy.” 

8:35. Distribution ‘of souvenirs. 


Wednesday Evening. Teacher Training Rally-- 


7:30. Song and prayer service. 

7:45. “The Teacher and the Book.” 
8:00. “The Teacher and the Pupil.” 
8:15. “The Teacher and his God.” 
8:30. Distribution of souvenirs. 


Thursday Evening. Young People’s Rally— 


7:30. Song and prayer service. 

7:45. “Paul and Young People.” 

8:00. “Morning of Life; Its Promise, Its 
Peril?’ 

8:15. “Training for Individual Work.” 

8:30. “Young People and the Home.” 

8:45. Distribution of souvenirs. 


Friday Evening. All Departments Rally— 
:30. Song and prayer service. 
:45. “Methods of Bible Study.” | 
“Baraca and Philathea Classes.” i 
:15. “Teacher. Training Class.” i] 
:30. “International Lessons.” 
:45. Distribution of souvenirs. 
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Every Family at the Rally (709}} 

Day Service | 

The Sunday School to do its best work should] 
have the co-operation of the entire churcl] 
membership and community. With this see } 
in mind we began to prepare for the annuaj 
Rally about seven weeks before Rally Day| 
The slogan, “Every member of every family al 
the Rally Day Service” was suggested anil 
adopted and this slogan formed the basis 
our scheme, and around it our program wai 
reared. We at once began preaching oul 
slogan; from pulpit and platform it was sound 
ed forth, and it took hold upon our school an 


word in the homes of our people. | 
Our school has its five departments. Begin} 
ners, Primary, Junior, Intermediate and Seniop} 


Sah ewe 


Pal te Na 


The teachers met in’ conference and they in 
turn met with their classes to organize for the 
campaign. The reward was to be a treat (a 
social evening in most cases) to the class in 
each department se_uring the highest number 
of credits. ‘ne contest proper commenced 
about five weeks before Rally Day, and credits 
were awarded the different classes on the fol- 
lowing basis: Each member present, 10 points; 
banner class (all members present), 20 points; 
new scholar secured, 20 points, and on Rally 
Day, in addition to the above, 50 points were 
given to each member of a class who repre- 
sented a family of which every member was 
present. 

It was necessary, of course, to work out re- 
sults on a percentage basis in order that all 
classes, small and large, should have equal op- 
portunity of winning. The results were tabu- 
lated each Sunday, and reported by the secre- 
tary, thus creating a keen, friendly rivalry. The 
plan took hold of our people, scholars became 
enthusiastic, outsiders became interested, and 
we were rewarded by seeing our membership 
growing, our attendance increasing, and on 
Rally Day many of our families were repre- 
sented by every member of the household.—J. 
E. Crawford, Superintendent Wesley Sunday 
School, Ontario, Canada. 


Rally Day Ideas (710) 

1. Make Rally Day this year patriotic in 
character with emphasis on good citizenship. 

2. Let the superintendent outline the com- 
ing year’s work according to a clear plan 
which shows definite goals to be attained by 
the school. For instance, outline different 
courses to be studied, definite philanthropic 
activities to be engaged in, specific sums of 
money to be raised. A general view of the 
work is interesting to all older pupils and 
teachers. If care is taken to announce only 
what can safely be undertaken, expectations 
will likely be exceeded. 

38. Do a beautiful service to your own 
church by having the school, or perhaps one 
department plant bulbs, either outdoors or in 
boxes, which will come up the following spring 
for Haster use. 

4. Young children are easily overlooked on 
rally day. Avoid this mistake by having one 
of the best teachers tell a good story for them, 
which while announced especially for the 
younger children, will be so carefully selected 
as to interest older ones also and thus hold 
the attention of all. 

5. Make much of the summer offering. Have 
it collected, consecrated, counted, and the total 
announced during the program. Then give a 
brief interesting statement about the work for 
which it is intended. 

6. Feature the singing particularly. Have 
plenty of good devotional and patriotic hymns, 
carefully selected. This is an easy and, with 
a little care, a successful way of getting en- 
thusiasm started. 

7, Announce any prizes which are to be 
awarded in the course of the year. Try having 
class prizes as well as awards for individual 
work. 

8. Give an invitation to a social event for 
the whole school, which is to be on a definite 
date usually not more than two weeks away. 


9. Announce some new attractions not used 
before in the church or school—the formation 
of a children’s choir, the preaching of chil- 
dren’s sermons, story-telling once a month dur- 
ing the opening exercises or the like. 

10. Have a special message of encourage- 
ment for the teachers somewhere in the pro- 
gram. Ask the pastor and a member of the 
session to speak briefly to the teachers, so that 
the pupils may see that teachers are held in 
respect by and have the support of the authori- 
ties. 

11. If any teacher or member of your 
church has visited a distant part of the coun- 
try during his vacation, ask him to give a brief 
talk about it and to arrange a small exhibit of 
the picture postcards and snapshots which un- 
doubtedly he has, for the pupils to look at after 
his talk. This is a simple and effective way of 
helping in the Americanization program.—A. 
Miller. 


A Rally Day Method (711) 

Rally Day in the.... Church Sunday School 
of .... was the most successful and the most 
enthusiastic of all rally sessions. The plan 


for the rally was originated by the superinten- © 


dent of the. school, who spent much time and 
thought on the working out of the plan. The 
four September Sundays were marked by 
events that led up to the climax, Rally Sun- 
day. But it was not until the first Sunday in 
October that the superintendent announced to 
the school that through the mail that week 
each member would receive a panel which 
would help to build “Nine Gates Into the 
Kingdom.” This statement aroused the curi- 
osity of the members of the school, both old 
and young. 

On the Friday before Rally Day an envelope 
containing a gate panel was mailed to each 
member of the school. On the front of the en- 
velope at the top were the words, ‘‘Here’s your 
panel for Rally Day.” At the bottom were the 
word, “.... Sunday Schooci.” On the back of 
the envelope were the words, “Nine Gates Into 
the Kingdom,” and a picture of the gates be- 
neath. 

The posts to hold the nine gates were placed 
on the platform beforo Rally Sunday. These 
posts were graduated in size in accordance 
with the size of the gates. Hach gate repre- 
sented a department in the Sunday School. As 
a member entered his department he handed 
his panel to the superintendent and the panel 
was nailed on the gate. When the gates were 
completed and more than seven hundred mem- 
bers had assembled, the roll of the departments 
were called, and in response to the call of each, 
two members, one carrying the gate and the 
other carrying the name of the department 
went forward to the platform. The member 
carrying the gate placed it in its proper posi- 
tion, and the other placed the name. As they 
were leaving they repeated in concert an ap- 
propriate verse of Scripture.—Catherine Fur- 
man. 


Begin Early (712) 

We began in July to prepare for our Rally 
Day. At a meeting of the teachers definite 
plans were discussed and agreed upon, and the 
officers of the school proceeded at once to put 
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these plans into operation. They consisted of 
preliminary rallies, publicity work, personal 
invitations, and a special program for the day. 


(713) 


Preliminary Raliies by 
Departments 

The first Sunday in September was devoted 
to a rally of the Primary Department. Each 
teacher visited or got in touch with every mem- 
ber of her class personally, urging each to be 
present on that day. At the close of school the 
percentage present of the enrollment of that 
department was noted. The second Sunday in 
September was the Junior Department rally, 
carried out in the same way; the third Sunday, 
the Intermediate; and the fourth Sunday the 
Senior and Adult. On each of these Sundays 
special programs were planned which would 
be of interest to the whole school but espe- 
cially to the department holding a rally on that 
day. These rallies had an excellent effect in 
getting the members of the school together 
quickly. There was an ever-increasing attend- 
ance, due to the momentum resulting from the 
preceding one and the return to the city of 
many who had been away during the summer. 


Rally Day Publicity (714) 

On each of these days announcement was 
made of the great Rally Day the first Sunday in 
October. Hach pupil and teacher was put on 
his mettle to see that every member of his 
class.was present on that day. The school 
spirit was aroused, and everyone was talking 
and working for Rally Day before the month 
of September was over. 

Free use was also made of the church calen- 
dar every week during the month of Septem- 
ber. The notices were such as would be likely 
to create-an interest in the program to be given 
on Rally Day and to make the reader feel that 
he would miss something if he had to be ab- 
sent. 

To each member of every class which had a 
perfect attendance was promised a souvenir. 
These consisted of advertising novelties; for 
the older members of the school, a vest pocket 
memorandum tablet, on which was written: 
“Make a note of it and come every Sunday 
promptly at....tothe.... Sunday School. 
For the Intermediate pupils there was a leath- 
er coin purse, on which was printed, “Lay up a 
treasure in heaven, Sunday School.” 
For the younger children, a little tin pistol, 
which made a noise by a spring snapping, and 
on the handle of which was printed: “The 
Sunday School will teach you-how to 
aim right.” These were presented to the suc- 
cuessful members on the following Sunday. 
So far as we know, this school was the first 
to use advertising novelties. If it is good for 
business, why not for the Lord’s business? 
These were very inexpensive. The pistols 
proved so popular that the men wanted them 
instead of the memorandum tablets. 


Personal Invitations (715) 


On the last Sunday in September there was 
given to every member of the school a printed 
invitation to be handed to every member of the 
family. These invitations, got up in an attrac- 
tive form, were also sent, by boys and girls 
who volunteered for this service, to every mem- 


ber of the church who had not been reached in 
any other way. 

An aim was agreed upon by the officers and 
teachers of the school. What it should be was 
deterinined in this way: The teachers of each 
department conferred and agreed upon a num- 
ber that they would try to reach in their own 
department. The sum of these was taken, and 
one thousand and one in attendance became 
the aim of the day. When the count was made, 
it was found that nine hundred and ninety- 
three were present, which shows better than 
many words how effectively the plan worked. 
We felt that it. was better to set an aim that 
we could reach than one which would be very 
much larger but practically unattainable. 


Rally Day Program (716) 
On Rally Day a special program was ar- 
ranged for the closing exercises of the school. 
which did not, however, interfere with the 
regular lesson for the day. The opening exer- 
cises were shortened so as to give the usual 
time for the lesson, and in the closing exercises 
each department had some part. The generil 
trend of the program was to show what Rally 
Day meant to the school physically, mentally, 
and spiritually and so to conserve the in- 
terest which had been aroused. How success- 
ful the whole effort was is proved by the at- 
tendance since that time, whicn has averaged 
twenty per cent more than for tie same Sun- 
days of the previous year.—M. M. H. 


A Calling Campaign (717) 
It always pays when a teacher calls on the 
members of his class. The boys and girls— 
and even the adult members of the school— 
like the attention. <A call on an irregular pupil 
frequenti; brings him to his place on the fol- 
lowing Sunday. Our school determined to 
make a calling campaign a prominent part of 
preparation for Rally Day. We had excellent 
results. 


Rally Day Zeal (718) 
Zinzendorf said to a Moravian brother at 
Herrnhut, “Can you go as a missionary to 
Greenland?” “Yes.” ‘Can you go tomorrow?” 
“Tf the cobbler has finished my shoes I ean go 
tomorrow.” That was quick, willing-hearted 
response. Wesley said: If I had three hun- 
dred men who feared nothing but God, hated 
nothing but sin, and were determined to know 
nothing among men but Jesus Christ and him 
crucified, I would set the world on fire.” 
“Send us men,” said a heathen convert, “with 
hot hearts.” 


After Rally Day Results (719) 
We are not to be content with a little fruit— 
a poor, shriveled bunch of grapes that are 
more like marbles than grapes, here and there, 
upon the half-nourished stem. The abiding in 
him will produce a character rich in manifold 
graces. “A little fruit” is not contemplated by 
Christ at all. Why is it that the average Chris- 
tian man of this generation bears only a berry 
or two, here and there, like such as are left 
upon the vines after the vintage, when the 
promise is that if we will abide in Christ we 
will bear much fruit?—Alexander McLaren. 
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; Rally and Act (720) 
- When the English fleet under Lord Nelson 
was bearing down upon the French ships 
anchored in Aboukir Bay, just before the ever- 
memorable battle of the Nile, the captain of 
yne of the British vessels addressed his crew 
it considerable length, and, having exhorted 
whem to remember their duty, and what their 
country required at their hands, he turned to 
the captain of marines and said: “Now, sir, 
you have heard what I have said to the ship’s 
company; it may be as well for you to say 
something to the men particularly under you.” 
Upon which the marine officer commanded 
‘attention,’ and addressed them in the follow- 
ing pithy and laconic manner: “My lads, do 
you see that land?” pointing to the shore which 
they were rapidly nearing. “That,” said he, 
‘is the land of Egypt; and if you don’t fight 
like the mischief, you’ll soon be in the house 
of bondage.” The effect was electrical. 


In the Field of Work (721) 
A pastor once had occasion to visit one of 
his flock who was a farmer, on a spiritual er- 
rand. On arriving at the farm house the 
ninister inquired whether his parishioner was 
ut home. ‘“‘You will find him in the harvest 
field!” was the reply. And so it proved. The 
osusy farmer, making hay while the sun shone, 
improving the opportune weather for the in- 
zathering of the matured crops, was discover- 
sd by the minister with the message at the post 
xf duty, losiug no precious moments in gossip, 
idling or mischief-making. “Found in the har- 
yest field!” That is the true description of a 
faithful Christian laborer.—C. A. 8S. Dwight. 


Not to Eat but Hoe (722) 

I found in a small country church away up 
among the hills of Vermont a certain deacon 
of great wealth, who was one of the most 
zealous and self-denying members in that 
little church, and known throughout the whole 
community for his good works. I ventured to 
ask him one day why he was pursuing a course 
30 unusual for rich men. His reply was, “When 
[ became a Christian, and began to read my 
Bible with appreciation of its meaning, I read 
shat I was called into the vineyard of the Lord, 
und I made up my mind at once that I wasn’t 
salled there to eat grapes, but to hoe; and I’ve 
yeen trying to hoe ever since.”—Christian Hn- 
leavor World. 


Lifting Dead Weights (723) 
A square flagstone of a pound’s weight was 
eecently shoved out of place in an English 
own by the united efforts of only three mush- 
-ooms growing under it. This shows the im- 
nense power of a thing that grows. And three 
ive Christians in a community will often, by 
he inherent force of their life, lift up the dead 
veight of worldiiness over them. 


Keep the Light Burning (724) 

An old light-house keeper was passing away. 
Tor years it had been his duty to keep the 
amps in the high tower burning. Now the fire 
xf his own life was burning low, as he slipped 
gut upon the sea of another world. Suddenly 
1e raised himself upon one elbow, and asked: 
‘Ts the lamp burning in the tower? You know 


we must not let it go out tonight. 
will be watching for it.” “Yes, the lamp is 
all right.” “Then I can rest.” And the old 
man passed away. How is it with the light 
committed to our care? Is it burning brightly? 


Some one 


COMMUNION SUNDAY 

The Fall Rally Campaign should include a 
summons of the whole church to the Commun- 
ion. Fellow pastors, let us make much of the 
first Communion this fall. Tone, spiritual 
tone, may be given to the whole year’s work. 
Call all to the Communion table there to renew 
consecration to Christ and his cause. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes (725) 

Desire to Eat the Passover: “And he said 
unte them, With desire I have desired to eat 
ee Passover with you before I suffer.” Luke 
: Unity and Love Promoted by the Commun- 
ions: 1 Cor. 10:17. 

Preparations for the Feast: 
ready. Luke 2212: 

Neglect of the Lord’s Supper: 
would not come.” Matt. 22:3. 

The Abiding Christ: “Lo, I am with you al- 
ways.” Matt. 28:20. 

Christ at the Feast: “I will come unto him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me.” 
Rev. -3; 20. 

The Heart’s Sacred Places: “Surely the 
Lord is in this place.” Gen. 28:16. 

Life’s Sweet Surprises: “He was known to 
them in the breaking of bread.” Luke 24:35. 

The New Passion Feast: “And they made 
ready the passover.” Luke 22:13. 

The Soul’s Longing: ‘How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of hosts,” etc. Psa. 84:1-2. 

Close to Christ: “Cleave to that which is 


“There make 


“And they 


good.” Rom. 12:9. 
The Lord’s Supper: 1 Cor. 11:25, 26. I. Di- 
vinely commanded. ‘This do ye.” II. A com- 


memorative event. “In remembrance of me.” 
III. A proclamation to the world of the glor- 
ious fact. “Ye do show the Lord’s death.” IV. 
A continued obligation. “Till he come.” 

The Ascended Lord: Luke 24:50, 51. I. 
Ascended. There is enlargement of blessings 
that come through him. II. Ascended: Let 
our hearts follow him there. III. Ascended: 
We shall follow him there. IV. Ascended: Let 
us be faithful to him until we ascend. In the 
sacrament—sacramentum, oath, we renew our 
allegiance to him. 

Till He Come: 1 Cor. 11:26. I. “Till he 
come” is a dispensation of grace. II. “Till he 
come” is the dispensation of the High-priest- 
hood of Jesus. III. “Till he come’ is the dis- 
pensation of the Holy Spirit. IV. “Till he 
come” is a season of earnest waiting for his 
manifestation. V. “Till he come” is a season 
of service. VI. When he comes will be the time 
of judgment. VII. When he comes will be the 
dispensation of his Kingship. U 


Closed-Door Communion (726) 

“When the doors were shut... Jesus came.” 
John 20:19. 

J. When the disciples locked the doors to 
prevent interruption, Christ knew that he was 
sure of a welcome. He had been waiting for 
this opportunity to manifest himself unto them. 
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He could not speak to his friends in the pres- 
ence of his enemies. He could not get their 
ear on account of the din and confusion that 
came through the open doors. Have you ever 
tried to carry on a conversation over the tele- 
phone in a room full of uproar? Then you 
know why “Jesus came, when the doors were 
shut.” 

II. Closing the door to the world is opening 
the door to the Master® He is always passing 
by those doors that are wide open to all the 
frivolity and vanity of men; but whenever he 
finds the door shut to these things, he seeks 
admittance. He knows that there is room for 
him on the other side of the closed door. 

III. Do not be afraid of shutting the door; 
it is the best invitation for the Master to enter. 
“Hnter into thy closet and shut the door,’ and 
he will see that his presence is desired. In the 
busy modern world, with its multiplicity of in- 
terests, we must find time to be alone with the 
Master. When the doors are shut, Jesus still 
comes! And this feast of the Lord’s Supper is 
a time of closed door communion. He comes 
and sups with us when we shut the world out 
in an attitude of attention. 


Communion: Keep Coming (727) 

“For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he 
come, 1°Cor, 11226: 

The heathen refresh their loyalty to their 
gods. Do you know of the Hindoo red mark 
of the god? A little Bengali girl was presid- 
ing one night at a Junior Christian Hndeavor 
meeting in Calcutta, India, says Rev. Herbert 
Halliwell, former Christian Endeavor secretary 
in that country. She was twelve years old. At 
close of the meeting a man drove up in a car- 
riage and took her away. It was her wedding- 
day, and this was her husband. He was fifty, 
she was twelve. i 

After that, morning by morning, he would 
take her to the Hindoo temple and have the red 
mark of the god painted afresh on her fore- 
head. In her heart she loved Christ, and that 
love remained. 

If it is necessary to have the red mark of a 
god freshened up every day, how much more 
necessary it is to freshen in our hearts our de- 
votion to our Saviour! As the heathen wor- 
shipper seeks paint for the brow, let us seek 
the mark of God for the soul. That mark is 
love, charity, gentleness, service. By these 
shall men_know that we are his disciples. 

Hverywhere around us in noise and bustle 
and selfishness we see the marks of man. How 
good it is to recognize the mark of God! And 
in the communion service is a time when we 
make that recognition. Let us come to the 
Lord’s table. Let us keep coming, freshening 
up love and loyalty and consecration. 


The Great Gift (728) 

“Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.” Titus 2:14. 

I. The gift of Christ. 

1. Voluntary—‘gave;” 2. Precious—“Him- 
self;” 3. Vicarious—“for us;” (a) in our 
stead, (b) for our good. 

II. Its object. 
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1. Redemption from sin. The anomia 
here regarded as the power from whose contr 
believers are brought and freed throug 
Christ. Since, therefore, they are release 
from the service of this hard master (Rom. ¢ 
11, 18), he can require nothing more of then 


- and it is therefore but just that they refuse 1 


obey him in order henceforth to live soberl 
righteously, and godly. (Rom. 6:16, 22). 

2. Inward purification—“unto Himself” 

3. Outward holiness—‘‘peculiar,” “zealous 
Sacrament, tests, discriminates. 


Jesus, Bread of Life” (734 
Physical bread is the “staff” of physical life 
just so Jesus the living Bread is the staff « 
spiritual life, yea, even more, he is life itsel 
Every member of his body must partake < 
that. life. If any man have it not, s he 
none of his.” 


' Reverence for the Lord’s (7388 
Supper 

Reverence for the Lord’s Supper is enhance 
by considering and practicing three of its a 
pects: Its retrospective aspect (1 Cor. 11:24 
its introspective (1 Cor. 11:28, 29) and its pro 
pective (1 Cor. 11:26, also Matt. 26:29). Se: 
aration from the world is also a condition 
reverence. Think of children of God drinkir 
the “cup of devils,” and, then partaking of tl 
Lord’s cup! 


What We Know in the Heart (738 

One night, when Dr. John G. Paton, wi 
writing late, he heard a knock at the door. H 
called out, “Who’s there?’ A voice soft 
answered, ‘Missi, it is Lamu.” This was a wi 
man who had been rejected from the Lord 
Table, because of the sins of her former lif 


She said: “I cannot sleep, I cannot eat; nf 
soul is in pain. Am I to be shut out fra 
Jesus? My heart is very bad; yet I know th 


it is my joy to try and please my Saviour 
Mr. Paton tried to guide and console her, ai 
she listened very eagerly. Then she sai 
“Missi, you and the elders may think it rig: 
to keep me back from the Lord’s Table; put 
know in my heart that Jesus has received m 
and if I were dying now Jesus would take 
to glory.” Her look and manner thrilled t! 
missionary. He felt that, if Christ were in k 
place, he would not turn the poor wome 
away, and a few days later he received bh 
with nine others at the Lord’s Table. 


‘Holding On or Passing On (73; 

A little leaflet has been recently publish 
based on the supposition of a man holding 
to the cup, at the Lord’s Supper, instead | 
passing it on. America has received the bles 
ing of an open Bible, and is not passing it ( 
as she should. “The heathen are perishit 
for want of that cup, but we do not pass it | 
to them; is that right?” 
“Drink ye all of it.” The minister asked t 
usual question at the close of the communi 
service, “Have any been omitted?” There 
no audible reply, but to a woman, there, lil 
a flash, came a vision of vast multitudes i] 
longing faces—millions upon millions stretc( 
ing round the world—Chinese, African, India 
with dumb lips, but saying with their reproac 
ful eyes, ‘““Yes, we have been omitted.” 
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Great Texts and Their Treatment : 
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A Strange Sight 


“T Ihave seen servants upon horses, and 
princes walking as servants upon the earth.” 
HKeclesiastes 10:8. 

The books from which God teaches man are 
many. Nature, reason, history, experience, 
revelation—all speak to him great and valu- 
able lessons. Observation will greatly enrich 
our minds with facts and wisdom. The preach- 
er frequently uses the phrase, “I have seen.” 
Text. The language is mainly figurative. 
Much more is meant than the words literally 
state. They are to be thought over, yield spir- 
itual teaching. The text implies or suggests: 

I. That the moral world presents some 
strange iilustrations of the unfitness of per- 
sons and things for the places and circum- 
stances occupied by them. Servants upon 
horses and princes walking. As 1. when a na- 
tion sets wicked or ignorant men in its high- 
est places, and treats its best citizens with 
neglect or contempt. Charles II on the throne, 
and John Bunyan in Bedford jail. See Jotham’s 
fable, Herod and John the Baptist, Nero and 
Paul. 2. When debasing passions and appe- 
tites are allowed to rule the man, and intellect, 
reason, and noble affections are trampled un- 
der foot. Felix, Herod, Prodigal Son. 3. When 
recreations and amusements which, at best, 
are but servants of the soul are placed upon 
the throne of the heart and the great and 
earnest work of life is left neglected and un- 
done. 4. When the world is seated on the 
throne of the affections, and Christ the “King of 
kings” is allowed to be but a beggar at our feet 
pleading in vain for our attention and love. 

II. That this state of things is surprising, 
wrong, and ruinous. 1. Suprising; reason, 
common sense, and Divine revelation teach 
this ought not to be so. 2. Wrong; insults vir- 
tue, humanity, and God. 3. Ruinous. a. Here; 
b. Hereafter.—R. B. 


Modern Patchwork 


“No man also seweth a piece of cloth on an 
old garment; else the new piece that filled it 
up taketh away from the old, and the rent is 
made worse.” Mark 2:21. 

' By this homely illustration Christ teaches a 
great truth as to the purpose of his coming, 
and the nature of his religion. He came, not 
to patch up, but to re-create. This truth ap- 

lies: 

. I. To those who would patch up the old 
system of the law with the new moral truth 
in the Gospel. 1. The Pharisees, in Christ’s 
time would gladly have done this. But new 
truth, as new life, must create its own new 
forms and channels. 2. In Paul’s time his 
Galatian converts were tempted to make this 
mistake. 3. In our own time, all who trust 
partly in forms and ceremonies, and partly in 
Christ. 

II. To those who would patch up systems 
of human philosophy or of heathen religion by 
incorporating some of Christ’s teaching. 


III. To those who would patch up human- 
ity by means of improved social arrangements. 

IV. To those who are seeking to find sal- 
vation through patching up their own righ- 
teousness. 1. Those who try to improve their 
reputation, remaining at heart as bad as ever. 
2. Those who depend on self-improvement. 3. 
Those who expect Christ to improve them, not 
to regenerate them. 4. Those who try to im- 
prove themselves first, intending to come to 
Christ afterwards.—W. H. R. 


House Building 

“Hvery one therefore which heareth these 
words of mine, and doeth them,” etc. Matt. 
7:24-27. 

Our Lord concludes his Sermon on the Mount 
with a series of contrasted pictures; two 
gates, two ways, two trees, and two houses. In 
the application of his sermon he does two 
startling things: 1. Makes a fit claim for his 
message. 2. Makes a great division among his 
hearers. 

I. Two builders. Both are conscious of one 
need. Both are working to one end. Both are 
successful in their endeavors. 

II. Two foundations. One is rock, suggest- 
ing strength, solidity, permanence. Christ says 
that his teaching is rock. The other is sand. 
Unsubstantial, yielding, shifting. All that is 
antagonistic to or negligent of the principles 
underlying Christ’s teaching is sand. 

III. Two-.houses. Every man builds his 
house. Deeds, words,’ thoughts, principles. 
The house which each man builds he must in- 
habit. The differences in men’s houses are 
sometimes invisible. Men build with diverse 
purposes. One builds a shop, another a study, 
one a theatre, another a temple. 

IV. One storm. Certain, impartial, terrible. 

V. Two results. The house on the sand be- 
comes folly’s monument of ruins. The house 
on the rock remains as wisdom’s abiding 
refuge. 

VI. Two examples. These are of universal 
application, necessary, present.-—B. W. P. 


The Nearness of God 

“Thou art near, O Lord.” Psa. 119:151. 

This declaration evinces the greatness and 
glory of God. 

I. God is essentially near. His presence is 
universal. “Do not I fill heaven and earth, 
saith the Lord.” “Am I a God at hand, and 
not afar off.” 

II. God is manifestly near. 1. In creation. 
“The heavens declare,’ etc. I see thee in the 
rolling wave, and in the rippling stream. [ 
see thee in the cataract’s foam, and in the 
gentle descent of the sparkling dew. I per- 
ceive thee, not with my bodily eyes, although 
by these I discern thy workmanship, but with 
the mental eye I behold thee in thy works, a 
present God. 2. In providence. Though some- 
times thou wrappest thyself in a cloud, dark 
and impenetrable, yet I see thee. Thou gov- 
ernest the world and rulest the nations. Thou 
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<irectest the fight of an angel, and arrangest 
the affairs of the poorest saints. 

Ill. God is graciously near. Nearness to 
God was the fairest flower which grew in Para- 
dise; .but sin withered it, the flower faded, it 
drooped, it ‘died. It must be so once more. A 
God is near through Christ. Near as a sin- 
forgiving God. Near asa promise-keeping God. 
Near as a prayer-hearing God. Near as a Cov- 
enant-keeping God. Near .s a gracious tender 
Father. 2. God is near in cvery season requir- 
ing his presence. in thc season of spiritual 
distress. In the season of adversity and af- 
fliction. How near is God! Im the hour of 
temptation. In the hour of human desertion. 
In the valley of the shadow of death. “Thou 
art near, O Lord.” 


Three Resolutions 

“Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will 
wait for the God of my salvation; my God will 
hear me.” Micah 7:7. 

The prophet is predicting a period which 
marvellously corresponds to the first age of 
the Christian era. For he says, “The day of 
thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh,” the 
time our Lord foretold when Jerusalem was 


destroyed. Then the Church was as sheep 
among wolves. Princes indeed did “evil with 
both hands.” Judges like Pilate could pro- 


nounce in a breath that the accused was inno- 
cent, and yet condemned. Treachery crept 
into every home, hypocrisy prevailed the land 
over. The Church was in the midst of un- 
compromising enemies. The nearest of their 
relatives, such as fathers and sons, betrayed 
‘them to persecution and death. There was no 
help for them in man. So the eyes of faith 
turned to God alone, knowing he would not 
fail them. Each of us should adopt these reso- 
lutions. Many reasons indicate the wisdom of 
so doing. 

I. The resolution of faith. 
1. The promises encourage me. 2. Experience 
teaches me. 3. The Lord commands me. 4. 
The engagement will comfort me. 

II. The resolution of patience. “I will 
wait.” 1. For his time is best. 2. For his 
blessing is worth waiting for. 3. For I shall 
not be disappointed. 


“T will look.” 


III. The confidence of hope. ‘My God will 
hear me.” 1. Though my cry be feeble. My 
faith weak. 2. Though my request be great. 
3. Though others disdain me. 4. Though I am 
alone. Few pleaders in Israel. 5. For he is 
near. 


Rhoda, a Girl Christian 


“And as Peter knocked at the door of the 
gate ,a damsel came to hearken named Rhoda,” 
etc. Acts 12:13-16. 

Rhoda and Miriam are the only two girls of 
the Bible whose names we know. Rhoda was 
evidently an earnest Christian, and occupies 
an important place in the records of the early 
Church. The mention of her name, the mem- 
orial of her life, and the fragrance of her sery- 
ice are abiding marks of her precious testi- 
mony for Jesus. Rhoda means a rose, the 
emblem of beauty, sweetness and fragrance, 
and these certainly were some of the features 
of Rhoda’s character. 


underneath: “She was just like that.” 
is the picture the Holy Spirit has drawn of 
Rhoda in the New Testament. A bright, beau- 
tiful blessing. “She being dead yet speaketh.” 

I. Rhoda was a true Christian. But you) 
ask, How do you know? She was in fellowship) 
with the Church. The Lord only added living; 
souls (Acts 2:47). She was interested in the? 
prayer-meeting—prayer, the evidence of life } 
(Acts 9:11). She was glad when Peter was re-- 
leased; Christian love a family mark; grace,, 
life, and fellowship, all true marks of a real. 
Christian. 


HELP FROM OVER THE SEA 
Rey. B. Schlipf, Bucharest, Roumania 


Faith in God and Faith in Christ 
John 14:1 


Faith is one of the most powerful incentives 
in human life. Without it little is accomplished 
by men. Faith in one’s ability, in the justness 
of a cause, how they do inspire a person to do 
his very best! Faith in a person is the founda- 
tion for respect, admiration, love and devo- 
tion. Where it is lacking, these will not be | 
found. Without these elements, religion is a 
sham, a mere name, a theory, a shell without 
contents, a staff entirely broken, a mirage. 
Therefore so many are dissatisfied with their 
religon. It contains no nourishing power and 
leaves them hungry. What they need above all 
else is faith in God and faith in Jesus Christ. 

I. Faith in God. That means: 

1. Faith in His existence. 

2. Faith in His character. 

3. Faith in His right of sovereignty over all 
creation and most of all, over us. 

II. Faith in Christ. It includes: 

a. Faith in His Divinity. 

b. Faith in His mission of salvation. 

c. Faith in Him as your personal Saviour. 

Why withhold such faith? You wish for 
happiness, peace and salvation. Faith alone 
will give you them. You may believe in God 
and still reject Christ. But the way to the 
Father’s heart and home is through the Son 
(Verse 6). Appeal. 


Aphorisms and Illustrations for the Fore- 
going Original Sermon Outline. . 
There is something worse than being deaf, 
that is, not being willing to hear. 
* * * 


Satan is glad when people play at religion. 
* * * 
That man is not pious, who has no desire 
to become more pious. 
~ i Shy 
True repentance never comes too late, but 
it may easily become too late for true re- 
pentance. 
* * * 

A patient once said to his Christian physi- 
cian with a good deal of pride: ‘Why, doctor, I 
am a free thinker!” The doctor dryly replied: 
‘My dear man, have you ever tried being a 
thinker?” 

* * * 


Christ accepts us just as we are, but he does 
not leave us just as we are. 
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The Prayer That Prevails 


REY. DAVID JAMES BURRELL, D. D., LL. D. New York, N. Y. 


Text: “What things soever ye desire when 


ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye 


shall have them.” 


Mark 11:23. 


A man can pray as a Christian. But pray- 


ing is something more than saying one’s pray- 


he prayeth.” 


ers. The Lord said to Ananias of Damascus, 
“Arise and go into the street called Straight 
and inquire for one Saul of Tarsus, for behold, 
Now in point of fact Saul of 
Tarsus had been saying prayers ever since he 
was born; but he had never really prayed un- 
til he discovered, at his conversion, that the 
name of Jesus was the countersign of prayer; 
as he himself had said, “I am the way; no man 


cometh unto the Father but by me.” 


As prayer is the sign-manual of a Christian, 


r so faith is the infallible test of prayer. 


day. So far we have taken three steps; 


And then the crucial test of faith is ex- 
pectancy. This is our place of emphasis to- 
first, 
no one is a true Christian who does not pray; 
second, no prayer is true prayer which is not 
offered in faith; third, no faith is true faith 
which does not expect to get what it asks for. 

This is briefly set forth in the words of 
Jesus: “What things soever ye desire when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them.” The best exposition of this pass- 
age is found in the wonder-working ministry 
of Jesus himself; as, for example, where he 
said to the father of the demoniac boy, “If 
thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” (Mark 9:23), and to Mary 
and Martha at their brother’s grave, “Said I 
not that if thou would believe, thou shouldst 


see the glory of God?” (John 11:40), and to 
eter alter uis vain attempt to waik uu we 


water, ““O thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?” (Matt. 14:31), and to the blind 
man of Jericho, “According to your faith be 
it unto you.” (Matt. 9:29). 

It is obvious that what is intended here is 
something more than a mere belief that God is 
able to do thus and so. The blessing is prom- 
ised to those who believe that God not only can 
but will do the thing that he is asked to do, 
and the answer to their prayer is measured out 
to them according to the expectancy of their 
faith. 

I. Observe first, the proposition thus laid 
down is consistent with reason or plain com- 
mon sense. The falsest proverb that ever was 
coined was this, “Blessed are those who ex- 
pect nothing, for they shall not be disappoint- 
ed.” Live that way and you will die thread- 
bare. Confidence begets confidence in every 
province of life. A whining beggar goes away 
empty-handed. “He that cometh to God must 


believe that he is, and that he is the rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.” 

If you propose to go to a certain city, hav- 
ing bought your ticket, you take your seat and 
expect to arrive. In even so trifling affair as 
that there is no appreciable element of doubt 
or uncertainty. You are not content with 
knowing that the engineer is able to carry you 
to that city; you are comfortably sure that he 
will do it. Is it too much of the Lord to ask ~ 
of us a like confidence in him? 


II. The second ground.on which our propo- 
sition rests is Revelation. The Bible is full of 
promises addressed to those who pray with 
confidence; and every one of those promises is 
yea and amen. Listen to this: “Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened to you.” Mark 
the fullness and unreservedness of that prom- 
ise; it contains not an if, nor a perhaps, nor a 
peradventure, but three great shalls! And as 
if this were not enough—as if the Lord antici- 
pated that somebody would intimate that he 
scarcely meant his words to be taken literally 
—he straightway added, “For every one that 
asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth; 
and to him that knocketh, it shall b eopened.” 

Or listen to this: “If ye abide in me and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will 
and it shall be done unto you.” (John 15:7). 
Let us be careful how we put limitations on 
promises which the Lord has not fenced in. 
“What ye will—all things—anything—every- 
thing whatsoever.” These are large words and 
more than a mouthful for most of us. But sup- 
pose the Lord meant them? What a draft on 
the exchequer of Goda! 

Or take the promise in our text. It was 
given just after the withering of the barren 
fig-tree. When the disciples “marvelled” at 
what had been wrought by a simple word of 
the Master, he said, “If ye have faith, and 
doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is 
done to the fig-tree; but also if ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Be thou removed and be 


thou cast into the sea, it shall be done.” Do 
you regard that as hyperbole; that is “over- 
shooting for effect? There’s the trouble; we 


are naturally disinclined to believe that the 
Lord means exactly what he says. Of course, 
it was the way of it. According to your ex- 
pectation be it unto you! 

III. The third of the foundation stones of 
our proposition is Observation. Lift up your 
eyes and see. The world is full of people who 
are prepared to certify not only that God has 
answered their prayers, but that he has 
answered up to the full measure of their ex- 
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pectation. 

Are you saying, ‘Now that is simply prepos- 
terous?” In the year 1836, a man named 
George Muller was greatly concerned for the 
neglected children of Bristol, Hngland. He re- 
solved to start an orphanage but, being with- 
out funds, the question was how to support it. 
He said, “I will undertake this thing for the 
Lord and expect him to stand behind it.” Great 
expectations! “A Utopian dream!” Have it 
your own way, my friend; but the facts are 
against you. That was eighty-five years ago; 
the Bristol Orphanage is still in evidence; and 
meanwhile not a cent has been asked of any 
soul this side of heaven to support it. 

The institution grew from a small beginning 
until five orphan houses were filled with chil- 
dren. It grew without “drives” or appeals. 
And for almost a century, thousands of chil- 
dren have been dependent for their daily bread 
on the prayers of one man who had faith 
enough to undertake a great thing for God and 
to expect great things for him. Here is a 
miracle more inscrutable from the world’s 
point of view than the feeding of a lone prophet 
by ravens in a cleft of the hills. A miracle? 
Certainly. Why not? Every answer to prayer 
is a miracle. God as the great wonder-worker 
is handing out miracles to expectant people 
every moment of every hour of the day. 

IV. But there is a fourth ground for our 
proposition, to wit, Experience. The way to 
discover whether the Lord is good or not is to 
“taste and see.” 

David had his ups and downs like everybody 
else; and tells what happened to him once as 
he was going through the Vale of Baca: “This 
poor man cried, and the Lord heard and saved 
him out of all his trouble;” and in another 
place he explained by saying that his “expec- 
tation was from God.” 

Peter was a man of faith; but even his faith 
had its fainting spells. One morning he and 
other fishermen had come ashore after a night 
spent in taking nothing but waterhauls, when 
Jesus came by. “Launch out into the deep,” 
he said, “and let down your nets for a draught.” 
Peter answered, “Master we have- toiled all 
night and taken nothing; nevertheless at Thy 
word I will let down the net.’”’ Then came the 
great draught of fishes. it dlways comes tu 
those who take the Master at his word. His 
promises can be depended on. ‘Not one fail- 
eth!” The point of weakness is not in the 


| 


unwillingness of the Lord to grant our peti 
tions to the very uttermost, but in the fact tha 
at our best we do not half believe in him. | 

Faith has value only as it unites us with God! 
It is like the coupler that unites tie locomo- 
tive with a train of cars; there is no power im 
the coupler, nevertheless the train would be at 
a standstill without it. God is omnipotent; and 
when faith brings us into vital contact with 
him, the power of the great Dynamo works 
through us. It thus appears that Paul was not 
exaggerating but stating a simple and reason- 
able truth when he said, “I can do all things 
through him that strengtheneth me!” 

There are two immeasurable facts that over- 
top all others along the horizons of human life: 
One of them is the love of God, as manifest im 
Christ. The other of the immeasurable things 
is Faith, which links up the finite with the in- 
finite and fills a man potentially with “all the 
fulness of God.” 

“Open thy mouth wide,” saith the Lord, “and 
I will fill it!” I wonder if the Psalmist, when 
he was writing that, had in mind the days 
when, as a shepherd boy, he had watched the 
fledglings in an eagle’s nest opening their bills: 
for what the mother-bird was bringing them? 
Did that suggest to him the eager cry of those 
whose expectation is in God. 

The widow of a minister, long, long ago, 
came to the prophet’s house and wept out her 
sorrow, saying, “My creditors have come, and 
they require my two sons as a pledge, and 
these are all that are left to me.” The prophet 
said, “What hast thou?’”—“‘Nothing.’—“Noth- 
ing?’—“Only a pot of oil; nothing else is left.” 
—‘Go back to thy house and borrow vessels. 
Borrow of thy neighbors, and borrow not a 
few; then enter into a room with thy lads, and 
shut to the door and pour out.” She did so; 
the first vessel was filled and the supply was 
not gone. “Bring me another,” said she to the 
lads; and they brought her another. It was 
filled and the oil was not stayed. Another and 
another, vessels not a few; all vessels they had 
provided. “Bring me yet another.” And the 
lads said, “There is not another here.’ Then 
the oil was stayed. O beloved, God’s resources 
are infinite! The oil flows on forever; but the 


vessels give out. Let us pray for faith; for the 
faith that oxpuovts Bltat thinge, fox the calli 


that takes God at his word; “If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you!” 


The Roots of the Blessed Life 


REY. JOHN HENRY JOWETT, D. D., Lond n, England. 


Text: “Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord. What 
man is he that desireth life, and loveth many 
days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue 
from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. 
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace and 
pursue it.” Psalm 34:11-14. 

What man is he that desireth life and loveth 
many days that he may see good?” That is an 
old-world statement of a persistent problem, 
but I want to read it without the Old Testament 
limitations. We have the same problem, but 
we perhaps give it a slightly different expres- 
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sion. ‘What man is he that desireth life?” 
Who wants to truly live, to be thoroughly alive, 
to be lifted above the plain of mere existence, 
and placed in conditions of amazing vitality 
and fertility? “And loveth many days?” What 
man is he that desireth a large life, a life of 
spacious activities, of grand persistence and 
continuity? 

“That he may see good.” What man is he 
that desireth a life that will extract the real 
“good” out of things, that will gather the honey 
in the hidden places, that will discover the es- 
sences in experiences, and get the marrow out 


of trifling and apparently inconsiderable 
events. That is the modern statement of the 
problem. Who desires to be really alive, 
_ abounding in vital energy, possessed of such 
_ fine perceptions as will explore all the affairs, 
_ of life, and discern their secret treasure? In 
_ what can we find the Life of Blessedness, full, 
" spacious and refined? 
: Th Psalmist’s setting of the problem is not 
without its suggestion. The statement of the 
Spacious life of blessedness, extracting the 
F secret flavors and essences of things,-is placed 
ina very significant context. On the one hand, 
_ we have “the fear of the Lord;” on the other 
3 hand, “keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
_ from speaking guile.” On the one side is theol- 
- ogy, on the other side is morality. The one ex- 
presses a certain relationship to God, and the 
other a certain relationship to man. And be- 
tween these two, rising out of them, as though 
from them it received its nutriment, emerges 
the life of blessedness with its perception of 
the finest issues in creation. And therefore the 
blessed life is like a plant with a two-fold root, 
one root reaching away into union with God, 
and the other root embedded in pure, fellow- 
ship with man. Let us look at the two roots. 
d I. “The fear of the Lord.’ Now, fear is not 
_fearfulness. In seeking an interpretation of 
~ the word, we must put aside all ideas of terror, 
of trembling servitude, of cringing servility. 
If the content included any element of terror, 
the spiritual life would be a doleful bondage; 
but there are strange conjunctions in the Word 
of God which make this interpretation impos- 
' sible. 

What an amazing companionship is to be 
found in these words: ‘Serve the Lord with 
fear and rejoice!”’ The significance of the pass- 
age is just this; that whatever the fear of the 
Lord may be, it is consistent with the presence 
of a ceaseless joy. Fear is a disposition which 
can lodge in the same heart with delight. The 
same suggestion is conveyed to us by many 
passages in the writings of the Apostle Paul. 
In the Epistle to the Philippians, he emphasizes 
and re-emphasizes the duty of rejoicing, and 
yet in the same Epistle he enjoins his readers 
to “work out their salvation with fear and 
trembling.” Fear, therefore, is not synony- 
mous with terror, for terror is never the com- 
panion of joy. 

What, then, can be the inner suggestion of 
the phrase, “the fear of the Lord’? Let us 
make an inquest into the word. The primary 
significance of the term is allied to our concep- 
tion of reverence. Now reverence implies per- 
fection; perfection further implies sensitive- 
ness, and in this last word I think we touch the 
essential content of the Biblical word “fear.” 
“The fear of the Lord” is sensitiveness towards 
the Lord. It is the opposite of hardness, un- 
feelingness, benumbment. The soul that fears 
od lies exposed before him in a sensitiveness 
that discerns his most silent approach. The 
life is like a sensitive plate exposed to the 
light, and it records the faintest ray. Now, car- 

-rying this suggestion, I get a gimpse of the 
meaning of some of the great phrases of the 
Word of God. “The fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wisdom.” 

Sensitiveness towards God is the beginning 
of wisdom. Sensitiveness in music is the be- 


ginning of musical ability; sensitiveness in art 
is the beginning of artistic competence. Sensi- 
tiveness towards God is the beginning of ex- 
pertness in the knowledge and doings of God. 
“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life.” 
This sensitiveness is spoken of as the begin- 
ning, as the fountain out of which all riper is- 
sues are to proceed. ; 

This sensitiveness towards God is one of the 
roots of the blessed life. To thrill to his faint- 
est breathings, to hear the still small voice, to 
catch the first dim light of new revelations, to 
be exquisitely responsive to the movements of 
the Father, this is the great primary rootage of 
a full and blessed life. Happy is it for the ex- 
positor that he is now able to add that this 
sensitiveness toward God is a gift of God. “I 
will put my fear in their hearts.” By waiting 
upon the Lord, his refining ministry begins to 
restore the hardened surfaces of our life, and 
fills us again with a spirit of rare and ex- 
quisite discernment. 

II. We turn now to the second suggestion 
of the roots and sources of the Blessed Life: 
“keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from 
speaking guile.” This appears to be a start- 
ling descent from the high plain on which we 
have just been moving. To pass from the 
august relationship with God to the controlling 
of one’s speech appears to be an amazing leap. 

1. Our speech is so often destructive of our 
blessedness. All speech has a reflex influence. 
Poison-soaked speech has first of all poisoned 
the speaker. Every word we speak recoils 
upon the speaker’s heart, and leaves its influ- 
ence, either in grace or disfigurement. There- 
fore “keep thy tongue from evil.” Hold it in 
severe restriction. Venom, that passes out, 
also seeps in. ‘And thy lips from speaking 
guile.” This is only a slight variation of the 
former word. Where the lips are treacherous, 
the heart is ill at ease. Where. the lips are un- 
true, the heart abounds in suspicion. Where 
the lips have spoken the lie, the heart is afraid 
of exposure. How, then, can there be blessed- 
ness where there is dread? How can there be 
a quiet and fruitful happiness where poison is 
impairing the higher powers? “Let nothing 
proceed out of your mouth but what is good 
unto edifying.” “Neither was any deceit in his 
mouth.” 

2. “Depart from evil.’ Turn from it. Re- 
gard thyself in revolt. Rebel, and remove thy- 
self. Don’t play with uncleanness. Don’t 
touch it with thy finger. Don’t hold conversa- 
tion concerning it, for there are some things 
of which it is a “shame even to speak.” 

3. “Depart from evil and do good.” The 
best way to effect a permanent divorce from 
evil is to exercise one’s self in active good. 
Where there is no positive ministry in good- 
ness, we soon relapse into sin. A positive good- 
ness will make the life invincible. If we want 
the blessed life, full, safe, and abounding, we 
must “depart from evil and do good.” 

4. “Seek peace and pursue it.” Not the 
peace of quietness, not, at any rate, the quiet- 
ness of still machinery, but perhaps’ the 
smoothness of machinery at work. We have to 
live together in families, in societies, in na- 
tions, as a race. To seek peace is to seek the 
smooth workings of this complicated fellow- 
ship. We are to labor for right adjustments, 
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equitable fellowships. We are to get the gravel 
and the grit out of the fine machinery. We are 
to rid human fellowship of its envy and jeal- 
ousy and thoughtlessness and ill-will. We are 
to labor that the companionships of God’s chil- 
dren may run smoothly without a wasting and 
painful friction. 

5. “Seek peace and pursue it.” We are not 
to give up the search because we are not imme- 
diately successful. We are to “pursue” the 
great aim, (o chase it with all the eagerness of 


The Song of the Happy 
REV. ROBERT F. CLAYMAN, Demopolis, Alabama. 


Text: “Blessed is hoa whos: transgression is 
forgiven.” Psalm 32:2. 

Who is there the. is not attracted by the 
songs which people sing? Song has a fascina- 
tion and power that it will never lose. When 
people sing, we are bound to listen and to have 
a certain curiosity to know tue subject of their 
song. This must be because song flows from 
the inner life, it rises from the heart. By the 
songs that men sing we may sometimes dis- 
cern their thoughts and aspirations. A song 
may be a mirror reflecting the character of the 
one who sings it.. “Song is the tone of feeling.” 
“Tt is the exrpession of life.” “The song that 
we hear with our ears is only the song that is 
sung in our hearts.” Every song has its source, 
which determines its constituent forces. Faith 
and joy are the forces that give song its 
ascending power. 

I. The influence of song. We cannot estim- 
ate or ever know the influence that song has 
wielded over the souls of,men. The world 
would be poorer and farther from God if it was 
deprived of the faculty of song. Songs of the 
Gospel have awakened many from indifference 
to a sense of need, and turned them from dark- 
ness to light, from sin to salvation. Upon the 
inspiration of a song of grace and truth many 
have come into the church and the Kingdom. 
God calls and converts through the power of 
the hymns of Zion. Referring to spiritual 
songs, some one has said, “A song will outlive 
all sermons in the memory.” As we reflect 
upon our childhood, we can scarcely recall one 
sermon we heard then, but we remember many 
of the songs. Many Christians find the turning 
point in their lives to be co-incident with the 
memory of some song of redeeming love and 
grace. 

II. Various kinds of song. We almost in- 
variably identify song with joy and hope, but 
there are songs of sorrow and despair, as well. 
There is a song for every spirit and every 
mood, for songs bear the record of experience, 
whether bitter or sweet, disappointing or satis- 
fying. - 

With this general idea and estimate of song, 
we want to find what kind of a song a man 
sings who possesses the highest happiness and 
joy, that which is genuine and abiding. 

A great king once wrote a song that has 
lived through the centuries. This king was 
David, king of Israel, whose long reign was 
one of strength and splendor. His is a song 
of joy. He had much to make a man happy. 
He was the greatest king of his day. He had 
great wealth, great armies, a beautiful palace; 


eee until the mighty end is gained. "4 

Here, then, are some of the secrets of thi) 
blessed life—the sensitive union with God an 
a clean and self-sacrificing fellowship witt|) 
man. With conversation sanctified, and com 
duct purified, and in our daily life the veri) 
ministry of the Cross, and above all, holdin) 
high and ceaseless fellowship with the Kings 
we shall know the preciousness and the glor, c 
ot the blessed life. 


he had everything that is great in the eyes 0} 
the world and that the world calculates willl) 
bring happiness. But when he came to write(/ 
his song of joy, he did not say, “Happy is theq) 
man that has a beautiful palace.” He did not) 
say, “Happy is the man that hath great armies.”"}} 
“Happy is the man that has his millions.” Hes 
said: “Happy is the man whose transgression! 
is forgiven.” This great king had been a great} 
sinner. God had forgiven his sin. That for- 
giveness was the source of his real happiness: 
and joy. So he sings in the thirty-second 
Psalm: “Blessed is he whose transgression is) 
forgiven.” 

IlI. This is the song of the happy. In this} 
we find the secret of true song—it is the for-- 
given spirit. It is an experience, not with the; 
world, but with God. The heart that is right 
with God can sing with the spirit that is un-— 
known to him who is a stranger to grace. Real | 
song is divine. It is the spark that rises from 
the fire kindled in the soul by the Divine Spirit. 
It is the outflowing of the inner life in which 
there has been wrought a work of grace, the 
gift of God. Those men and women who com- 
posed our beautiful, sacred hymns lived in fel- 
lowship with God and shared the happiness 
that is Heaven’s blessing to all who will re- 
ceive it. They wrote and sang in the freedom 
and joy of those who have the witness of God’s 
Spirit with their spirits that they are his chil- 
dren, forgiven and saved. 

People may sing because they have riches 
and the things that money will buy, or because 
they have attained position, fame, influence, 
and greatness among the great of the earth; 
and these things may bring a kind of happi- 
ness, but it is temporary and superficial, and 
their song has a note of shallowness and dis- 
appointment. If they have only the happiness 
that the world gives with its riches and honor 
they cannot sing the song that has the note o? 
depth and satisfaction as it rises from a soul 
that has come into the communion and fellow- 
ship of God. Something vital is lacking if 
transgression is unforgiven. King David was 
happier than those who are merely rich and 
famous, and he sang: “Blessed is the man 
whose transgression is forgiven.” The song of 
the truly happy is a song of forgiving grace. 

IV. All are transgressors, in that “all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.’ 
Sin robs men of happiness, giving in its stead 
sorrow, misery and death. Transgression of 
God’s law decrees death. Can that one whose 
transgression is unforgiven be happy when his 

(Continued on page 1184) 
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House is all glassed in. 
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The Watch House: 


Children’s Sermon 


REY. ELLERY CARROLL CLAPP, New York, N. Y. 


A friend has just sent a post card bearing a 
picture which teaches as well as shows us 
something. And this is the picture; a high 
hill on which little or no brush and no trees 
are allowed to grow and on its very peak a 
two-story glass house surmounted by a pole 
which, in turn, is topped by a strutting chanti- 
eleer. Mr. Rooster’s tints suggest that he is 


gilded to reflect the sun and I seem to see him 


flirting head and tail about in furtive efforts to 
face the flekle winds. 


Now we will read the legend beneath this 
striking picture, ‘“Melferika Watch House; In- 
dian Summit,’ and here are the lessons it 
teaches: 


I. First, because the Watch House is open to 
the light in every direction it is like my own 
soul which is, or ought to be, open to the light 
of truth, knowledge, goodness, no matter where 
it shines from; therefore receptiveness is the 
first lesson. 


If. Second, exclusiveness is taught by this 
picture, for you will recall that the Watch 
The glass keeps out 
the wind and rain so that the faithful watcher 


who is ever on the lookout for dangerous forest 
fires may not become numbed with the cold 
nor sickened with the wet. This reminds me 
that my Watch House is “Conscience,” which 
will keep me morally clean, dry and healthy 
if I don’t break the glass, and let in damaging 
influences. 


Ill. Thirdly, vigilance comes to me as the 
most important lesson, for without this, of 
what use would be all this snug, warm watch 
tower? Of what use its telephone and other 
devices, if the watchman sleepeth? A fire of 
the most destructive proportions might rage 
within a few miles and no one know unless the 
watcher were honoring his post and watching. 
Think what a disgrace it would be to a watcher 
whose negligence permitted the loss of mil- 
lions of dollars in money and possibly some 
one’s life! All honor to those patient souls 
who live in these isolated places and are faith- 
ful. They save us untold anxiety. 


Likewise let us honor every boy and girl 
whose life is protected by a conscience and 
who is all ready to respond to its behest with 
vigilance. These shall be blessed in their 
deed. 


The Widow’s Mite 
REY. J. KEIR FRASER, D. D., Galt, Canada 


Text: “And Jesus sat over against the treas- 


-ury and beheld how the people cast money,” 


etc. Mark 12:41-44. 

I remember very well that in the church 
which I attended as a boy there stood just in- 
side the vestibule a chest where the worship- 


ers were supposed to deposit their offerings for 


the day. 


Canadian Presbyterian churches. 


day. 


This was the usual method for col- 
lecting the Sunday offerings in those days in 
And this 
seems to have been the method in our Lord’s 
In the court of the Temple stood the 


-money chest—‘‘And Jesus sat over against the 


treasury and beheld how people cast money 
into the treasury.” 


This old custom must have afforded a splen- 


_did opportunity for a study of human nature. 


The cynic would find a congenial place there; 
and so would the humorist. They would watch 


‘the vain man ostentatiously casting in his shin- 


ing coin; and they would note otbers fumbling 
in their pockets to feel the smallest possible 


coin, disappointed perhaps because they could 


not find one small enough. 


But the sympa- 
thetic observer would see much that was com- 
forting and reassuring. He would not be stand- 
ing there long before he would.be convinced 


that with, at least, a few people religion was a 


very real thing. He would see the poor and 
unpretentious person putting in his offering— 
a very small one, perhaps, but at least given 
cheerfully and from the heart. Such an ob- 
server was Jesus. His eye was trained to de- 
tect the humble, the obscure, the neglected; 


and so it was on this day, as he sat over against 


cent—into the chest. 


I. Now in connection with this beautiful 
incident of the Widow’s Mite, I want to say in 
the first place that Jesus here shows himself to 
be a just and a sympathetic judge. Christ’s 
judgment in this particular case is a judgment 
from God’s point of view. Note that Jesus is 
not belittling the money value of the rich 
man’s gift here—that has its value and Jesus 
knew it and recognized it. What Jesus is do- 
ing here is valuing the givers. He is estimat- 
ing the gift in the light of the giver, and not the 
giver in the light of the gift. This poor widow 
had put a farthing into the treasury. How in- 
significant it must have seemed beside the 
other big shining coins; and for this reason 
how startling are the words of Jesus, “Of a 
truth I say unto you that she hath put in more 
than all they together.” To men accustomed 
to value money by its purchasing power in the 
market these words must have seemed para- 
doxical. There are not many men who have 
much poetry in them when they are dealing 
with money. Indeed it is not easy for any of 
us—even the best of us—to rise to Christ’s 
point of view. Have you done this? If a rich 
man gives me a thousand dollars for some 
cause and a poor man gives me twenty-five 
cents, it is human nature for me to pay more 
deterence to the rich man than to the poor 
man, although the latter’s twenty-five cents 
may have meant far more to him than the 
thousand dollars meant to the rich man. Some- 
how there is a glamour about money that 
mystifies almost everybody. Even in the 
church the standard of money value is some- 


* the treasury, he marked this poor, pale, anemic, 
® shabbily-dressed, ill-fed widow as she came in 
and slipped her farthing—her quarter of a 
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times applied. 
II. Now there are two things that I want to 


say about Christ’s judgment concerning the 
widow’s mite. 

l. ‘The first is this service must be measur- 
~ ed in the Lght oc opportunity, according to 
Christ. The measure o: the widow’s gitt was 
not what she gave but what she would lave 
given if she had had the opportun.y. in 
quantity her gift was nothing, in quality it was 
everything—everything because it was above 
the measure of her opportunity. The rich men 
had infinitely more than this woman’s oppor- 
tunity, but they had infinitely less than her 
heart; hence their gift, large in quantity, was 
small in quality. This poor widow had the 
heart, and instead of one farthing she would 
have given a thousand farthings if she had had 
the opportunity. It was because Jesus knew 
this that he said: “Of a truth I say unto you 
that she hath cast in more than they all.” 

Let us apply this lesson to ourselves. What 
is our opportunity? This is the question that 
goes to the root of all our service and all our 
giving. The question is not how much have we 
done or how little have we done. This is only 
playing on the surface. The question is what 
has our opportunity been, and what have we 
done and what have we given in proportion to 
that opportunity? 

If I did not believe that God is going to 
judge us in the light of our opportunities life 
would be to me an appalling mystery and I 
would become a cynic. As we look around us 
we see that in the way of opportunity some 
men have five talents, some two, some only 
one, and some none at all. This would dis- 
courage us, it would break our hearts, if we 
did not realize that God does not expect the 
impossible, and that his principle of judging 
his children is: “To whom much is given, of 
them is much required; and to whom little is 
given, of them is little required.” It is this 
that gives heart to the humble and the poor. 
It prevents them from envying those who have 
many talents, and it also prevents them from 
wrapping their own single talent in a napkin. 
It makes them willing to do what they can. 
They know that God can measure the desires 
which they cannot realize because their pov- 
erty hinders, or their health, or some outward 
circumstance. 

Christ looked at the widow’s mite. To him 
it had infinite value because it came from a 
loving heart. And as it lay there—an insignifi- 
cant thing among the rich men’s gifts—it glis- 
tened with luster ‘at outshone them all. 

2. There is one other thing I want is say 
about Christ’s judgment here and that is this: 
It teaches us that our giving does not become 
Christian giving until it goes to the extent of 
sacrifice. 

There was blood on that widow’s mite. It 
represented sacrifice. It was given out of her 
poverty—it was her all. The rich men’s offer- 
ings were given out of their abundance. They 
had not denied themselves a single luxury in 
order to give their gift. In all probability this 
poor woman had denied herself the very neces- 
saries of life. Her gift meant sacrifice, and 
that is why it loomed so large in Jesus’ eyes. 

Iam afraid that even in the church it is only 
imperfectly realized that real giving to God 
doesn’t begin until sacrifice begins. How many 
of us realize this? And yet it is a fact. That 
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‘ing heart under the small opportunity. 


which costs you nothing is not a Christian o 
fering. You say you should give to God on] 
what you can spare from yourself. But 4 
if this self of yours is a selfish, pampered sel 
Then these sparings which you give to God al 
only 4 sort oi devil’s_ leavings. 

If anything is very dear vo you in this wor? 
don’t you find it a joy to deny yourself for iil 
And if you do not find it a joy to deny yours 
many things for God and his Church, then th 
only proves that God and his Church cannot t 
very dear to you, and that your religion 
largely a name and not a reality. 

There are mites enough given into God 
treasury today, only they are not all wido 
mites. ‘“We will give our mite,” we say; a 
we give it with a certain self-complacenc 
thinking we are taking spiritual rank with tl 
widow, while the only likeness between ov 
mite and hers is in the smallness of its mone 
value. We would probably have to multip) 
our mite twenty times—aye, a hundred times- 
before it would be worthy to lay beside tk 
mite which came from that poor woman: 
heart. 

This story rebukes some of us. It encoui 
ages others. And I have no doubt that the 
are some who need encouragement. You hay 
the heart and the will, but you lack the oy 
portunity. This is your grief. But comfo) 
yourselves. In God’s sight what the wort 
calls small is often great. God sees the wil 


Love Expressed in the Communion (732 

Dr. Dale, when in Australia, speaking on on 
o¢casion of the relation of a pastor to his cor 
gregation, and pleading for a freer reciprocit 
of feeling between them, said that he often fe 
inclined to say to his own people, “If you lov 
me, tell me so.” This speech reached Englan 
sooner than the speaker, and some mont 
later, at the congregational ‘““‘Welcome Home 
almost the first object that met his eyes was 
large scroll and these words, “We love yov 
and we tell you so.” By observing the Lord 
Supper we tell Christ that we love him. 


THE LEGAL MIND | 

The lawyer was cross-examining a witnes 
to a robbery. 

“When did the 
asked. 

“T think——” began the witness. 

“We don’t care what you think, sir. 
to know what you know.” 

“Then if you don’t want to know what | 
think, I may as well leave the stand. I can 
talk without thinking. I’m not a lawyer.” 


robbery take place?” 


| 


We wa 


(Continued from page 1182) 
soul rests under the sentence of death? “Car 
that one sing the song of life whose soul i 
“dead in trespasses and sins’? Both are in 
possible. But Jesus restores joy to the sou 
through his forgiving power. Genuine ea 
piness abides only in the forgiven soul. 

Are we really happy? Do we share the jo 
that is genuine and abiding? If so, it is t 
joy of the salvation of Christ, and our song j 
one of redeeming love and power. We wii 
Sing with spirit and understanding the praise 
of him who has power to forgive sins. 


] 


ae NEWS 

Advertising columns of daily newspapers are 
to be, used for general church advertising as 
well as for evangelistic purposes, it was an- 
nounced today by officials of the Protestant 
church, 

This action was decided upon, it was said, at 
two important conferences, and the publicity 
department of the church has been instructed to 
add a competent advertising writer to its staff. 
—Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

* * * 

When the records of the Connecticut Home 
Egg-Laying Contest were tabulated to deter- 
mine what poultryman had been most success- 
ful in getting hens to lay eggs during 1920, lo, 


-a preacher’s name led.all the rest. 


_ hopes to have 200 white Yyandotte pullets. 
* parishioners are proud of the preacher who beat 


country. 


Eight white Wyandotte pullets belonging to 
Rev. Marshall Dawson of Storrs laid an average 
of 220.4 eggs from November, 1919, to November, 
1920. That was 11.9 eggs a hen more than the 
next highest flock of the 153 that finished the 
contest. It was very near to the highest aver- 
ages made in the various international contests 
instituted to establish world records. 

This year Mr. Dawson expects to clear from 
$1,000 to $1,500 from his flock. He hasn’t reach- 
ed that point yet, though for a few months his 
net profits have been $90 a month. His total 
flock now numbers 1388 birds. Next year he 
His 


the State with a flock of hens. There seems, 
too, to be a new ‘“‘pep’”’ to the sermons—at least 
the college students think so. Mr. Dawson’s 
theories may not work on’ other ministers and 
other rural communities, but they have worked 
on Dawson and they have worked on Storrs.— 
The Christian Herald.’ - 

The recent riot in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the re- 
ported activities of the Ku Klux Klan, and the 
disclosures concerning Negro peonage have led 
to a new Commission on Negro Churches and 
Race Relations by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. The purpose of 
this action is to consolidate the influence of the 
Churches in bringing about better relations be- 
tween the white and the colored races in this 


%* * * 


The new president of Northwestern Univer- 
sity, Dr. Walter Scott, had two pigs given him 
-while he was in school. He accepted the two 
little squealers gratefully, and fed the two or- 
phans with a nursing bottle until they were old 
enough to eat corn. They grew into fat hogs, 
which the boy traded for a calf. He fattened 
the calf till it became a heifer and then swap- 
ped it for a well-bred colt. He trained the colt 
to be a fine buggy horse, sold her for $175, went 


~to his mother with the money in his pocket and 


told her he was. going to attempt a college edu- 
eation. He bought a ticket for Northwestern 
University, where he has been most of the time 
since, working his way up from student to 
president.—Baptist and Reflector. 
* * * ¥ 
It is a striking fact in American university 
life that the agricultural college faculties take 
an interest in the church to a greater degree 
than any other faculty in the university circle. 
—Christian Century. | F 


{It will interest Americans—and _ especially 
those who are taking the adoption of the 
eighteenth amendment grouchily—to know that 
the people in the South American republics are 
falling in line behind the prohibition banner in 
a most astonishing fashion. It does not seem 
possible that “over the whole of that continent, 
from Cape Horn to Panama, there is scarcely a 
nation where the liquor question is not to the 
fore,” says a writer in the New York Times. 
President Alessandri of Chile “has had the vines 
uprooted in the great inherited vineyards which 
ranked among the finest in South America, and 
his vast holdings have been turned into wheat 
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fields.” Besides, he is.supporting a law which 
provides for the annual twenty per cent reduc- 
tion in the wine production of the country, 
which means, if the law goes through, that legal 
wine-making will cease after five years. Uru- 
guay’s President invited the World Congress on 
Alcohol to meet in Montevideo this year, and 
last year the government sent two delegates to 
the congress. In Argentine there is a measure 
pending concerning wine-making similar to that 
of Chile, and in Paraguay there is an act before 
the congress like unto our own Volstead law. 
The writer who furnishes this interesting in- 
formation says that “it is a matter of economic 
urge.” The South American is troubled at the 
utter wastefulness of the liquor habit and busi- 
ness, and “conservative observers believe that 
the next few years will see distilled liquors un- 
der the ban in the greater part of the South 
American continent.’ President Alessandri of 
Chile, who fought his campaign upon the prohi- 
bition issue, and won, made this remark to a 
gathering in Santiago a few weeks ago: “I am 
well aware that great vested interests and vast 
amounts of money are involved in this question 
of prohibition, but when it comes to the vital 
good of the state, I know just what to do.” His 
proposed law will not only limit and ultimately 
destroy the wine-making industry, but it will 
also spread dry zones around mining and other 
industrial centers and provide for scientific in- 
struction in temperance in the schools. He has 


-just begun his five year term and the cause of- 


temperance and prohibition is likely to make 
marked advancement in that period under his 
direction and support.—Christian Advocate. 

* * * 


Chao Fa Maha Vajiravudh, king of Siam, ac- 
cording to royal announcement, is to marry the 
Princess Valabeha Devi, daughter of Prince 
Naradhip. She is a graduate of the Presbyterian 
School at Bangkok, and a firm believer in the 
Christian faith. The king is well educated, and 
sympathetic with the Christian work going on 
in his kingdom.—Zion’s Herald. 


Evidence against movie men from an author- 
ity that knows them. professionally appears in 
a recent issue of one of the big theatrical 
magazines—The Billboard. The remarks of this 
theatrical organ are fiercer than even the church 
press has indulged. The Billboard is greatly 
disgusted at the moving picture censorship 
which has been established in New York state 
but declares that the industry brought the mis- 
fortune on itself. The magazine says: 

“The guilty ones should be pilloried. Primar- 
ily the producers are responsible. The fact that 
a few never made a filthy film is beside the 
mark. The National Association of the Motion 
Pictures industry failed utterly to curb the lew- 
dists. It made no effort to police its member- 
ship. It is doubtful if it ever addressed even a 
letter of mild admonishment to a flagrant offen- 
der. The screen was deliberately smeared and 
daubed with dirt for the money there was in it. 
Why contend otherwise? Looking back over 
the thousands of suggestive, obnoxious and un- 
clean pictures, it is not to be wondered at that 
the authorities stepped in to purge the film in- 
dustry of its malodorous products.”—The Con- 
tinent. 

* * * 

It is to be expected that China will have a 
different way of dealing with the labor prob- 
lem from ours. The remarks of Dr. John C. 
Ferguson at Boston University Commencement 
will therefore occasion little surprise, when he 
told of the existence of guilds or unions that 
are centuries old, some for the workers in trade 
after trade, and others that include employers, 
capitalists or bankers. These unions have their 
own guild houses and there they meet for dis~ 
cussion. No paid organizers or walking dele- 
gates disturb the placidity of the community. 
If differences arise between a guild of employ- 
ers and a guild of workers the matter is re- 
ferred to an unpaid committee of men who are 
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actually engaged in industry. Not only has 
this plan worked well to prevent prolonged 
disputes, but trouble and unfair competition 1s 
prevented among capitalists themselves. because 
they must disclose their methods in their own 
guilds. Doubtless American industrial engineers 
would hesitate to believe that anything good in 
industrial methods can come out of the Far 
East, but every experiment that the world offers 
in these days is worthy of consideration. There 
is a fund of hoary wisdom in far Cathay.— 
Congregationalist. 


Wir gokse EN e 


There is nothing better for a man than to 
have a clear-cut set of intelligent convictions 
and to hold to them with uncompromising loy- 
alty. It. may be inconvenient for him and for 
others at certain times but it is the only way 
of salvation.—Christian Evangelist. 

* * * 


It is said that 4 of every 100 city boys have 
super privileges and advantages, 30 have nor- 
mal advantages, while 66 are underprivileged; 
that_is, 66 boys out of every 100 have a sub- 
normal chance. 

The underprivileged boy has the street, the 
alley and the vacant lot as his playground. The 
poolroom is his clubhouse. The “gang” is con- 
stantly inviting him. 

Obviously, remove this criminal-breeding at- 
mosphere—put the boy in a clean, constructive 
environment—and a potential criminal often 
can be made into an industrious, law-abiding 
citizen. 

This thought occurred to the Chicago busi- 
ness men. They went into one of the worst 
wards of Chicago and started a Boys’ Club. This 
club has no age limit. Its slogan is: “If a boy 
is old enough to be out on the streets, he is old 
enough to be in our club.” 


The club, officered by shrewd psychologists, 
diverts its boy members’ attention to healthy 
recreation. 


In one year of operation juvenile delinguency 
has decreased 72 ner cent. in that ward, due to 
the Boys’ Club.—The Lookout. 


The: Jewish World, a Yiddish daily, recently 
had the following headline on its front page: 
“Wwifteen Jewish Girls Apostates.” It is really 
impossible to render in ordinary English the 
meaning it carries to the Jewish reader in the 
original Yiddish. This headline is followed by 
two columns of space, the gist of which follows: 


Fifteen Jewish girls, thirteen shopgirls and 
two high school girls, became Christians and 
formed a Hebrew Christian Circle. The names 
of the girls are withheld for obvious reasons. 
(Publication of their names would mean dis- 
grace to their families.) The sensational dis- 
covery was made when one of the high school 
girls began to preach Christianity to some of 
her friends at the school and it came-to the ear 
of the teacher, who was a Jewess. One can im- 
agine the shock to that loyal daughter of Israel. 
The girl, according to the graphic account, was 
immediately called before the teacher, and after 
severe questioning, the above described calamity 
was uncovered. : 


A most serious situation indeed! The non- 
Jewish reader may fail to see it. but not so with 
our Jewish leaders. That the Synagogue is los- 
ing thousands of its young people through a 
godless radicalism and infidelity, seems no cause 
for alarm; but that Christianity should claim 
fifteen young people is a clear warning that 
.Judaism must bestir itself. Three mass meet- 
ings were held during the week in different 
sections of the city and presided over by such 
prominent men as Dr..Cyrus Adler and Enhraim 
Lederer. A new organization is to spring up 
with the purpose of winning back the Jewish 
youth to Judaism. It is a great purpose, and if 
they start with the irreligious thousands who 
are drifting away from every form of religion 
we wish them success. But if it is to be an 
anti-Christian movement, it will fail, as it 
always failed. —The Lutheran. 

* * * 


_ This vear the largest class of new ministers 
in the history of the Missouri Synod of Luth- 
erans was graduated from the seminaries of 
the denomination located at St. Louis and at 
have been assigned to charges. 


“Made for men who think for themselves” i 
the way one cigarette is advertised. Somewha 
fetching, isn’t it? Tobacco advertisers strive ta 
cast an air of intellectuality about their busi- 
ness. They have a penchant for naming cigars 
after great literary characters. Not long aga 
we observed a cigar advertised as the “Roose-~ 
velt.” We called the attention of Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr., to the fact, receiving in reply his 
grateful acknowledgment, and in a brief ume 
that cigar ceased its advertising. There is about 
as much connection between brains and cigar- 
ettes as there is between a nightingale and 
screech owl.—Northwestern Christian Advocate, 


are madc in so great a 
variety of styles and 
prices that there is 
one to suit every occa- 
sion and cvery purse 


ft all booksellers 
or from tiie publishers 


Oxford University Press 
American Branch 
35 West 32nd Street New York 
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-OUR CATALOGUES 
NEW AND STANDARD RELIGIOUS BOOKS 
Books, Tracts, Foreign Publications, Hymnals and 
Periodicals. Sunday School and Church Supplies, 
1921. Sent free on request. 
The Presbyterian Board of Publication 


(The Westminster Press) Philadelphia and 
Depositories 


The World’s Christian Hndeavor Convention 


held in 1911 at Atlantic 


City adopted as a 
slogan, 


“A Saloonless Nation by 1920.” ‘The 
(Continued on Page 1207) 


1186 


_ Heeletfeleiettolleltoiiototuletaleteioioietetenat 


THE MID-WEEK SERVICE 
Trust 
The camel at the close of the day, 
Kneels down upon the sandy plain 
To have his burden lifted off, 
And rest again 


Thou too, O traveler, to thy knee 

When daylight draweth to a close, 

‘And let the Master lift the load 
And grant repose. 


Else how could’st thou tomorrow meet 

With all tomorrow’s work to do, 

If thou the burden all the night 
Dost carry through? 


The camel kneels at break of day 
To have his guide replace the load, 
Then rises up anew to take 

The desert road. 


So, pilgrim, kneel at morning’s dawn, 
That God may give thee daily care, 
Assured that He no load too great 
Will make thee bear. 
* * * 


General Topic for the Month: Four Hebrew Songs 
I. FOUR HEBREW SONGS 
SONG OF MOSES AND MIRIAM a 
Exodus 15:1-18 
Expository Notes 

After the host of Israelites had crossed the 
Red Sea, having been delivered from the pur- 
suing army‘ of the Egyptians, who were over- 
whelmed by the returning waves of the Sea, 
they delayed advance until they offered thanks- 
giving to Jehovah for their wonderful deliver- 
ance. 

They are now in the Sinaitic Peninsula, on the 
eastern shore of the “Sea of Sedge’’, the shallow 
northern end of the Gulf of Stez. Moses leads 
the men of the great assembly in singing de- 
tailed praises. to Jehovah for his wondrous 
power exerted in their favor, while Miriam leads 
in response the women, who with clang of 
timbrels and slow, graceful, rhymthic move- 
ments of body, sing the responsive chorus. 
There are several of these songs scattered along 
the Old Testament story. Dr. M. S. Terry says 
of these: “Thus the divine truth which was to 
be translated by Israel to all ages was not only 
fastened upon their understanding, reason and 
conscience, but was interwoven with emotion, 
passion and imagination.” 

‘The first verse of this song is the theme and 
a prelude and a chorus sung by the women. 
The “horse and rider’ is rather “the horse and 
his charioteer”’, for Pharaoh's army was not a 
modern squadron of cavalry but a mass of 
chariots drawn by horses. ; } 

There would seem to be five strophes in this 
ode, 1-5, 6-8, 9-10, 11-12, 13-18, and each one, 
except the last, ends with a reference to the 
recent destruction of their enemies. This mag- 
nificent ode is a more effective, more enduring 
memorial of deliverance and victory than lofty 
sculptured pillar or imposing triumphal arch 
could possibly be. It not only exalts Jehovah’s 
power but his special favor to Israel. The word 
“my” is four times in the second verse. 

The first stanza, 2-5, calmly states the thought 
of the ode, Jehovah’s power and his great deed, 
all told in the third person. Then the bard’s 
spirit rises, his ardor increases, his words grow 
more eager and fervid, and the rest of the ode 
is addressed directly to Jehovah. x 

The second stanza, 6-8, is an exultant cry of 
praise to Jehovah, and a recognition of the tact 
that their deliverance was entirely due to 
Jehovah. There is no suggestion of any honor 
to a national hero in the whole poem, all is 
done by “thy right hand, O Jehovah.” Verses 
9-10 give the foe’s ambitious plans and the 
result; 11-12 compare Jehovah with the gods of 
Egypt. The first clause of verse 10 was the 
motto inscribed upon the medal cast by Queen 
Blizabeth to celebrate the destruction of the 


Spanish Armada. 
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_ In these four strophes the might of Jehovah 
is shown by his overthrow of Pharaoh’s army, 
by his control of the waves of the sea and the 
east wind, by his baffling the plans* of the 
enemy, and by contrast with the powerlessness 
of the gods of Egypt. In verse 12 “the earth” 
refers to the quicksands of the bottom of the 
sea into which the chariots sank, making im- 
possible any escape from the oncoming waves. 

In the first twelve verses the poet is looking 
backward over the great display of Jehovah's 
power in their behalf. Israel is yet thrilled by 
the surprise and the greatness of their deliver- 
ance from both men and nature. Still under the 
glow of this emotion, the band turns to the 
future, verses 13-18, and with triumphant confi- 
dence faces the perils before them. He thinks 
of the warlike nations which will oppose them, 
of Philistia and Edom, of Moab and Canzan, but. 
he no longer fears them. Nay, he farther as- 
serts that these nations are fearing the Israel- 
ites and trembling at the rumor of their ap- 
proach. So sure is he that Jehovah will con- 
tinue his protecting care of his “chosen people”, 
so sure is his confidence in the final result, that 
verses 138-16, are in the past tense, as if the 
conquest had already been accomplished. Twice 
the ownership of Israel by Jehovah is referred 
to; v. 138, “the people thou hast redeemed”; 
v. 16, “the people thou hast purchased.’ Je- 
hovah had redeemed them from Egyptian slav- 
ery; he had delivered them from a pursuing 
army; he had enabled them to escape engulfing 
waves; now they were his! 

Verse 17 drops back into the actualities of 
the present, and uses the future tense of what 
the Lord will do for Israel. 

This tone of joyous confidence in the final 
outcome is one much needed in our own day. 
The central idea of the song is the exaltation 
of Jehovah over all the false gods of the time. 
If we bring that down to our age, it indicates 
the final triumph of right over wrong. The last 
echo of this song is found in the last book of 
the Bible, Rev. 15:3-4, when the heavenly choir 
celebrates the victory of the saints by singing 
the “song of Moses the servant of God and the 
song of the Lamb.” This exalts the glory and 
power, the justice and holiness of the Lord, and 
asserts his final triumph over the nations of the 
earth. 

* * * 

Il. FOUR HEBREW SONGS: 
THE SONG OF DEBORAH 
Judges 5:1-31 
Expository Netes 


Dr. Alexander Gordon says that “for force and 
fire this is one of the noblest battle-odes in 
human speech.’’ The story is told in prose in 
chapter four. The Canaanites of the northwest 
had been oppressing the Israelites bitterly for 
years. Deborah calls upon Barak to lead the 
men of Naphtali and of Zebulon against Sisera, 
the Canaanite general. He is victorious in the 
battle which follows and Sisera is slain by Jael, 
to whose tent he had fled for refuge. 

These events are rehearsed in the song of 
victory which follows. Such songs were usually 
the concern of the women, who met the vic- 
torious warriors with songs and timbrels, cele- 
brating the overthrow of the enemy. 

The whole story is told in Deborah’s glowing 
phrases. the distress and anarchy in Israel, the 
gathering of the tribes who were asked to aid 
Barak, the coming of Jehovah to their help, the 
shameful, cowardly indifference of certain 
tribes, the startling ending of the fight, the 
disgraceful death of the Canaanite chieftain, 
the glimpse of his eager women, waiting for 
his return, and then the exultant shout of 
triumph closing the ode. 

Looking at this song in detail we discover 
that part of the text is corrupt and the mean- 
ing sometimes obscure. Dr. Alexander Gordon 
discards v. 2 as a misplaced variant of v. 9, 
saying that v. 3 seems to be the opening of the 
ode. Deborah calls upon the neighboring kings 
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and princes to hear her song of praise to Je- 
hovah. There were then no kings in Israel. 
Notwithstanding the heroic bravery Awe the 
Hebrew warriors she promptly ascribes the 
victory chiefly to the aid of Jehovah. : 

A tradition given by Josephus agrees with 
vs. 4-5 that Jehovah’s aid was manifested in the 
form of a severe thunderstorm, which turned 
the level plain into a morass into which the 
horses and chariots sank and the river Kishoen 
into a raging torrent which drowned many of 
the warriors. The references to Seir and Edom 
indicate that the storm came from the south, 
and the poet thinks of Jehovah as having 
dwelt in the southern desert and mountains 
ever since the days of Moses and Sinai. 

Like a later psalmist, Deborah pictures Je- 
hovah as making the clouds his chariot and 
walking upon the wings of the winds, coming to 
the aid of his people. 

Verses 6-8 tell of the present distressful con- 
ditions; travel was perilous, the few who must 
journey from place to place stole through secret 
bypaths; there was no Israelite government: 
the people worshipped the gods of their Can- 
aanite neighbors. The text of the next clause is 
corrupt, and is variously rendered, “‘There was 
war in the gates’, or “Bread failed in the 
gates.” The last is Dr. Gordon’s rendering and 
would seem to fit better with the next two lines, 
which imply that not a man of all the thous- 
ands of Israel dared even show a weapon of 


any kind. 

10-11 cali upon rich and poor in 
future days of peace to tell over the story of 
Jehovah’s wonderful deeds of help to his people. 

Werses 12-18 are a roll-call of tribes, holding 
up one group to deathless honor for their heroic 
courage, and exposing the others to everlasting 
shame and contempt for their selfish indifference 
and cowardice. 

Ephraim and Benjamin, Manasseh (Machir) 
and Issacher, Zebulon and Naphtali hazarded 
their lives to answer the call of Deborah and 
Barak. A noble band who have had followers 
on many a well-fought field during the centuries 
between then and now. 

But Reuben! Along the banks of the streams 
on the east of the Jordan, the men talked, and 
talked, and did nothing! They stayed around 
their sheepfolds and led their flocks in and out 
to pasture, regardless of the trials of their 
brethren west of the Jordan. 
neighbors, the men of Gad (Gilead). 
the Mediterranean coast, the same part was 
“played by Dan and Asher. They went on with 
their trading along the coast, and sent out their 
fishing boats as usual. If Zebulon and Naphtali 
were fighting for their lives on the plain of 
Esdraelon, what was that to them? 

And so their selfish ease and indifference have 
pilloried this group for the scorn of the centur- 
ies, even as the others earned undying fame for 
heroic unselfishness. 

Verses 19-22 are a flashlight picture of the 
battle. The Canaanite kings came and fought, 
but they took no gain of money! So our 
American newspapers said a year or two ago, 
“After all, the kaiser took no loot nor indemnity 
from New York.” 

_Verse 20 may refer to the storm, whose light- 
nings seemed like darting stars aiding the 
Israelites. It may also suggest that all the 


forces of the universe are arrayed on the side 
of the right. 


It Is generally thought that @verse 22 should 
come before verse 21, the struggle before the 
result. In this verse we see the frenzied plung- 
ing of the steeds, vainly endeavoring to extri- 
cate themselves and the chariots from the mire 


into which they were sinking. Then the flooded 
river overwhelmed them. 


In verse 23 we see the instinctive feeling of 
mankind toward the individual whom in these 
days we call “the slacker.” In verses 24-27 
Deborah shows the extreme opposite type, the 
daring deed of one lone woman who perils her 
own life to destroy the leader of the enemy. 
Jael’s deed must be judged by the standards 
of war times and also of an ancient age. 

The poet turns abruptly to the home of 
Sisera and pictures his mother watching 
anxiously for his return. His mother, not his 
wife. This shows the rank of the two women. 
Wedded love, as known in Christian homes, 


Over on 


‘the Lord was compensating her for the lack of 


And _so did their . 


exists not in the oriental harem. The others, 
encourage the anxious watcher by suggesting 
that so complete has been his victory that her 
son’s return is delayed by the great amount of 
spoil to be divided among the warriors. “They | 
are now dividing the spoil.” The verb denotes 
incomplete, continued action. Young maidens 
and rich garments were the most highly prized 
spoil. : a A 

This stanza is wonderful in its vividness and 
suggestiveness, and in its pathos as well. There 
is no cruel gloating over the mother’s’ sorrow— 
the poet was herself a woman. It is with a 
pang of pity that we leave the pale face at the 
lattice, wearily watching for one who will never 
come. The ode ends with a glad, though re= 
strained, shout of triumph over Jehovah's vic- 
tory. 

* * = 
Ill. FOUR HEBREW SONGS: 
THE SONG OF HANNAH 
I Samuel 2:1-10 
Expository Notes 2 

A certain man of Ephraim had two wives, a 
situation not conducive to domestic tranquility. 
The favorite one was childless, which brought 
upon her the taunts of her rival, who thought 


her husband’s love. But at last Hannah’s earn- 
est prayer to Jehovah was answered by the 
gift of a son, whom Hannah dedicated to the 
service of the Lord. 

Then she expresses the gratitude of her heart 
in a wonderful song of praise to Jehovah. Dr. 
Terry notes that the sacred poetry of the He- 
brews was not egotistical. Hannah starts from 
her own experience but quickly passes to see 
in it a law of Jehovah’s dealings with mankind. 
She sees that pride and arrogance are doomed 
to be rebuked, that lowly, oppressed souls will 
in time be relieved and vindicated. She con- 
cludes that the queer ups-and-downs of life are 
really the judgments of God. 

This is her line of thought: Jehovah has de-. 
livered me; he is the theme of my song. None 
is so holy, none so strong as he. Be silent, ye 
arrogant boasters, for God knows you and will 
judge you. The strange vicissitudes-of human 
life are under the control of Jehovah. He 
guards his followers and destroys the wicked. 
He will finally shatter his foes, judge the world, 
and establish his anointed king. 

Noting some special phrases: “My horn is 
exalted.” The word “horn” stands for power 
or strength. The metaphor comes from wild 
oxen who toss their heads in exuberance of 
strength and vigor. “My mouth is enlarged.’ 
Opened wide. Hannah had been compelled to 
remain silent under the taunts of her rival, now 
she can talk. God has vindicated her by giving 
her a son. The same thought appears in verse 3. 
Now she thinks of the many others who have 
passed through her experience. The world is 
full of such changes and contrasts. 

First, she thinks of soldiers—‘‘Sennacherib’s 
great army was destroyed; Gideon’s little band 
won a great victory.’ The well-to-do, well- 
fed individual now works for bread, and the 
hungry are hungry no more. The once barren 
woman now has children round her knee, an@g@ 
the mother of a largé family has lost her 
children. And, all this is by the power of Je- 
hovah. Life and death, poverty and riches are 
in his hand. Verse 8 treats of the rise of men 
from obscurity to power. History is full of 
such instances. Constantine was said to have 
been the son of the daughter of an innkeeper: 
Cardinal Wolsey was the son of a—butcher: 
Napoleon was the son of an obscure lawyer of 
Corsica; Luther was the son of a miner: Lincoln 
came from the log cabin of a pioneer farmer. 

In verse 9 we see that, although so powerful, 
Jehovah will stoop to guard and vindicate his 
followers. The first part of verse 10 states the 
futility of opposing the rule of the Lord. 
Against foes he will “thunder in heaven.” The 
Hebrews called thunder the voice of Jehovah, 
see psalm 29. Figuratively, this may refer to 
the Lord’s control of the forces of the universe. 
Literally. the hailstorm of Bethoron, Josh. 10:11. 
was paralleled, Genturies after, by the thunder- 
storm of Crecy, which drove into the faces of 
the French but on to the backs of the English, 
allowing them to win the day; and the miry 
plain of Esdraelon into which Sisera’s horses 
and chariots sank was repeated at the field of 
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How Coca-Cola 
Resembles Tea 
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If you could take about one-third of a glass of 
tea, add two-thirds glass of carbonated water, 
then remove the tea flavor and add a little lemon 
juice, phosphoric acid, sugar, caramel and certain 
flavors in the correct proportion, you would have 
an almost perfect glass of Coca-Cola. 
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In fact, Coca-Cola may be fairly described as 
“a carbonated, flavored counterpart of tea, of ap- 
proximately one-third the stimulating strength 
of the average cup of tea.” 


CORD: 


The following analyses, made and confirmed by 
the leading chemists throughout America, show 
the comparative stimulating strength of tea and 
Coca-Cola stated in terms of the quantity of 
caffein contained in each: 
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Black tea—1 cupful_____-_----------- 1.54 gr. 
4 (hot) 5 fl, oz. = > 
& Cee a B 
Green tea—I glassful_______-.-------- 2.02 gr. S 
= (cold) (8. fl. oz., exclusive of ice) H 
os GeO COTS ta ee ee 61 ér.  |Par 


(prepared with 1 fl. oz, of syrup) 
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Of all the plants which Nature has provided for 
man’s use and enjoyment, none surpasses tea in 
its refreshing, wholesome and helpful qualities. 
This explains its almost universal popularity. 
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The Coca-Cola Company has issued a booklet 
giving detailed analysis of its recipe. A copy 
will be mailed free on request to anyone who is 
interested, Address: 
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The Coca-Cola Co., Dept. J, Atlanta, Ga., U.S. A. 
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